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THE 


PREFACE 

TO  THE 

TRANSLATION 

Concerning  the 

Teftimony  of  Miracl  e  si 

IF  the  Do&rine  of  tranfubftantiation  wants  the  Autho- 
rity of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  it  cannot  be  proved  to 
come  from  Chrifl  and  his  Apostles ,  by  tradition ,  un- 
lefs  the  Fathers  of  the  Primitive  Church  have  con- 
veyed it  in  their  Writings :  If  it  has  had  no  fuch  Tradition, 
then  the  beft  Church- Authority  it  has  to  reft  upon,  will  be 
that  of  the  Lateran  and  Tridentine  Synods.  And  if  they 
had  no  power  to  make  new  Articles  of  Faith,  this  DodMne 
is  in  no  good  cafe  to  recommend  it  felf.  There  are  but  two 
ways  remaining,  I  think,  to  put  it  off ;  one  is  to  perfwade 
us,  that  our  Learned  Proteftant  Divines  have  feveral  of 
them  affirmed  fuch  things  concerning  the  Real  Prefence, 
as  do  amount  to  what  the  Papifts  mean  by  Tranfubftantia- 
tion ;  and  that  they  have  laid  down  Principles  which  will 
fave  the  Adoration  of  the  Hoft  from  being  an  Idolatrous  Wor- 
fhip  :  And  this  is  lately  attempted  with  great  appearance  of 
Gravity,  by  a  certain  Oxford  Author  :  But  if  this  will  not 
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do,  there  is  yet  another  way  left ,  and  that  is  to  prove 
Tranfubftantiation  and  the  Adoration  of  the  Hoftjoy  Miracles; 
which  has  been  undertaken,  as  by  feveral  others,  fo  in  par- 
ticular by  that  Reverend  fefkk9  whofe  Colle&ion  is  here 
Tranflated. 

Our  hands,  I  perceive,  are  now  in  about  Tranfubftantia- 
tion,  and  the  Worfhip  of  the  Hoft  ;  and  the  Divines  have 
gone  fo  far  in  confidering  all  that  can  be  faid  ,  for  thefe 
things,  that  'tis  pity  the  Controverfy  fliould  not  be  ended 
all  at  once;  to  which  I  think  nothing  is  wanting  but  to  re- 
prefent  our  Adverfaries  Appeal  to  Miracles ;  and  that  I  fup- 
pofe  cannot  be  more  fairly  dene,  than  by  expofing  to  our 
Countrymen  what  themfelves  have  thought  fit  to  publifh 
in  another  Language  concerning  this  Argument. 

That  nothing  elie  remains,  is  evident  by  what  has  been 
t  Difcowfe  *-  already  done  on  f  our  fide,  upon  all  the  other  Arguments, 
l*infi  Tran-    anc[  that)  as  t[me  will  fhew  more  fully,  beyond  all  poffi- 

Do^tftbe  bility  of  Fair  Rep!y.    I  had  almoft  forgot  "the  defperate 

Trin.andTran-  Defence  of  Tranfubftantiation,  which  our  Adverfaries  have 

fubflantia-  lately  made,  by  faftning  it  to  the  Dodrine  of  the  Trinity, 

^nZPdL-  being  for  their  parts  content  that  both  fhould  fink,  if  they 

logue.  a  parts,  could  not  fwim  together.   They  are,  I  hope,  convinced  by 

7Do^tmoft°be  ****  time>  t'iat  neit'ier  *s  Po^nt  t0  be  gained  fo ;  and 
Primitive  Fa-  that  we  are  able  to  maintain  the  Catholick  Dodrine  of  the 
tbers.  Trinity,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  overthrow  the  RomanDo 

'*  SeeBeitarm-  drine  of  Tranfubftantiation.  That  they  cannot  retreat  for 
iVcC  2-£and  ^ie*ter  t0  r^e  Ju^gment  °f  anV  Divines  of  this  Church,  is 
Ihjcritr/e  of  n°w  fliewn  in  the  Anfwer  to  the  Oxford  Author.  In  fliort, 
Eucbarsft  m  It  has  been  *  confelled  by  eminent  men  in  the  Roman  Com- 
Bofr^ntedat  mun^on?  t^at  the  Scriptures  do  not  oblige  us  to  believe 
Oxford"/.*  Tranfubftantiation  ;  and  that  the  Fathers  knew  nothing  of 
it,  has  been  confeffed  too  by  a  f  Learned  Perfon  of  that 
4  Hiftorical  Church  now  living,  and  which  is  fomething  more,  proved 
TreAttfe  of     a|f0  through  the  Firft  Ten  Centuries.  Now  whether  Coun- 

Tranjubftnt.  &  ^ 
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cils  can  make  an  Article  of  Faith  of  that  Dodrinc  which  is 
neither  to  be  found  in  the  Holy  Scriptures,  nor  can  be  de- 
fended by  Teftimonies  of  the  Ancient  Fathers,  but  is  in 
truth  contrary  to  both  ,•  I  am  very  willing  the  Reprefenter 
fliould  determine ;  *  who  tells  us,  That  he  is  obliged  to  be-  *  a  Papifi 
lieve  nothing  befides  that  which  Ckrifl  taught,  and  his  Apo-  ^**x*{' and 
Hies ;  and  if  any  thing  contrary  to  this  Jhould  be  defined  and         P' 35' 
commanded  to  be  believe  d,  even  by  ten  thousand  Councils ',  he 
believes  it  damnable  in  any  one  to  receive  it,  and  by  fuch  De~ 
crees  to  make  Additions  to  his  Creed.    A  great  deal  lefs  than 
this,  if  it  had  been  faid  with  more  fincerity,  would  have 
ferved  our  turn  as  well ;  If  Ten  thoufand  Councils  will  not 
ftir  him  in  fuch  a  cafe,  methinks  the  Fourth  Later  an,  and 
the  Trent  Councils ,  the  one  a  Weflern ,  the  other  little 
more  than  an  Italian  Synod,  fliould  not  be  able  to  do  what 
Ten  thoufand  Councils  cannot  do ;  as  for  the  Later  an,  it  is  yet 
a  difputable  point,  as  *  fome  of  themfelves  will  have  us  be-  *  Sce  Peter 
lieve,  whether  the  Council,  or  rather  the  Pope  only,  made  mi/h's  Letter 
the  Decrees  that  bear  its  name  ;  and  for  the  Tridentine  Sy-  ^coht  ftCt 
nod,  the  World  knows  how  it  was  from  time  to  time  in-  ' 
fluenced  by  the  Court  of  Rome ;  fo  that  when  the  matter 
comes  to  be  look'd  into,  'tis  indeed  the  Papal  Authority 
that  gives  to  the  wTorld  this  pretended  Point  of  Faith ;  but 
becaufe  certain  Popes  have  mifcarried  in  the  Faith,  to  the 
great  difcredit  of  St.  Feters  Chair,  it  was  neceflary  that 
the  Popes  pleafure  fliould  upon  all  occafions  of  defining 
matters  of  Faith,  be  a  little  difguifec?,  by  being  conveyed 
to  the  Church  under  the  venerable  name  and  Formality  of 
a  Council. 

Tranfubftantiation  then  has  nothing  left  to  (land  upon, 
but  Miracles,  which  is  as  much  as  to  fay,  that  it  {lands  upon 
its  laft  legs  :  Bellarmine,  I  find,  referved  this  Argument  for  ^  Sacr  Euc^ 
the  laft,  to  prove  the  fubftantial  Prefence  of  Chrifts  Body  in  /.  3  c.  8> 
the  Eucharift  ;  I  know  net  whether  he  thought  it  the  beft 
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or  no ;  if  he  did  ,  I  dare  undertake  to  anfwer  what  he 
thought  his  beft  Argument,  and  that  by  fliewing,  that  'tis 
none  at  all ;  for  if  W£  are  to  truft  the  Old  Miracles  of  drift :, 
and  his  Ape  files,  as  without  all  queftion  we  ought  to  do, 
then  we  are  not  to  try  Doctrines  by  new  Miracles,  but  ra- 
ther to  try  the  >Cracles  by  the  Old  Dodlrine. 

Which  one  would  think  fhould  have  been  a  Rule  to  all 
Christians,  fmce  ourBIelled  Saviour  has  warned  us  not  to 
truft  to  Signs  and  Wonder r,  no,  tho  they  be  Great  ones.  Be- 
h.ld,  lays  he,  I  have  told  you  iefcre.  Which  Caution  I  muft 
confefs  hath  fometimes  furprized  me  with  aftonifhment, 
when  I  confider,  what  the  Conclufion  is  for  which  accord- 
ing to  our  Blefled  Lords  Prediction,  Miracles  fhould  be  pre- 
tended ;  viz.  to  make  us  believe  a  man,  when  he  fays,  i>, 
here  is  Chrift,  or  there  is  Christ ;  For  what  faid  our  Lord 
drift  himfelf  ?  Believe  it  not,  fays  he,  if  they  (hall  fay  un- 
to you,  Beheld  he  is  in  the  Defert,  go  not  forth  ;  Behold  he  is 
inthefecret  Charnlers  ,  or  in  *  clofe  Receptacles,  Believe  it 
n:t.  I  dare  not  fay  particularly  what  fort  of  men  are  here 
pointed  at  exclufively  to  all  others,  for  this  would  be  to 
flrain  beyond  my  reach :  But  this  I  dare  fay,  *tis  not  fqr 
any  body's  credit  to  come  within  the  compafs  of  this  Pro- 
phefie,  fince  it  feems'tis  a  dangerous  f:gn  for  men  to  pretend 
to  new  i^Iiracles,  which  if  they  who  dofo,will  not  fee,  yet 
at  Ieafl  I  hope  others  will  take  notice  that  'tis  a  dangerous 
thing  to  hearken  to  fuch  pretenders.  What  St.  Paul  fays  to 
the  fame  purpofe  with  our  Saviour  is  fo  fharply  pointed, 
that  I  had  rather  others  fhould  go  to  the  Bible  for  the  words, 
and  make  the  Application,  than  to  it  my  felf  for  them 

But  by  all  means,  let  it  be  considered,  that  this  was  the 
way  which  God  took,  under  both  Teflaments,  to  fecure 
his  People  from  Delufions;  that  is,  he  warned  them  not  to 
rely  upon  Mifacles  without  further  inquiry,  but  to  prove 
the  Divinity  of  Miracles  by  the  eftablifhed  Dodrine.  For 
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thus  did  Mofes  inftrucSt  the  Ifraelites,  If  thtre  arife  among 
you  a  Prophet,  or  a  dreamer  of  dreams,  and  giveth  thee  a 
SIGN  or  a  WO  N D  E  R,  And  the  fign  or  the  wonder  D>ut.  xiii.  i, 
come  to  pafs,  whereof  he  fpake  unto  thee  faying.  Let  us  go  2>3 
after  other  Gods  (  which  thou  haft  not  known  )  and  let  us 
ferve  them;  Thou  /halt  not  hearken  unto  the  w  rdsc  f  that 
Prophet,  or  that  Dreamer  of  Dreams.  For  the  Lord  your 
God provethyou,  to  know  whether  you  love  the  Lord  your  God 
with  off  your  heart,  and  with  all  your  foul. 

So  that  the  Law  of  Mofes,  and  the  Law  of  Chrift  being 
once  eftablilhed ,  All  new  Miracles  were  to  be  tried  by  the 
Old  Religion,  whether  they  were  of  God  or  no :  And  warn- 
ing was  given  net  to  give  any  heed  to  them  if  they  came  to 
eftablifh  a  new  Dodrine. 

Nor  do  I  in  this  matter  fay  any  thing  that  is  New.  For 
St.  Auflin,  amongft  others,  has  obferved  it  long  fince.    Let  ue  Vmtste, 
the  Donatifts,  faies  he,  demonftrate  their  Church  if  they  can,  Bed.  c.  i<5. 
not  by  the  fayings  and  rumours  of  Africans,  not  by  the  Councils 
of  their  Bifhops,  &c.  nor  by  D  EC  EIT  FV  L  SIGNS 
and  WO  ND  ERS,  becaufe  again  ft  thefe  we  are  prepared 
and  forewarned :  But  in  the  P refer ipt  of  the  Law ,  in  the 
Pr editions  of  the  Prophets,  in  the  P films,  in  the  Words  of 
our  great  Paftor  himfelf ;  in  the  Preachings  and  Works  of  the 
Evangelifts ;  That  is,  in  all  the  Canonical  Authorities  of  the 
Holy  Books.    And  afterward  ;  Let  them  not  fay  this  is  true, 
lecaufe  Donatus,0r  Pontius^r  any  body  elfe  has  dene  thefe  and 
thefe  Wonders,  or  becaufe  feme  pray  and prevail  at  the  memories 
of  our  dead  mentor  becaufe  this  Br  other, and  that  Sifter  of  oursy 
faw  fuch  a  Vifion  waking,  or  dreamt  fuch  a  Dream  flee  ping. 
Let  thefe,  either  Fiftions  of  Lying  men,  or  Illufions  of  deceit- 
ful Spirits,  be  all  fet  afule ;  for  either  thefe  things  are  not 
true,  as  they  are  given  out ;  or  if  any  wonderful  things  be  d  ue 
by  Here  ticks,  we  fhould  be  the  more  cautious ;  becaufe  when 
our  Lord  faid  that  Deceivers  fhould  <irife,  who  by  working 


The  Preface. 


fome  Signs,  jhculd,  .if  it  were poffible,  deceive  the  very  Eletl, 
he  addzd  vehemently,  Behold  I  have  told  you  before.  But 
perhaps  it  may  be  thought,  that  tho  St.  Auftin  would  not 
allow  Miracles  to  be  a  concluding  Argument  for  the  Dona- 
tifts,  yet  he  believed  they  were  an  Invincible  proof  againfl: 
them.  No  fuch  matter,  I  a(Ture  ye;  for  not  long  after,  he 
proceeds  in  this  manner,  For  neither  do  we  fay  that  we  are 
to  be  believed  to  be  in  the  Church  of  Chrift,  lecaufe  Optatus 
of  Milevis,  or  Ambrofe  of  Milan,  or  other  Bifhops  gf  our 
Communion  without  number ,  have  recommended  that  Church 
to  which  we  hold ;  or  becaufe  it  is  made  known  by  the  Councils 
of  our  Collegues  ,  or  becaufe  fo  many  marvellous  Cures  have 
been  wrought,  fo  many  Prayers  heard  all  over  the  Earth  in 
thofe  Holy  Places  which  are  frequented  by  our  Commnnion ; 
infomuch,  that  the  Bodies  of  Martyrs  which  had  lain  hid  for 
fo  mauy  years,  were  revealed  to  Ambrofe  and  upon  the  ap- 
proach of  them,  one  that  had  been  Blind  many  years,  and  well 
known  to  the  City  of  Milan,  recovered  his  fight ;  or  becaufe 
this  man  had  a  dream,  and  the  other  taken  up  in  Spirit,  was 
bidden  not  to  go  ever  to  the  Donatifts,  or  to  come  away  from 
them.  So  that  St.  Auftin  rejected  this  way  of  proof/  as  In- 
efficient on  either  fide;  and  bids  the  Donatifts  prove  their 
Church  out  of  Scripture  if  they  could,  and  that  by  plain 
Teftimony  of  Scripture.  For  he  has  thefe  remarkable 
words  hereupon ,  amongft  others  ,  But  produce  fomething 
out  of  Scripture  that  does  not  need  an  Interpreter  ,  and  of 
which  you  cannot  be  convinced  that  it  belongs  to  another  mat- 
ter, and  that  you  endeavour  to  wreft  it  to  your  own  purpofe. 

Now  if  any  body  fhould  be  fo  weak  as  to  fancy,  that  St. 
Auftin  s  rejecting  this  Appeal  to  Miracles,  mult  needs  weak- 
en the  teftimony  of  thofe  Miracles  which  were  wrought  by 
Mofes  and  the  Prophets,  and  by  Chrift  and  his  dpoftles;  I 
mull  fend  him  back  to  St.  Auftin  again,  who  has  well  e- 
jiough  provided  againft  this  offence,  by  laying  weight  up- 
on 
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on  thofe  words  of  our  Saviour,  Behold,  I  have  told  ycu  It- 
fore.  For  certainly  we  are  not  bound  to  rcjedt  all  Miracles, 
even  thofe ,  againft  which  there  was  no  Divine  warning 
before-hand,  becaufe  we  regard  not  thofe  which  God  in 
his  goodnefs  hath  warned  us  not  to  truft  to :  Which  I  take 
to  be  the  true  Anfwer,  and  fliall  therefore  infift  upon  it  by 
and  by  ;  tho  two  things  may  be  faid  not  unfit  to  be  confi- 
dered  alfo. 

i.  As  to  the  Miracles  themfelves ;  The  old  ones  had 
fometimes  the  Finger  of  God  in  them,  fomething  that  fatif- 
fied  prudent  and  honeft  obfervers,  that  there  could  be  no 
Height  or  juggle  in  the  Cafe ;  and  that  what  was  done,  ex- 
ceeded any  created  power.  This  the  Magicians  did  at  Exod-  i*. 
length  confefs  of  the  Miracles  of  Mofes  belore  Fkaraoh; 
And  of  this  kind  were  the  Miracles  of  Chrift  and  \\isApo- 
files ,  efpecially  thofe  of  Curing  Difeafes  by  a  word ,  and 
Raifing  from  the  Dead.  To  which  we  may  add  alfo,  that 
for  the  moft  part  they  were  Miracles  of  goodnefs  which 
they  wrought,  which  was  another  Divine  Character  upon 
them.  But  now  the  later  Miracles,  we  hear  fo  much  talk 
of,  are  many  of  them  juftly  fufpe&ed  of  fleight  of  hand 
and  combination,  of  which  kind  we  have  heard  good  ftore, 
about  the  Images  of  the  Blefled  Virgin  and  the  Saints : 
And  moft  of  them  are  fo  idle  and  ludicrous,  that  if  there 
be  any  Truth  in  them,  a  wife  man  can  reckon  them  to  be 
no  better  than  the  illufions  of  deceitful  Spirits,  as  St.  Auflln 
lpeaks.  And  to  find  enough  of  thefe,  I  need  not  fend  the 
Reader  any  farther  than  to  the  Church  Hiftory  of  the  R.  F. 
Mr.  Creffy. 

z.  The  Miracles  wrought  for  the  eflabliihment  of  the 
Law  in  the  Old  Teftament,  and  of  the  Chriftian  Faith  in 
the  New,  were  not  done  in  a  corner,  but  openly  and  pub- 
lickly,  and  very  often  in  the  face  of  Enemies.   Now  the 

Church 
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Church  of  Rome  ftill  pretends  to  the  Power  of  Miracles, 
and  indeed  we  hear  of  ftrange  things  done  amongft  them; 
but  wejee  none.    Sometimes  indeed  our  Saviour  wrought 

*  Mxeb.  xvii.  Miracles  in  a  more  private  way,  but  then  he  *  charged 
9  thole  that  were  concerned  ,  to  make  no  words  of  what 

Akr4.viii.26.  had  b^en  done.  ancjthat,  I  think,  left  the  want  of  publick 

Evidence  fhould  be  objedted  againft  the  fincerity  of  the  Re- 
lation. But  things  are  very  much  altered  fince  our  Saviours 
time.  The  Miracles  laid  to  be  done  in  the  Raman  Communi- 
on, are  indeed  pul  lickly  talked  of,  but  they  are  privately 
done,  if  they  be  dene  at  all ;  for  they  are  all  done  amongft 
themlelves.    Now  what  St.  Paul  laid  of  Tongues,  will  hold 
i  c:r.  xvi.  2%  true  q£         Miracles :  That  they  are  a  fign  not  to  them 
jmju Fftwiit  that  believe ^  lut  to  them  that  believe  not.    St.  Gregory  (and 
fo  do  many  more  before  him  )  applies  this  to  every  out- 
ward  work  as  miraculous  as  that.    And  this  at  leaft  muft 
be  meant  by  it,  That  the  principal  ufe  of  Miracles  is  to 
bring  over  unbelievers  to  the  true  Faith :  For  which  Rea- 
Icn,  the  perfon  that  is  to  be  convinced  this  way,  fhould 
either  fee  the  Miracles  wrought,  or  be  ailiired  that  they 
were  done  by  fuch  Teftimonies,  as  there  lies  no  reafonable 
objection  againft.    But  for  the  ftrange  things  that  are  faid 
to  be  done  in  the  Communion  of  the  Reman  Church,  we 
have  only  their  own  words  for  it,  and  as  far  as  I  have  ob- 
ferved  the  reports  they  make  of  them,  they  feldopi  pre- 
tend that  any  body  fees  them  but  themlelves ;  upon  which 
account,  they  want  that  evidence  which  the  Miracles  of 
Chrif:  and  his  Apoftles  had,  and  deferve  indeed  but  little 
credit.    If  they  do  fo  many  Miracles,  I  cannot  underfland 
why  they  ihould  ftill  be  done  in  Countries,  or  before  Per- 
forms that  are  all  of  one  mind,  at  leaft  all  of  one  fide ;  for 
thus  they  do  not  ferve  the  main  end  of  Divine  Miracles, 
which  is  to  be  a  Teftimony  to  thofe  that  want  Conviction  : 
And  if  this  were  ail,  I  Ihould  have  great  reafon  to  queftion 

whe- 
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whether  they  were  Divine  Miracles  or  not,utho  I  might  be 
difpofcd  to  believe  fome  of  the  Reports. 

If  they  fay,  that  the  Reafoa  why  Miracles  cannot  be 
done  before  us,  is  our  unbelief ;  in  as  much  as  St.  Matthew 
reports  6f  our  Saviour  when  he  was  in  his  own  Country, 
That  he  did  not  many  mighty  works  there ,  becaufe  of  their  tin*  Mam.  iii,  53; 
belief.    Nothing  can  be  more  frivoloufly  alledged;  For 
fome  mighty  works  were  done  there ,  at  that  time  of 
which  it  is  faid  that  he  did  not  many.    But  they  do  none 
amongft  us,  whither  great  or  fmall  Miracles.    And  befides 
this,  our  Saviour  had  alfo  wrought  fome  mighty  ivorks 
amongft  his  own  Countrymen  before  this  time,  as  will  ap- 
pear to  any  one  that  confiders  where  the  Gofpel  of  *  St.   *  See  Job.  \\. 
John  is  a  Supplement  to  the  other  Evangelifts;  fo  that  al-  Ir 
tho  our  Lord  did  not  think  fit  to  multiply  thefe  means  of  ,4' 
conviction,  upon  a  people  fo  obftinate,  that  St.  Mark  faies, 
He  marvelled  at  their  unbelief yet  they  had  thefe  means  Morris. 
of  convi<Stion  both  Then  and  Formerly.    And  what  is  this 
to  us,  and  to  our  Cafe,  who  have  heard,  and  do  hear  (till 
of  Miracles  which  they  do  in  the  Church  of  Rome  y  but 
neither  we  nor  our  Fathers  could  ever  fee  any  of  em  ?  But 
as  we  muft  believe  them  becaufe  they  work  Miracles;  fo 
we  mud  believe  they  work  Miracles ,  becaufe  they 
lay  fo. 

Now  altho  thefe  two  differences  of  the  Cafe  will  go  a 
great  way  to  juftify  us  in  receiving  the  Miracles  recorded 
in  the  Scriptures ,  while  we  rejedt  the  pretence  of  the 
Church  of  Rome  to  Miracles  ;  yet  I  confefs  it  does  not  give 
compleat  fatisfadtion  as  to  the  point  we  are  upon.  For  it 
may  be  fometimes  a  difficult  bufinefs  to  diftinguifh  Divine 
Miracles  from  others,  by  the  Nature  of  the  work  it  felf. 
And  it  may  alfo  be  asked  what  we  are  to  do  ,  if  God 
iliould  permit  fome  fuch  things  to  be  done  before  our 
eves,  as  they  fay  are  familiarly  done,  .where  they  may  fay 
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fa  fafely  enough  for  any  bodies  contradicting  them. .  I 

add  therefore, 

3.  There  is  a  great  difference  to  be  made  between  Mira- 
cles which  we  are  not  forewarned  againft ,  but  rather 
warned  beforehand  to  regard;  and  between  Miracles  that 
God  hath  not  told  us  we  ought  to  regard,  but  on  the  other 
hand  hath  forewarned  us  againft  giving  any  heed  to  them. 
That  the  Jews  were  obliged  to  examine  all  New  Revelations 
by  their  correfpondence  with  the  Old  ;  and  that  they  had 
been  warned  not  to  truft  to  Miracles  at  all  adventures,  we 
have  already  obferved..  But  becaufe  it  was  foretold  that 
the  Mejfas  fhould  come  with  Miracles ,  they  could  not 
have  had  juft  reafon  to  believe  that  Jefus  was  the  Chrift, 
if  he  had  not  come  with  the  Teftimony  of  Miracles ;  fo 
that  they  were  necellary.    But  to  deal  plainly,  they  had 
not  been  fufEcient  means  of  Conviction ,  if  he  had  not 
ahb  fulfilled  the  Lau>  and  the  Prophets  ;  becaufe  the  Law 
and  the  Prophets  were  to  be  fulfilled  by  him.    For  by  an 
unqueftionable  Divine  Revelation  God  had  warned  the  Is- 
raelites not  to  truft  to  mere  Miracles.    But  after  it  had 
DrMf.x7iii.15.  been  foretold,  that  God  would  raife  up  a  Prophet  from  the 
midft  of  that  people  like  unto  Mofes,  to  whom  they  Ihould  heart- 
en :  After  a  Law  had  been  given  coniifting  of  a  vaft  nunr 
ber  of  Ordinances,  which  was  to  be  a  (haaow  of  good  things 
to  comey  and  to  be  fulfilled  in  Chrijl :  After  that  from  time 
to  time  there  were  predictions  of  thofe  marks  by  which 
he  ftiould  be  known  ;  and  amongft  other  things  it  was 
foretold,  that  he  ihould  work  Miracles ;  when,  Hay,  after 
all;  Jefus  anfwered  ever}"  one  of  thefe  Characters,  and  did 
even-  way  fulfil  the  Law  and  the  Prophets;  this  all  toge- 
ther was  a  demonflxation  that  he  was  the  Chrijl ;  and  as 
his  Miracles,  and  the  Miracles  of  his  Apoftles  gave  teftimo- 
ny to  him,  and  corroborated  all  other  Divine  T*  ftimonies 
which  he  had ;  fo  they  alfo  received  ftrength  from  other 
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Divine  Teftimonies  in  conjunction  with  them ;  and  in  par* 
ticular,  from  thofe  very  predi&ions  that  Chrift  fliould  be 
known  by  Miracles,  amongft  other  things. 

No  wonder  therefore  that  we  do  not  find  the  whole  ftrefs 
of  the  Divine  Demonftration  of  the  Gofpel,  laid  upon  the 
Miracles  of  Chrift  and  his  Apoftles  in  the  New  Teftament ; 
and  that  tho  our  Saviour  did  appeal  to  his  own  works,  yet 
not  to  them  only,  but  likewife  to  the  Scriptures  of  the 
Old  leftament ,  and  this  rather  more  than  to  Miracles. 
Thus  to  fix  the  two  doubting  Difciples  that  were  going  to 
Emaus,  he  upbraided  them  in  this  manner,  0  Fools,  and  flow  xxir-  25 
of  heart  to  believe  all  that  the  Prophets*  i/ave  fpoken ;  Ought  1  7' 
not  Chrift  to  have  fuffered  thefe  things ,  and  to  enter  into  his 
Glory  >  And  beginning  at  Mofes  and  all  the  Prophets,  he  ex- 
pounded unto  them  in  all  the  Scriptures  the  things  concerning 
himfelf.  This  method  was  indeed  fuitable  to  the  obligation 
that  people  were  under,  to  examine  all  New  Revelations  by 
their  correfpondence  with  the  Old.  And  for  this  Reafon, 
I  make  no  doubt,  but  that  our  Saviour  in  his  difcourfe  up- 
on what  Mofes  and  All  the  Prophets  had  foretold  concern- 
ing Chrift,  did  not  omit  to  bring  tQ  their  minds  what  Mi- 
racles himfelf  had  wrought  in  the  fight  of  the  people,  be- 
caufe  this  would  naturally  fall  under  that  head  of  Prophe- 
cies which  foretold  that  part  of  his  Teftimony.  But  then 
ftill  it  was  the  Teftimony  of  the  old  Scriptures,  into  which 
the  Teftimony  of  his  Miracles  was  in  great  part  refolved : 
For  there  he  laid  the  aggravation  of  their  Incredulity,  0 
Fools,  and  flow  of  heart  to  believe  all  that  the  Prophets  have 
fpoken; 

It  was  foretold,  That  when  God  fhould  come  to  fave 
them,  The  eyes  of  the  blind  lhould  be  opened,  the  ears  of  Ifa.  xxx/.  4,  f, 
the  deaf  fliould  be  unftopped,  the  lame  man  fhould  leap  as  6' 
an  hart,  and  the  tongue  of  the  dumb  fliould  fing.    To  which 
Predi&ions,  our  Saviour  feemed  to  refer  in  that  Anfwer 
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which  he  gave  to  the  two  Dflciples  lent  by  Job*  the  Baptifi^ 

hUtt.  xi.4. 5.  QPj  hys  he,  and  jheiv  John  again  tbofk  Jb£n*s  whkh  ye  d* 
hear  axd  fee ;  Tlx  llhtd  receive  their  fight,  and  the  lame 
walL  a^d  the  lepers  arecleanfed,  and  the  deaf  bear,  and  the 
de*J  are  raifed  up.  For  befides  that  There  is  no  great  va- 
riation of  the  Phrafe  from  the  words  of  the  Prophet , 
there  is  another  mark  added,,  which  had  nothing  in  it  of 
Miracle,  viz.  And  the  peer  horde  the  G'fpet  preached  to 
them;  but  then  it  was  foretold  by  the  Prophet,  Tlx  Spirit 
cf  the  htrd  God  rs  ffpvn  me>  be:anfe  the  Lerd  hath  anointed 
'  to  preach  g  od  tidisgs  &ffo  the  *:cek.  This  was  in  ft 
felt  a  good  mari  ricx  iefe  than  the  other;  but  both  received 
ftrength  from  the  Predictions  of  the  Scripture.  I  make  no 
qutfuen,  but  that  many  believed  in  Jelus  chiefly  for  his 
Works  lake,  before  they  had  much  confidercd  the  corre- 
spondence of  his  Doctrine  to  Mofes  and  the  Propl:ets ;  but 
it  feemeth  alfo ,  that  one  reafon  of  their  forwardnefe  M  as 
this,  that  they  expedited  according  to  the  Prophets,  that  he 
fliould  come  with  wonderful  works :  For  thus  we  find  in 
St,  joi:ny  that  the  people  who  believed  in  him,  faid,  When 
f<*.  y'l^u  Cbrijlcmethy  m£  he  4p  trior e  Miracles  than  thofe  which  this 
wan  hath  done  ?  Inlaying  of  ^which,  they  dilcovered  an  ex- 
pedsttion.of  a  Mejuas  that  ihould  work  Miracles. 

Now  when  Chrift  came  into  the  World,  to  fulfil  all  that 
hid  been  foretold  of  him  in  the  Scriptures,he  indeed,and  his 
Apoftles  after  him,  wrought  fuch  Miracles,  as  without  all 
queflion  had  been  fiifficient  means  of  Convkftion,  if  God 
had  not  thought  fit  to  raife  firft ,  and  then  to  anJfwer  the 
expe<5tation  of  other  Teftimonies  befides  Miracles,  fa  a 
matter  of  this  high  concernment  to  mankind,  he  was  plea- 
led  to  give  us  Tefbmonv  upon  Teftimony,  and  not  only 
the  Tellimony  of  Miracles  added  to  others,  but  fbme  fuch 
Miracles  too,  as  are  in  thcmlelves  convincing ;  as  that  of 
Raifing  from  the  Dead.   And  we  may  boldiv  Civ,  That 
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God  who  has  given  us  caution  againft  Signs  and  Won- 
ders, never  yet  fuffered  fo  great  a  temptation  to  happen,  as 
that  any  one  Ihould  be  raifcd  from  the  Dead,  in  confirmati- 
on of  a  falfe  Do&rine ;  and  this,  notwithftanding  the  bold 
flories  of  I  know  not  how  many,  that  have  been  faid  to 
be  raifed  from  the  Dead  i»  the  Church  of  Rome.  But 
now  as  ftrong  an  Argument  as  this  is  by  it  felf ;  yet  St. 
Peter  in  his  firft  Sermon  to  the  Jews,  having  obferved  that  Adtiu2«. 
Jefus  of  Nazareth  was  a  man  approved  of  Gcd.  by  Miracles, 
figns  and  wonders  ,  which  God  had  done  by  him  in  the  midjl 
of  them,  and  then  proceeding  to  thatmoft  convincing  fign 
of  all,  viz.  the  Refurrre&ion  of  Jefus  from  the  dead;  he 
did  not  think  fit  to  lay  the  whole  ftrefs  upon  the  Na- 
ture of  the  thing  it  felf,  but  produced   that  predi- 
ction of  David  concerning  it  ;  Thou   wilt  not  ieavs  pV,2^ 
my  foul  in  hell ,  neither  wilt  thou  fuffer  thy  holy  One  to 
fee  corruption  :  And  from  this  prediction  of  the  thing  he  ar- 
gued induftrioufly,  as  you  may  fee,  to  prove  that  the  Tefti- 
mony  of  the  Refurreftion  was  a  Divine  Teftimony  ;  Diuld,  A<ih  ii.  31,32. 
fays  he,  feeing  this  before,  f pake  of  the  RefurreSlionof  Chrift, 
&c.  And  then  he  affirms  the  Fad,  and  offers  the  proof  of 
it ;  This  Jefus  hath  God  raifed  up,  whereof  we  all  are  wit- 
neffes. 

The  fame  St.  Peter  affirming  the  reality  of  that  miracu- 
lous teftimony  which  our  Lord  received  in  the  Holy  Mount, 
made  no  doubt  to  prefer  the  Teftimony  of  the  Scripture, 
before  that  Teftimony  ;  We  have  not,  fays  he,  followed  cun- 
ningly devifed  fables,  when  we  made  known  unto  yon  the  coming  pet  f  ^ 
and  power  of  our  Lord  Jefus,  but  were  eye-witneffes  of  his  maje-  X7.  13. 
fly  ;  for  he  received  from  God  the  Father  honour  and  glory,  when 
there  came  forth  fuch  a  voice  to  him,  from  the  excellent  glory  ^ 
This  is  my  beloved  Son,  in  whom  I  am  welUpleafed :  and  this 
voice  which  came  from  Heaven,  we  heard  whzn  we  were  with 
him  in  the  Holy  Mount.-  Now  altho  this  was  in  it  felf  a 
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very  clear  and  convincing  Teftimony,  yet  St.  Peter,  who 
underftood  thefe  things  as  well  as  any  that  have  fat  in  his 
Chair,  rather  refers  Chriflian  people  to  the  Teftimony  of 
the  Scriptures,  in  thofe  remarkable  words ;  We  have  alfo 
a  more  fur  e  word  of  Prophefie ,  whereunto  ye  do  well  that  ye 
take  heed \  as  unto  a  light  fhin'mg  in  a  dark  place,  until  the 
^  I9#  day  dawn,  and  the  day-flar  arije  in  your  hearts.    Where  the 

Old  Tefiament  is  called  a  word  of  Prophefie,  becaufe  the 
great  bufinefs.  of  thofe  Holy  Books  was  to  prepare  mankind 
for  the  coming  of  Chrift,  by  all  kinds  of  prediction :  and 
now  that  Chrift  was  come,  if  there  remained  any  darknefs 
or  doubting  in  their  minds,  who  had  feen  or  known  other 
Teftimonies  given  to  Jefus,  they  were  to  take  heed  to  the 
word  of  Prophefie,  and  diligently  obferve  the  correfpon- 
denceof  the  event  to  all  things  that  had  been  foretold  con- 
cerning Chrift  ;  in  doing  of  which  their  doubts  would  by 
degrees  vanifli ,  and  at  laft  they  would  grow  to  a  clear 
and  ftrong  perfwafion.  And  St.  Peter  therefore  calls  the 
word  of  Prophefie  a  fare  word,  becaufe  it  is  in  it  felf  the 
beft  means  to  mzkeus  fare. 

Nor  was  this  forgotten  by  St.  Auflin  in  thatDifcourfe  of 
De  unit.  Eccl.  which  I  ha ve  already  cited  fome  part ;  Our  Lord  Jefus  him* 
felf,  fays  he,  after  he  had  rifenfrom  the  dead,  and  when  he 
expofed  his  Body  to  be  feen  by  the  eyes,  and  felt  by  the  hands  of 
his  Difciples,  left  they  fhould  think  fome  Deceit  was  upon  them, 
thought  it  more  neceffary ,  that  they  fhould  be  confirmed  by  the 
Teftimonies  of  the  Law,  and  the  Prophets,  and  the  Pfalms, 
fhewing  that  thofe  things  which  had  been  foretold  fo  long  before , 
were  now  fulfilled  in  Him.  .1  lhould  unreafonably  exceed  the 
bounds  of  fuch  a  Preface  as  I  defigned  at  firft,  if  I  fhould 
bring  together  thofe  Teftimonies  of  Fathers  more  Ancient 
than  St.  Auflin,  which  run  in  this  ftrain.  But  I  muft  make 
the  more  haft,  becaufe  having  faid  thus  much  on  the  one 
fide,  concerning  the  Authority  which  the  Miracles  of 
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Ghrift  and  his  Apoftles  received,  from  their  being  foretold, 
and  from  all  other  Teftimonies  concurring  with  them  •  be- 
fore I  come  to  the  other  fide,  viz.  in  what  cafe  Miracles  arc 
not  to  be  relied  upon,  I  take  my  felf  to  be  fomething  obli- 
ged to  fliew  what  there  is  peculiar  in  the  Tcjlimony  of  Mir  a* 
cles,  and  diftinft  from  other  Teftimonies  and  Arguments  of 
the  Truth  of  Chriftianity,  and  for  which  we  have  infinite 
reafon  to  bltfs  and  to  praife  God ,  That  our  Religion  is 
grounded  upon  Miracles ,  as  well  as  upon  the  correfpon* 
dence  of  both  Teftaments ,  upon  Prophecies,  and  the  Di- 
vine Temper  and  Defign  of  theDodfrine  of  our  Lord  Jefus. 

That  which  I  take  to  be  peculiar  to  the  Teftimony  of 
Miracles,  is,  that  they  make  ftrong  Impreffions  upon  the 
mind  more  fuddenly  than  any  other  Arguments:  When  a 
thing  is  done,  that  is  evidently  above  the  courfe  of  Nature, 
it  does  not  only  raife  Admiration,  but  fets  the  thoughts  a 
work  concerning  the  reafon  and  meaning  of  what  is  come 
to  pafs.    Miracles  do  arreft  and  faften  the  minds  of  men  all 
at  once,  and  forthwith  engage  them  to  confider  what  God 
would  inftrud:  them  in,  by  thefe  fupernatural  effeds  of .-  his 
Power  and  Prefence  :  If  they  do  not  prefently  caufe  belief, 
yet  they  difpofe  the  mind  to  it  prefently,  and  fix  the  atten- 
tion in  order  to  farther  inftrudHon  ;  they  make  way  into 
our  minds  whether  we  will  or  no ;  whereas  other  Argu- 
ments do  not  penetrate,  till  we  have  made  way  for  them,* 
by  comparing  one  thing  with  another,  and  by  laying  a 
great  many  things  together,  which  it  is  not  eafy  to  per-  • 
Iwade  men  to  do  firft  of  all,  unlefs  they  are  raifed  fomething 
above  the  common  pitch;  and  it  is  probable  that  many ,even 
of  thefe,  had  never  engaged  their  abilities  in  the  fearch  of 
Truth  by  the  examination  of  other  Arguments,  if  they  had 
not  been  firft  awdkened  by  Signs  zn&Wonders  ju\to  a  concern- 
ment about  Divine  Revelations.  But  for  the  generality  of 
mankind^  is  evident  thatMiracles  are  the  arguments  which 
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lead  them  more  fuddenly  and  unavoidably  than  any  other  ; 
for  which  reafon  St.  Chryfofiom  affirmed  that  the  Dodtrine 
of  the  Crofs  made  Ruflicks  and  ordinary  perfons  become 
r^imCor.  pfalofophers :  For,  fays  he,  the  demonstration,  by  miraculous 
2.Hom.^%  .  fflfrfc  a&J  Signs  ,  is  more  manifeft  than  that  by  Difcourfes. 

And  he  prefers  the  fhort  way  of  the  Apoftles  in  making 
Converts,  before  the  tedious  methods  of  the  Philofophers  in 
intruding  their  hearers,  not  only  becaufe  Miracles  area 
Divine  Argument  adapted  to  a  Divine  Revelation;  but 
becaufe  alio  they  ar§  adapted  to  the  underftanding  of  all 
forts  of  people,  and  God  would  have  all  men  to  come  to 
the  knowledg  of  the«Truth. 

There  is  this  then  fingular  in  the  Teftimony  of  Miracles, 
that  they  rouze  the  attention  of  the  dulleft;  and  if  they 
do  not  at  once  both  amaze  and  convince,  yet  they  engage 
men  to  farther  confideration,  and  lead  them  to  all  other 
Arguments  that  are  fit  to  be  inquired  into ;  in  faying  which, 
I  believe  I  fpeak  to  the  fenfe  of  all  perfons  that  are  acquaint- 
ed with  the  motives  of  Faith.    When  we  firft  read  the 
New  Teftament,  they  are  the  mighty  works  of  Chrifl  and  of 
his  Apoftles  there  recorded,  that  firft  lay  hold  upon  our 
minds,  and  command  an  earned  attention ;  other  Confi- 
derations  and  Arguments  come  on  by  degrees.  Thus  alfo 
the  Evangeliftsdefcribe  theeffed:of  thofe  Miracles  which 
our  Lord  did  ;  when  he  made  the  Blind  to  fee ,  and  the 
Dumb  to  fpeak,  All  the  people  were  amazed ,  and  [aid,  Is 
va      1.22,  not  this  the  Son  of  David  ?  And  when  he  had  cafl  out  an 
f/arki.  22.     unclean  fpirit  in  the  Synagogue ,  they  were  all  amazed,  in- 
fomuch  that  they  quejlionesf  among  themfelves ,  faying  , 
What  thing  is  this?  What  new  Dottrine  is  this?  For 
with  Authority  he  commandeth  even  the  unclean  fpirits,  and 
they  obey  him.    Which  are  manifeftly  the  words  of  men 
furr  riz  d  with  earneft  thoughts  of  a  matter  that  they  were 
little  or  nothing  concerned  about  before,  and  who  were 
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now  in  the  way  of  confidcring  it  farther,  if  they  were  not 
yet  fully  fatisficd  :  For  it  is  not  to  be  doubted,  but  that  di- 
vers were  overwhelmed  by  the  evidence  of  his  mighty 
works,  and  yielded  without  much  farther  enquiry:  But 
there  were  others  again,  whom  the  Miracles  of  Chrift  and 
his  Apostles  had  not  brought  to  a  full  perfwafion,  but  only 
raifed  in  them  a  vehement  defire  of  farther  fatisfa&ion ;  and 
fuch  as  thefe  the  Jews  of  Berea  feemed  to  be,  who  were  Ads  xvii.  u. 
more  noble  than  thofe  of  Theffalonica,  in  that  they  received  the 
word  with  all  readinefs  of  mindy  and  fearched  the  Scriptures 
daily  whether  thofe  things  were fo. 

Thus  far  have  I  been  carried  away  by  the  Argument,  be- 
yond what  I  firft  defigned ;  but  I  hope  the  Reader  has  not 
forgot ,  that  this  laft  Digrcflion  concerning  the  fingular 
Force  of  Miracles,  wras  upon  occafion  of  the  Third  Diffe- 
rence between  the  Miracles  of  Chriff  and  his  Apoflles 
on  the  one  fide,  and  the  latter  Miracles  that  are  fo  much 
talked  on,  on  the  other,  viz.  That  tho  there  was  an  admo- 
nition before-hand,  not  to  truft  to  Miracles  at  all  adven- 
tures ;  yet  the  Jews  were  made  to  expedt  Miracles  from  him 
wholliould  by  all  other  Characters  be  known  to  be  the 
Meffias :  And  this  we  have  fpoken  to  already. 

Now  on  the  other  hand  we  alfo  are  fore- warned  in  the 
New  Teftament,  to  take  heed  that  we  be  not  deluded  by 
Signs  and  Wonders  ;  for  it  is  foretold,  That  fome  Jhouid  Mmh  ^ 
arife,  and  Jhew  great  Signs  and  Wonders  :  And  who  are  they  24. 
that  fliould  do  fo  ?  Our  Saviour  tells  us,  that  they  are  falfe 
Prophets  ;  and  therefore  a  man  that  runs  after  M  iracles, 
may  happen  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  Deceivers  :  Well, 
but  was  there  any  alteration  of  the  (late  of  Religion  fore- 
told, from  what  thrift  and  his  Apoftles  left  it?  Mofes,  we 
know,  told  the  Ifrael/tes,  That  God  would  raife  up  a  Pro- 
phet like  unto  him,  to  whom  they  fliould  hearken  in  all 
things  ;  and  they  had  reafon  to  exped  a  Prophet  that 
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fhould  make  a  great  alteration  in  Religion,  not  by  deflroying, 
but  by  fulfilling  the  Law  :  This  then  I  ask,  Have  we  the 
like  reafon  (or  had  our  Fathers  )  to  exped  a  Reformation  of 
that  (late  of  Religion  which  thrift  and  his  Apoftles  left  > 
Was  any  body  to  come  after  the  Apoftles ,  and  to  fupply 
what  was  wanting  in  the  Faith  which  they  delivered  to  the 
Saints  ?  Was  it  foretold  that  he  or  they  who  fhould  arife 
to  make  this  Addition  to  the  Do&rine  of  Chritt ,  fhould 
amongft  other  marks,  be  known  by  the  power  of  Miracles  ? 
If  nothing  of  this  can  be  fhewn,  as  I  am  fure  nothing  of  it 
can,  then  we  are  under  greater  obligations  than  the  Jews 
were,  to  beware  left  we  be  deceived  by  a  noife  of  Miracles, 
nay  though  they  be  really  Great  Signs  and  Wonders  :  And 
though  we  have  very  great  reafon  to  rely  upon  the  Mira- 
cles of  Chrifl  and  his  Apoftles,  yet  we  have  no  reafon  at  all 
to  regard  the  Miracles  of  the  Church  of  Rome  :  For  Chri/l 
was  to  come  and  make  an  alteration  in  the  Law  of  Mofes ; 
But  neither  was  the  Pope  nor  any  body  elfe  to  come  and 
make  an  alteration  in  the  Law  of  Chrift.   I  know  indeed, 
that  the  Scriptures  fore-tell  great  changes  would  be  made 
in  the  Chriftian  World  ;  but  they  are  not  for  the  credit  of 
thofe  that  pretend  to  Miracles ;  St.  Paul  faith,  that  the  fpi- 
rit  fpeaketh  exprefly,  that  in  the  latter  times  fome  Jhall  de- 
j  Ti/w.iv.r.     part  from  the  faith,  giving  heed  to  feducingfpiritsy  &c.  And 
he  aflureth  us,  that  before  the  day  of  Judgment,  there  Jhall 
come  a  falling  away,  accompanied  with  power  and  figns,  and 
2  TheffM      lying  wonders.    Thefe  predictions  I  fuppofe  will  not  be  pro- 
fromv.  3.  to    duced  to  encourage  us  to  truft  new  Miracles,  but  they  give 
us  fome  reafon  to  ftick  to  the  old  Religion,  and  then  the 
old  Miracles  will  ferve  our  turn  ;  and  I  think  they  make 
it  very  neceflary  to  examine  their  Do&rine  with  a  little 
more  care,  who  pretend  to  Miracles,  than  if  they  pretend- 
ed to  no  fuch  thing. 
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Itpleafed  God  to  continue  the  power  of  Miracles  in  the 
Ancient  Church  for  fome  time  after  the  Apoftlcs  ;  and  it 
may  pleafe  him,  for  ought  we  know,  to  awaken  the  world 
again  by  Miracles  ;  but  whenever  this  happens,  it  will  not 
be  for  the  bringing  in  of  new,  but  for  the  confirmation  of 
old  Doctrines.  But  as  for  thofe  that  would  recommend 
Do&rines  to  us  which  have  neither  Scripture  nor  Ancient 
Tradition  for  them,  their  Miracles  are  fo  far  from  proving 
them  to  be  true,  that  they  do  but  help  to  prove  them  falfe ; 
becaufeit  is  foretold,  that  Deceivers  fhould  ufe  this  Argu- 
ment :  St.  Paul  faid,  That  if  an  Angel  from  Heaven  preach- 
ed  any  other  Go/pel  than  that  which  was  preached  at  firft,  he 
fhould  be  Accurfed :  Methinks  Miracles  Ihould  not  be  able 
to  recommend  new  Dodrine,  any  more  than  Angels  from 
Heaven  ;  efpecially  fince  we  are  not  only  forewarned 
againft  regarding  Angels  from  Heaven ,  if  they  fhould 
preach  a  new  Faith,  but  likewife  againft  regarding  Miracles 
if. they  Ihould  be  done  in  confirmation  of  it;  for  -as  the 
believing  Jews  could  fay  upon  the  Miracles  of  ChriH  and 
his  Apoltles,  Now  are  thofe  Scriptures  fulfilled,  which  fore- 
told the  Coming  of  the  great  Prophet  with  Miracles ;  fo 
when  we  fee  ( if  we  could  fee  them )  the  Miracles  that 
are  faid  to  be  wrought,  for  a  Dodtrine  that  has  neither 
Scripture  nor  Fathers  for  it,  but  both  againft  it,  we  muft 
needs  fay,  thai  the  Scriptures  are  thereby  fulfilled  too,  which 
foretold  the  coming  of  Deceivers  with  Great  Signs  and 
Wonders  ,  and  all  deceivahlenefs  of  unrighteoufnefs :  And 
therefore  now  is  the  time  to  remember  that  neceflary  cau- 
tion of  our  Lord,  Behold!  have  told  you  before. 

To  conclude  therefore,  If  we  have  good  reafon,  as  moft 
undoubtedly  we  have,  to  believe  a  Do&rine  that  was  con- 
firmed by  the  moft  publick  and  unqueftionable  Miracles 
that  ever  were  wroaght,  and  which  had  all  other  concurrent 
Chara&ers  of  a  Divine  Revelation ;  for  fuch  is  the  Dodrine 
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of  theScriptures;then  we  have  the  fame  reafon  to  reje<3r  thofe 
latter  Miracles  that  come  to  prove  new  Dodtrines,  becaufe 
God  hath  in  the  Holy  Scriptures  warned  us  againft  them  ; 
but  there  was  no  reafon  why  the  Jews  ihould  have  rejected 
the  Miracles  of  Chrifi  too  ;  for  they  were  told  that  he  Ihould 
come  working  Miracles,  and  he  had  all  other  Divine  Tefti- 
monies,  and  in  all  other  refpe&s  he  fulfilled  the  Scriptures, 
and  anfwered  the  Chara&ers  of  that  Prophet ,  to  whom 
they  were  to  hearken  in-all  things. 

I  muft  now  confefs  that  I  have  purfued  this  Argument 
with  great  ferioufnefs,  but  without  any  great  need  lor  it  in 
this  place.  One  would  now  imagine  that  here  follows  a 
Collection  of  Stories  moll  Wonderful  and  Convincing,  and 
fuch  as  might  even  fliake  the  Faith  of  a  fimple  man,  and 
almoft  conllrain  him  to  believe  Tranfubftantiation,  and  to 
Adore  the  Hoft :  But  I  am  of  opinion  that  we  might  have 
ventur  d  the  Miracles  and  the  Man  together,  without  a  Pre- 
face ;  only  I  was  willing  to  fay  fomething  not  altogether  im- 
pertinent to  the  Subject  of  the  Book,  that  the  entertainment 
here  offered,  might  be  as  profitable  to  fome,as  I  guefs  it  will 
be  pleafant  to  moft  Readers. 

The  Reverend  Father,  the  Collector,  being  refolved  to 
fend  the  Hereticks  to  School  to  the  Beafls,  that  (  as  he  tells 
us  in  his  Preface  ")  they  may  become  more  wife,  and  return  to 
their  Reafon,  being  taught  by  the  Animals  that  have  none,  has 
alfo  aflured  us,  That  this  is  the  I  aft  Remedy.  I  fuppofe  he 
means  the  laft  in  the  way  of  Reafon,  which  happens 
to  be  true  with  us  for  all  other  Remedies  of  this  kind , 
fuch  as  they  are,  have  been  tried  upon  us ,  and  found  in- 
effectual: And  therefore 'tis  now  requifite  to  to  try  the/4/?, 
of  going  to  School  to  the  Beajls,  that  voe  may  return  to  our 
Reafon,  being  taught  by  the  Animals  that  have  none.  To 
which  School  we  ihould  not  be  alhamed  to  go,  fince  we 
arefent  thither  in  very  good  Company,  as  well  of  grown 
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and  aged  Catholicks,  who  arc  fent  to  enkindle  their  zeal ; 
as  of  Catholick  Childron,  upon  whole  minds  the  firft  Be- 
lief  is  to  he  imprinted \  by  putting  thefe  devout  Hifiories 
i::to  their  hands ;  which  I  a  ft  is  a  good  reafon  why  wc  flioulcl 
go  to  this  School,  and  be  put  into  the  fame  Form  with 
the  Children,  because  the  F/rft  Belief  is  vet  to  be  Imprint- 
ed  upon  our  minds  too.  By  all  means  therefore,  let  every 
one  go  to  this  School ;  and  that  no  man  who  is  come  thus 
far,  may  be  altogether  Ignorant  of  the  Leffons  that  he  is  to 
learn,  I  do  not  care  if  I  give  him  a  fample  or  two,  cut  of 
the  Liler  Feftivalis. 

There  was  an  Erie  of  Venys  was  called  Synt  Ambrighte  ,  Lib.  Fefti.  de 
that  loved  the  Sacrament  in  the  Auter  pafting  wele,  and  did  Corporc  Chri- 
hit  all  the  worfhippe  and  reverence  that  he  cowde  and  might e  •  ^ 
fo  whan  that  he  lay  fyke  and  fhulde  be  dede,  he  might  mt 
receyve  the  Sacrament  for  cafting  ;  than  was  he  forry  and 
made  Dole,  and  than  he  lette  make  clean  his  right  fyde,  and 
to  cover  it  with  a  fayre  clothe  of  Sende/l,  and  ley  Goddis  lody 
thereon,  And  faid  thus  to  the  Oft e,  Lord,  thou  knowifte  that 
I  love  the  with  all  my  hert ,  and  would  faine  refceive  the 
with  my  mouthe,  and  I  durfte,  and  thirfor  that  I  may  notte, 
I  ley  the  on  that  place  that  is  nexte  to  my  herte,  and  fo  % 
fhew  the  all  the  leve  of  my  herte  that  I  can  and  may,  where- 
for  y  hefeche  the  good  Lord  have  mercy  on  me.  And  even 
therwith,  in  fighte  of  all  the  people  that  were  aboute  hym, 
his  fyde  openyd,  and  the  Ofte  wente  therin  to  his  fyde,  and 
thanne  his  fyde  clofed  agin,  and  fo  anon  after  he  dyde. 

We  Rede,  that  there  was  a  Jewe  that  went  with  a  Chriften 
man,  a  felowe  of  his,  into  a  Church  of  Chriften  people,  and: 
herde  Majfe;  and  after,  when  Maffe  was  don,  the  'jewe  fey  de 
to  the  Chriften  man,  yf  I  hadde  eton  as  moche  as  thou  haft 
eton,  I  fhulde  not  be  an  hungred,  as  1  trow,  in  many  dates. 
And  thanne  fey  de  Chriften  man,  Forfouthe,  quod  he,  fete  no 
mete  this  dey.    Than  feyde  the  Jew,  I  faw  the  ete  a  Child, 
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the  which  the  Prefle  helde  up  at  the  Auter.  Tlianne  come  a 
fay  re  man  that  hadde  many  Children  in  his  armys,  and  he 
gave  eche  Criften  aChilde,Joch  as  the  Prefle  e'te. 

In  Devynchire,  befyde  Exbridge,  was  a  H  oman  ley  fycke, 
and  wasnye  dede,  and  fente  aftyr  a  hooly  perj.  n  abowte  myd- 
nyghte,  to  have  her  rightes ;  Than  this  man  in  all  the  hajle 
that  he  myghte,  he  arofe  and  wente  to  Churche,  and  toke  God* 
dis  body  in  a  Box  of  Tvory,  and  putte  hit  into  his  Bofome y 
and  wente  forth  toward  this  Woman.  And  as  he  went  thourgh 
a  For  eft  e  in  a  fayr  mede  that  was  his  next  wey ,  it  happid 
that  his  Box  fill  oute  of  his  Bofome  to  the  Grounde,  and  he 
wente  forthe  and  woffe  hit  not ,  and  come  to  this  Woman^ 
and  herde  her  Confefjioh.  Apd  than  he  asked  her  yf  She 
wolde  be  Hofiled,  and  She  feyde,  ye  fere  ;  than  he  putte  his 
honde  in  his  Bofome \  and  fought  the  Box,  and  when  he  founde 
hit  noughte,  he  was  full  forry  and  fadde,  and  feyde,  Dame,  J 
wo/l  go  aftyr  Goddis  body,  and  come  anone  agene  to  yow,  and 
fo  went  forthe  fore  weping  for  his  fimplenefs  ;  and  fo  as  he 
come  to  a  Welow  Tree,  he  made  therof  a  Rodde,  and ftrypped 
hymfelfe  all  nakyd,  and  fo  bete  hymfelfe  that  the  blode  ranne 
downe  by  his  fyde,  and  fey de  thus  to  himfelf  0  thou  fimple 
man,  why  hafte  thou  lofte  thy  Lord  God,  thy  Maker,  thy  For- 
mer, and  thy  Creatour  ?  And  when  he  hadde  thus  bete  hymfelf 
he  dede  on  his  clothis  and  wente  forthe.  And  thanne  he  was 
ware  of  Pilour  of  fyre  that  lafte  from  Erthe  to  Heven,  and  he 
was  all  aftoyned  therof,  yet  he  bleffed,  and  wente  t  her  to,  and 
there  ley  the  Sacrament  fallyn  oute  of  the  Boxe  into  the  Graff e, 
and  the  Pilour  fchon  as  bryghte  as  any  Sonne,  and  laflyd  from 
Goddis  Body  to  Hevyn,  and  all  the  Be  fly  s  of  the  For  eft  e  were 
come  aboute  Goddys  Body,  and  ftode  in  compafs  round  aboute 
hit,  and  all  knelid  on  foure  knees,  five  on  blacke  Hotfe  that 
knelyd  but  cn  that  on  knee :  Thanne  feyde  he,  yf  thow  be  any 
Befte  that  may  fpeke,  I  charge  the  in  Goddis  name  here  pre- 
fente  in  forme  brede,  tell  me  why  thow  knelifte  but  on  thy  on 
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knee  ?  Thanne  feycfe  he,  I  am  a  fende  of  Hell,  and  wollc  not 
kneel  and  y  might  e,  but  y  am  made  agenfe  my  will ;  J  or  hit 
is  wreton,  that  every  kne  lying  of  Heven  and  of  Erth  /ball  be  ■ 
to  the  Lord  God.  Why  art  thou  like  a  Horfe  >  And  he  feyde, 
to  make  the  people  to  flele  me  ;  and  at  fche  a  Town  was  one 
hanged  for  me,  and  at  foche  a  Town  another.  Thanne  feyde 
this  hoolv  per/on,  T  command e  the  by  God d is  Fie  fche  and  his 
Blode,  that  thow  goo  into  Wilde  rneffe,  and  be  ther  as  thow 
fhalte  never  difcefe  Chriflen  people  more.  And  anone  he  wente 
his  wey^he  myghte  no  longer  abyde  :  And  thanne  this  man 
wente  for  the  to  this  woman,  and  dede  her  rightes,  by  the 
ivhiche  (he  was  favid. 

Which  lad  Story  is  very  much  to  the  purpofe  of  the  fol- 
lowing Collection  and  is  fingular  in  this,  that  here  the 
Devil  is  brought  in  adoring  the  Hofl:  againft  his  will,  a- 
raongft  the  Beafts  that  did  it  without  any  will  at  all. 

For  the  Tranflation  of  this  Book,  I  think  the  Gentlemen 
of  the  Roman  Church  have  no  reafon  to  be  offended  with 
it,  unlefs  it  be  for  this,  that  it  is  done  a  little  out  of  fea- 
fon.  They  w  ould  I  believe  havedon^it  themfelves  in  due 
time :  For  tho  Divine  Miracles  are  ufually  the  firft  means 
of  Conviction,  yet  the  Church  of  Rome  referves  them  for 
the  laft ;  and  then  tries  to  make  the  people  believe  her 
Miracles,  when  they  are  made  to  believe  every  thing  elfe 
beforehand.  But  fince  Miracles  are  for  a  fign  to  them  that 
believe  not,  why  Ihould  we  not  for  once  put  them  to  the 
right  ufe,  and  try  how7  thefe  will  work  upon  our  honeft 
Countrymen  ?  For  which  purpofe  they  are  to  underftand 
that  thefe  are  not  Old  Wives  Tales,  nor  made,  however 
they  may  happen  to  be  told,  in  Chimny  Corners.  The 
Story  of  the  great  Spider  at  St.  Pauls  is  told  by  Bellarmine  DeSacr.Eucb*  * 
himfelf:  And  fo  is  that  of  St.  Anthony  of  Padua  s  Mule,  ub-3.c.8. 
which  after  three  days  falling,  left  his  Provender  to  worfliip 
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the  Hoft.  And  all  of  'em,  as  the  French  Licenfe  tells  us, 
are  colle&ed  out  of  Catholick  Authors.  And  there  is 
fomething  the  lefs  reafon  to  queftion  the  credibility  of 
them,  becaufe  figns  and  wonders  were  to  come  one  day,  as 
we  obferved  before. 

But  we  have  now  been  long  enough  in  the  Porch,  The 
School  is  opened;  The  Reverend  Father  invites  all  perfons 
to  enter  into  it,  both  old  and  young,  and  Catholicks  as 
well  as  Hereticks.  I  invite  them  too,  making  no  doubt, 
of  what  the  R.  Father  would  fain  hope,  that  fome  will  come 
out  a  little  wifer  than  they  went  in. 
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PREFACE. 

THE  H.  Sacrament  of  the  Altar,  inftitutecf  in  the 
Churchy  for  the  nourijhing,  inlightning,  fortifi- 
ing  and  comforting  the  Faithful,  is  one  of  the  mofi  Sub- 
lime and  Salutary  Myfieries,  that  is  to  be  found  in  the 
Catholic^  Religion.  It  flood  in  need  alfo  of  a  God,  for 
to  infiitute  it,  and  to  propofe  it  to  us,  as  the  flrongefl  Ar- 
gument of  the  Love  that  he  bore  towards  mankind.  Which 
makes  me  a/lonifh'd  why  the  Heretickj  fkould  confpire 
with  all  their  might  for  to  extirpate  it,  conduced,  no 
doubt,  by  the  Devil,  who  pretend  only  to  take  away  the 
belief  and  the  ufe  of  it,fo  to  deftroy  Souls  more  eafily,who 
cannot  fubfifl  long  in  grace,  without  the  participation  of 
this  Divine  and  Celeftial  Food.  Wherefore  without 
troubling  my  felf  to  confute  thefe  hair-brain  d People,  who 
turn  a  deaf  Ear  to  all  that  the  Holy  Fathers  have 
fat  d  about  it,  and  have  renounced  their  reafon,  Irefolved 
to  fend  them  to  School  to  the  Beafts,  who  have  Jhowed  a 
particular  inclination,  not  without  a  Superior  conduff, 
for  the  Worfoip  and  Defence  of  this  Truth.  I  have  put  my 
difcourfe  into  an  Alphabetical  order,  to  the  end  that  by 
this  laft  remedy i  they  may  become  more  wife,  and  return 
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to  their  reafon,  being  taught  by  the  Animals,  that  have 
none.     If  they  receive  no  benefit  hereby  no  more  than 
others,  yet  I  hope  it  will  be  ferviceable  toCatholiques,  to 
enkindle  their  Zeal,  by  a  more  careful  frequenting  this 
Bread  of  ftrong  men :  and  not  only  ferve  the  grown  and 
aged  perfons,  who  have  already  a  full  belief  and  high 
efteemfor  this  Divine  Sacrament  5  but  alfo  (which  is 
one  of  my  motives  hereto  )  to  imprint  on  the  Minds  of 
Children,  the  fir/i  belief  and  a  wife  regard  for  this  Sa- 
crament,to  the  end  that  they  may  come  to  it,  when  they  are 
judged  capable  to  receive  it,  with  more  devotion  and 
reverence. 

Which  is  that  which  I  have  feenput  in  praSiife  by 
good  Fathers  of  Families,  who  uje  to  put  into  their  Chi  I- 
drens  Hands,  fuch  like  Devout  Hiftories,  to  difpofe 
them  to  communicate  worthily,  when  they  jirfi  receive 
the  Sacrament. 

It  is  alfo  moft  certain,  that  Hiftories  and  Examples^ 
however  it  comes  topafs,  have  a  great  advantage  to 
make  imprejjions  on  the  minds  of  Children,  above  dif 
courfes  and  reafonings,  which  are  above  the  capacities 
of  youth. 

1  ________      _ 1         —  r 

Note.  Where  the  Englifh  word  for  Birds  or  Beafts,  6rV. 
agrees  not  to  the  Alphabetical  order,  I  have,  fet  the  French 
word  in  the  Margin. 
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Eftabliflied  upon 

The  Miraculous  Refpe&s  and  Acknowledgments  which 
Beafts,  Birds,  and  Infe&s,  upon  feveral  occafions^  have 
rendred  to  the  H.  Sacrament  of  the  Altar,  t£c. 

"  A 

Abeilles,  Bees* 

X.  Bees  honour  the  H.HoJi  divers  ways,  by  lifting  it  from  the  Earthy 
and  carrying  it  in  their  Hives  m  it  were  in  Procejfion. 

A Certain  Peasant  of  Auvergne,  a  Province  in  France  >  perceiving  that 
his  Bees  were  likely  to  die,  to  prevent  this  misfortune,  was  advi- 
fed,  after  he  had  received  the  Communion,  to  referve  the  Hoft,  and  to 
blow  it  into  one  of  his  Hives.  As  he  tryed  to  do  it,  the  Hoft  fell  on 
the  ground.  Behold  now  a  wonder!  On  a  fudden  all  the  Bees  came 
forth  out  of  their  Hives,  and  ranging  themfelves  in  good  order,  lifted 
the  Hoft  up  from  the  ground,and  carrying  it  in  upon  their  wings,  placed 
it  among  their  CombesAfter  this  the  man  went  out  about  his  bufinefi, 
and  at  his  return  found  that  this  advife  had  fucceeded  ill,for  all  his  Bees 
were  dead.  Moreover  when  he  lifted  up  the  Hive,  he  faw  that  the  Hoft 
was  turned  into  afairChild  among  theHoney-Combes.Being  much  afto- 
nifh'd  at  this  change,  and  feeing  that  this  Infant  feemed  to  be  dead,  he 
took  it  in  his  hands,  intending  to  bury  it  privately  in  the  Church  but 
when  he  came  to  do  it,  he  found  nothing  in  his  hands,for  the  Infant  was 
vanifh'd  and  gone.  This  thing  happened  in  the  County  of  Ckrnwm^ 
w?hich,  for  this  irreverence,  was  a  while  after  chaftifed  by  divers  cala- 
mities, which  fo  difpeopled  thofe  parts,  that  they  became  like  a  Wil- 
dernefs*      Pet.  Onmac*  L  i,  c,  i. 

D2  2.  Bees 


IT  is  reported  of  another  poor  man,  that  going  to  vilit  his  Bees,  per- 
ceived them  to  make  a  tweet  harmony  j  he  flood  raviihed  a  while 
with  it,  not  knowing  what  it  meant.  The  night  following  as  he  went 
out  about  fome  bufinefs,  and  caft  his  Eyes  towards  his  Bees,  he  perceiv'd 
them  torejoyce,  and  fport  themfelves,  making  an  admirable  me- 
lody. He  firft  inform'd  his  Curate  of  it,  and  afterwards  the  Bilbop,  who 
after  they  had  confalted  about  it,  advifed  him  to  break  up  the  Hive, 
where  they  found  a  Box  or  Pix  made  of  Wax,  but  of  fuch  whitenefs, 
that  it  looked  like  Ivory,  and  within  it  the  H.  Sacrament  adored  by 
theBeev.vho  ranged  themfelves  into  two  Quires,and  fang  the  praifesof 
their  Creator.  The  Bifhop  gave  order  for  a  goodly  Proceflion,  to  cany 
back  the  H.  Hoft  to  the  Church  and  in  that  place  was  ere&ed  a  fair 
Chappel,  w  hich  became  a  place  of  refuge  for  the  fick  and  affli&ed. 
When  no  body  kne^v  from  whence  and  by  whom  that  Hoft  had  been 
brought  thither^  wo  Thieves  of  their  own  accord  difcovered  themfelves 
and  confefTed,that  hiving  ftollen  a  Pix,they  had  thrown  the  Hoft  againft 
the  Hives.        Cantiprat.  I.  2.c.  QQ.fec.  I. 

5.  Bees  eretl  a  compleat  Chappel  with  their  Wax. 

A Certain  Woman  as  rovetous  as  the  former  Peafant,  having  re- 
ceived the  Communion  unworthily,  carried  the  Hoft  to  her  lives 
for  to  enrich  her  Stock  of  Bees  \  and  afterwards  coming  again  thither 
to  underftand  the  Succefs,  fhe  perceived  that  the  Bees  acknowledging 
their  God  in  the  Sacrament,  had  with  admirable  Artifice  erected  to  him 
a  Chappel  of  Wax,  with  its  Dores,  Windows.  Bells,  and  Veftrie,  and 
within  it  a  Chalice  where  they  layd  the  H.  Body  of  Jefus  Chrift.  She 
could  not  long  conceal  this  wonder :  The  Prieft  being  advertifed  of  it, 
came  thither  in  Proceflion,  and  he  himfelf  heard  a  confort  of  moft  har- 
monious Mufick,  which  the  Bees  made  flying  round  about  the  H.  Sacra- 
craments  and  having  taken  it  out,  he  brought  it  back  to  the  Church 
full  of  comfon,  certifying  that  he  had  feen  and  heard  our  Lord  acknow- 
ledged and  praifed  by  thofe  little  Animals.      Cefariasl.  9.  c.S. 

I    4.  They  revenge  the  injuries  done  to  the  H.  Sacrament. 


Eafter-iUyy  received  the  Hoft  in  his  Mouth^nd  afterwards  laid  it 
among  his  Bees,  believing  that  all  the  Bees  of  the  Neighbourhood  would 

come 


Covetous  mind,  being  communicated  on 


(3) 

come  thitherto  work  their  Wax  and  Honey.  This  covetous  impious 
wretch,\vas  not  wholly  difappointed  of  his  hopes  5  for  all  his  Neighbours 
Bees  come  indeed  to  his  Hives,  but  not  to  make  honey,  but  to  render 
there  the  honours  due  to  the  Creator.  The  iflue  of  their  Arrival  was, 
rhat  they  melodioufly  (ang  to  him  Songs  of  praife  as  they  were  able; 
after  that  they  built  a  little  Church  with  theirWax  from  the  foundations 
to  the  roof,  divided  into  3  Rooms,  fufhined  by  Pillars  with  their  Bafes 
and  Chapiters.  They  had  there  alfo  an  Altar,  upon  which  they  had  laid 
the  pretious  Body  of  Jefus  Chrirt,  and  flew  round  about  it,  continuing 
their  Mufique.The  Peafant  who  took  notice  of  all  this,  though  he  could 
not  comprehend  the  meaning  of  this  harmony,  yet  was  right  glad  to  fee 
all  his  neighbours  Bees  met  together  there.    When  the  time  came  to 
examine  what  profit  he  had  made,  then  it  appeared  how  he  was  deceiv- 
ed. For  when  he  would  take  a  view  of  the  quantity  of  honey  and  wax, 
which  all  thefe  Swarms  had  made,  he  found  all  his  hives  empty  of  both ; 
and  coming  nigh  that  hive  where  he  had  put  the  H.  Sacrament,  the 
Bees  ifliied  out  furioufly  by  Troops,  and  furrounding  him  on  all  fides, 
revenged  the  irreverence  done  to  their  Creator,  and  flung  him  fo  fe- 
verely,  that  they  left  him  in  a  fad  cafe.  This  punifhment  made  thismi- 
ferable  wretch  come  to  himfelf  3  who  acknowledging  his  Error,  went 
to  find  out  his  Parifh  Prieft,  to  confefs  his  fault  to  him.  The  Prieft  dif- 
courfed  the  Bifhop  about  it,  who  advifed  him  to  go  in  proceffion  with 
all  his  Parilhioners.   At  his  Arrival  the  Bees  teftifyed  the  joy  they  had 
by  their  hummings,  they  came  forth,  andraifed  themfelves  into  the 
Ayr,  making  an  excellent  Melody.  When  they  lifted  up  the  Hive,  they 
found  that  artful  fabrick,  where  they  faw  upon  the  Altar  the  H.  Body 
of  our  Lord,  which  they  carried  back  with  reverence  and  great  cere- 
mony to  the  Church,*  linging  the  praifes  of  the  Lord,  who  fhould  be 
more  honoured  and  reverenced  by  men,  fincehehad  honour  from  thefe 
little  Animals.       Vincentim  in  fp:c.  moral.  1.  2.  dift.  21. p.  3. 

AgwAH^l       i .  A  Lamb  of  St.  Francis  makes  Jigns  to 
Lambe  j  a  Lady  to  go  to  Majfe. 

ST.  Francis  had  at  Rome  a  Lamb  that  ufed  to  be  prefent  at  Maffe  and 
Divine  Service  and  when  the  Saint  went  from  thence,  he  recom- 
mended it  to  a  Noble  Lady,  whom  the  Lamb  awaked  amornings  by  its 
bleating,  when  ihe  forgot  to  go  to  Maffe,  and  fignified  to  her  by  figns 
that  fhe  lhould  go  to  Church.    5,  Bonav.  in  w.  5.  Francis. 
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2.  A  Lanib  of  St.  Coleta  Iqieeled  at  the  Elevation  during  the  Majfe. 

THE  Humility  and  Sweetnefi  of  St.  Co/e^wasfuch,  that  the  Birds 
of  Heaven  were  emulous  to  fing  in  her  prefence,  and  came  to  feed 
at  her  Table:  for  this  quality  (he  accepted  a  Lamb,  which  one  made  a 
prefect  of  to  her,  as  a  meek  fimple  Animal,  and  alfo  becaufe  in  the  old 
Law  it  was  offered  in  Sacrifice,  reprefenting  Jefus  Chrift  the  Lamb  with- 
out Spot.  She  took  fo  much  pleaftirein  this  little  Animal,  that  ftiemade 
it  go  with  her  to  Church,  as  the  Sheep  of  St.  Francis  ufed  to  doe  ) 
where  without  making  any  noifeit  behaved  it  felf  with  great  modefty 
and  reverence,  and  when  the  Prieft  that  Officiated  came  to  the  confe- 
cration,  the  little  Lamb  bended  its  knees,  without  flirring  till  the  Ele- 
vation was  over.     Surius  ad  6.  Martii. 

jlragme,  ?  *•  A  Spider  do's  not  at  all  hnpoyfon  at  the  Majfe :  What 
A  Spider.  J  happened  to  one  of  the  Gjiertion  Order,  to 

St.  Conrade  and  St.  Norbert. 

A  Religious  perfon  of  the  Ciftertian  Order,  celebrating  theMafle, 
jlJl  in  the  prefence  of  his  Abbot  Walenus,  a  Spider  fell  into  the  Con- 
fecrated  Chalice.  Upon  his  doubting  whether  he  Lhould  drink  the  Con- 
fecrated  Wine,  his  Abbot  commanded  him  to  proceed,  and  he  in  obe- 
dience took  and  finiflied  all  with  great  courage,  and  with  fervor  and  de- 
votion. At  his  return  being  among  his  Brethren,  his  finger  itched,  he 
rubb  d  it,  and  then  a  fwelling  appeared  ?  and  after  that  before  them  all, 
this  Spider  opened  the  Skin  and  came  out  alive^fid  by  the  Abbots  com- 
mand was  burnt.  Henrique?..  infafcic*S.S.  Cifierc.  L  2.  difl.  26, 

2.  Another  inftance  to  the  famepwpofe. 

ST.  Conrade  Bifhop  of  Confiance  fwallowed  a  Spider,  that  fell  into 
the  confecrated  Wine.  They  that  knewr  what  he  had  done,  looked 
every  moment  for  his  death,  but  it  happened,  quite  otherwife-  The 
Bilhop  late  down  at  Table?  but  eating  nothing,  one  asked  him  the  rea- 
son-he  aniwered,that  he  waited  for  his  Hcrft,w  ho  would  comeprefently, 
and  leaning  his  head  upon  the  Table,  and  opening  his  mouth,  the  Spider 
immediately  iffued  out.  This  is  what  our  Saviour  had  faid  in  SiMatthew, 
That  if  his  Difciples  ihould  drink  porfon.  it  lliould  not  hurt  them  at  all. 
$mm  26.  November.  Corbin.lib.  7.  c.  Z.fol.  4^7- 

3*  Another 
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3.  Another  like  the  former. 

ONeday  as  St.  Norbm  (aid  Mafle  in  aChappel  underground,  a  Spi- 
der fell  into  the  Chalice  already  confecrated.A^err,  that  he  might 
lofe  nothing  of  what  was  there,  f wallowed  it.  When  the  Ma  fife  was 
done,  as  he  was  preparing  himfelf  for  an  unaviodable  death,  he  found  a 
great  inclination  to  fneez ,  and  though  he  look'd  upon  this  as  a  fign  of 
death,  yet  he  found  that  to  him  it  was  a  fign  of  Life  ;  For  this  Animal 
came  out  alive  at  his  Noftrils.  A  miraculous  Effect,  which  fo  increafed 
his  faith,  that  it  is  a  common  faying  now-a-days ;  the  Faith  of  Norben> 
the  Charity  of  Bernard,and  the  Humility  of  Milon  Bifap  of  Teroanne.  TU 
Bijhop  0/Bellay  in  his  Life. 

4.  A  Spicier  revenges  an  affront  done  to  the  H.  Sacrament. 

THomasoi vfrWe/,being  affembled  with  other  Prelates  in  the  Church 
of  St.  /Wat  London,  to  labour  the  converfion  of  a  Taylor,  who 
held  that  the  confecrated  Hoft,  was  onely  bread  blefled,  and  not  at  all 
the  Body  of  JefusChrift;  When  after  manydifputes  they  found  him 
obftinate  in  his  Herefy,  he  was  commanded  abfolutely  to  fubmit  him- 
felf, and  to  adore  God  with  all  reverence  in  the  H.  Sacrament.  Upon 
the  oppofition  that  he  made  there  even  as  far  as  to  blafpheme,  faying, 
that  a  Spider  rather  deferved  to  be  honoured  than  the  H.  Sacrament  of 
the  Altar,  Heaven  revenged  this  faying  fooutragious  againft  his  God: 
for  immediately  an  old  overgrown  Spider  unloofing  it  felf  from  the 
roof  of  the  Church,  came  down  by  the  guidance  of  its  thread,  upon  this 
{linking  curfed  mouth,  where  being  entred,  he  was  grievoufly  torment- 
ed, anfvverably  to  that  in  the  Proverbs,  c.6.  Thou  an  infrared  in  the  words 
of  thy  month.  After  this,  all  judged  him  to  deferve  death,and  in  conclufion 
he  was  condemned  to  be  burnt,  which  fentence  was  executed  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  the  Chancellour  of  the  Kingdom,  in  the  year  13  04.  Bndek^ 
30.  Tho.  Walden  I.  contr.  Joarmem  PVicklef.  &  alii. 

\Afnes,l  J*  4IFes  honour  the  H.  Sacrament,  making 

AlTes.  C  for  a  Prieji  that  carried  it. 

AN  Old  and  Simple  Prieft  of  the  Parish  of  St.  James  at  Cola?,  carry- 
ing the  Holy  Sacrament  oat  of  Town  to  a  Sick  Perfon,  and  going 
up  a  very  rough  Hill,  met  fome  loaded  Afles,  defending  towards  the 
Town,which  often  joftled  him,  by  reafon  of  the  nar'rownefs  of  the  way. 
At  length  not  being  able  to  get  before  them,  and  fearing  to  be  over- 
turned by  thofe  Beafts, .  he  l^ake  to  than  according  to  his  simplicity  in 

thi? 
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this  manner :  My  A(fes>  what  do  you  mean  ?  do  ye  not  fee  him  whom 
1  carry  ?  go  afide  and  ftop5to  make  more  room  for  your  Creator,  which 
I  command  you  in  his  name.  O  admirable  Obedience]  thofe  Afles, 
which  ufed  not  to  ftir  but  when  they  are  beaten,  prefently  went  on  one 
fide,  where  the  Hill  was  more  fteep  without  apprehending  any  danger, 
or  letting  fall  their  load.  The  Town  of  Collen  remembers  this  wonder 
to  this  day,  and  mentions  it  with  aftoniihment.   Cafaritu  /.  4.  c.  p?A 

2.  Another  fuch  lik*  Story. 

IN  the  16  Century  within  the  Venetian  territories,  a  Prieft  carrying 
the  H.Sacrament  without  Pomp  or  Train,to  a  fick  perfon,he  met  out 
of  the  Town  Affes  going  to  their  Pafture ;  who  perceiving  by  a  certain 
Sentiment,  what  it  was  the  Prieft  carried,  they  divided  themfelves  into 
two  Companies  on  each  fide  the  way, and  fell  upon  their  knees.  Where- 
upon the  Prieft  with  his  Clerk  all  amazed,  pafled  between  thofe  peace- 
able Beafts,  which  then  rofe  up,  and  as  if  they  would  make  a  pompous 
iliow  in  honour  of  their  Creator,  followed  the  Prieft  as  far  as  the  Sick 
mans  houfe,  where  they  ftayed  at  the  door,  till  the  Prieft  came  forth, 
whom  they  did  not  leave  till  he  had  given  them  his  blefling.  Father 
Simon  Rodriguez.,  one  of  the  firft  companions  oiSJgnattus^ho  travelled 
then  in  this  part  of  Italy,  informed  himfeif  carefully  of  this  matter,  that 
it  happened  a  little  while  before  our  Firft  Fathers  came  into  Italy,  and 
found  that  all  had  happened  as  has  been  told.  P.  Orlandin.  in  hisHift. 
of  the  Society,  torn.  1.  /.  2.  *.  27. 

3.  Another  admirable  Hiftcry  of  irhat  happened,  not  to  an  AJfey 
but  to  a  man  turned  into  an  AJfe. 

f  A  Certain  Knight  of  Jerufalem,  arriving  at  the  Town  of  Tamagufta 
j\.  in  Cyprus*  with  fome  others  of  the  fame  Order,  as  they  were 
bufied  to  provide  themfelves  of  things  neceflary  for  '  the  finifliing  their 
Voyage,  this  Knight  went  abroad,  and  walking  along  by  the  Sea  fide, 
he  accofteda  Woman,  and  asked  her  whether  ihe  had  any  Eggs  to  fell. 
She,  that  was  another  Medea  in  Sorcery,  feeing  him  young,  lufty,  and 
aftranger,  that  the  Country  people  might  fufped  nothing,  defiredhim 
to  waft  a  while,  and  (he  would  furnilh  him  with  every  tiling  he  want- 
ed. As  the  tarried  fomewhat  longer  than  he  would  have  had  her,-  fo  her 
fear  left  the  Pilot  ihould  not  leave  him  afhore,  caufed  her  to  make 
more  haft  f  So  ihe  brought  him  the  fcggs,  and  told  him,  that  if  the 
Ship  was  gone,  and  he  would  comeback  to  her,  he  fhould  be  welcome. 
With  this  provifion  he  drew  towards  his  Ship,  and  feeing  that  his  Com- 
panions 


(  7) 

panionswere  hot  yet  come,  he  fell  to  eating  his  Eggs.  As  he  was  eat- 
ing them,  to  his  admiration,  he  found  himfelf  w  holly  altered,  and  that 
he  went  as  it  were  out  of  himfelf,  fo  that  in  an  hours  time  he  became 
dumb,  and  as  if  he  had  loft  his  Brains  (fo  he  expreftit  after  he  was  well} 
not  knowing  whence  this  happened.  Moreover,  when  it  was  time  to 
fetSail,  he  drew  towards  the  Ship  to  take  his  place  there,  but  was  dri- 
ven away  by  great  blows  of  a  Staff,  fii.ce  he  was  changed  into  an  Afle. 
Hefufpedted  now  ill  dealing,  and  that  this  Woman  had  bewitched  him, 
hearing  them  call  him  Afle  sj  notwithftanding  tho.  \  h  he  could  not  make 
anfwer  being  dumb,  yet  he  made  another  attempt  to  get  into  the  Ship, 
but  was  treated  juft  as  before,  being  repulfed  as  an  Alie  by  the  ftroaks 
of  a  good  Cudgel  Being  thus  abandon  d  by  all,  he  was  forced  to  go 
back  to  that  Womans  houfe,  whom  he  ferved  as  an  Afle,  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  his  life,  the  fpace  of  3  years^  this  Witch  making  ufe  of  him 
to  carry  provifions  to  the  Houfe  :  at  3  ye«p  end  this  poor  young  man 
following  the  Sorcerefs  at  a  little  diftance,  comming  into  the  Towrn  in 
fhape  of  an  Afle,  by  good  chance,  palling  by  a  Church,  he  heard  the 
Bell  ring  for  the  Elevation  of  the  Holt  3  and  prefently  he  turned  to- 
wards the  Church ;  but  not  havingrthe  hardinefs  to  go  in,  fearing  to  be 
driven  away,  he  ftaid  without  bending  his  knees  and  leggs  towards  the 
ground,  and  raifing  his  head,  bowed  it  to  adore  the  H.  Sacrament.  This 
being  obferved  by  fomeiVIerchants  of  Genoa,  and  being  greatly  afto- 
nifh'dr- they  followed  this  Afle,  which  a  Woman  drove  away  with  a 
Cudgel,  and  went  after  them  both  as  far  as  to  the  houfe.  Hereupon, 
they  advertifed  the  Judge  of  the  Town  concerning  this  matter,  who 
caufed  both  the  Afle  and  Woman  to  be  apprehended.  She  being  exa- 
amined,  confefled  her  crime,  and  promifed  the  Judge,  that  if  he  would 
fuffer  her  to  go  home,  lhe  would  reftore  the  young  Knight  to  his  former 
fhape,  which  llie  did  :  As  for  her,  fhe  was  afterwards  condemned  to 
the  fire  and  burnt  for  a  Witch.  Nic.  de  Laghi p.  244.  &  Hier*  Mevgi 
de  arte  Exorcifiicd. 

^itqli^kO  :v:kis  i.'r'Mp        ..eYwifc»fi-4H*?fa-b:!jk  loHstffa  *j / ' 
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Biche,   7       1.  Hinds  come  to  Majfeon  a H. Martyrs  day,  and 
A  Hind.  3"  makg  an  offering  of  a  young  Cheverel. 

ST.  Athenogenesj  a  Martyr,  under  the  Emperour  Block fian,  whofe 
feaft  is  kept  on  the  16th  of  July,  returning  to  his  M'onaftery,  found 
none  there  faveaHind  ( the  Monks  being  before  laid  in  Prifcrj  J  which 
he  had  a  long  time  nouriflht.  She  prefenting  her  felf  before  him  and 
moving  his  Companion*  he  blefled  her,  and  prayed  God,  that  fhe  might 

E  never 


never  be  taken  nor  fall  into  the  Hunters  nets,  neither  fhe,  nor  her  young 

ones  I  Charging  her  further,  that  flag  and  others  of  them  fhould  yearly 
bring  a  Cheverel  to  the  Monaftei y,  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  this 
favour  and  priviledge.  All  came  t  >  pafs  as  the  Martyr  had  required : 
for  ever  ••'  yea*  after  the  reading  of  r  ue  Gofpel  at  the  time  of  celebrating 
the  Mafle  of  the  H.  Marcyr,they  lav  a  Hind  enter  into  the  Church,  and 
after  fhe  had  offered  a  Cherevei  to  the  Saint,  went  back  into  the  For- 
refrs:  It  was  ordained  that  this  -heverel  fhould  ferve  for  the  feaiting  the 
Priefts  that  had  celebrated  the  Office  on  the  day  of  that  Feaft.  Raderw 
Vrndarii  SS.p..  I. 

Oxen,  f  Oxen  adore  the  H.  cacrament. 

lErtain  Robbers  broke  ipto  a  Church  of  a  Town  called  Homely  fiez- 
ing  upon  a  Casket,  in  which  they  found  nought  befides  fomereli- 
ques,  and  thePix,  in  which  they  kept  theH.  Sacrament.  But  this  booty 
not  turning  much  to  their  profit,  they  leftall  in  the  Fields.  In  the 
morning  before  day,  a  Peafant  weat  out  with  his  Oxen  to  plow  ^  the 
Oxen  being  yoked  in  the  plough,  began  to  draw*  but  when  ihey  were 
come  to  the  place  where  the  H.  Pix  lay,  they  ftopt  on  a  fuddain  \  the 
Peafant,  not  knowing  what  was  the  matter,  cryed  to  them  aloud,  and 
pufh'd  them  with  his  Staff  to  make  them  go  forward,  but  all  in  vain. 
Heincreafed  his  blows  and  his  noyfeto  nopurpofe,  onely  that  he  receiv- 
ed their  kicks,  they  having  more  regard  to  the  H.  Sacrament,  than  to 
their  Patron.  The  Peafant  in  great  anger  left  his  plow,  to  look  whether 
any  thing  was  there  which  might  caufe  this  ftop.  As  he  did  this,  he 
took  notice  of  that  Pix  lying  at  the  feet  of  his  beads,  with  the  Relicks 
belonging  to  his  Village.  Being  in  a  great  aftonifhment,  he  left  the  field 
and  his  plough,to  advertife  the  Parilh-Prieft  of  what  he  had  found.Upon 
this  report  the  Prieft  came  out  in  proceffion  with  the  people  to  the  place 
where  the  Hoft  and  the  H.  Relicks  lay,  which  they  carried  Back  to  the 
Church  with  the  fame  devotion  \  where  they  put  them  under  a  more 
fafe  Glftody.    Cafarins  I.  p.  7. 

2.  Another  ftory  to  the  fame  purpofe. 

IN  Bavaria  not  far  from  Ityolftad)  a  Peafant  who  was  a  fimple  but 
devout  man,  not  being  able  on  all  Feftivals  to  be  prefent  at  Made  5 
becaufe  he  was  obliged  to  look  after  hisCattel,  put  a  part  ofthecon- 
fecrated  Hoft,  which  he  had  referved,  into  a  hole  made  in  his  Staf£ 
Which  when  he  could  not  go  to  Church,  he  always  fixed  in  the  ground, 

and 
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and  addreffed  his  prayers  to  it,  adoring  the  H.Sacratnent.Now  one  time, 
as  he  faw  his  beafts  run  about  hither  and  thither,  and  would  fain  Hop 
them,  he  heed lefly  threw  down  his  Staff,  where  the  H.  Sacrament 
was :  But  prefently  refleding  upon  what  he  had  done,  ran  in  great 
hafte  to  take  it  up  :  As  he  fell  on  his  knees  to  do  it,  he  faw  that  the 
ground ,where  his  ftaff  was,  depreffed  it  felf,  and  fo  much  the  more,  as 
he  lift  up  his  hand.  This  wonder  troubled  him,  and  ftill  more,  when 
rifing  up,  he  faw  all  the  Oxen  round  about  the  hollow-  place,  with 
bended  knees  adoring  our  Lord.  Upon  the  light  of  thefe  wonders, 
he  ran  bitterly  weeping  to  give  an  account  thereof  to  his  Parifli-Prieft  : 
He  addreffed  himlelf  to  the  Bilhop,  who  came  thither  in  Proceflion, 
and  with  great  reverence  and  humility  took  up  the  Staff,  in  which  was 
the  Holy  Sacrament.  In  memory  of  this  Miracle,  he  built  a  Chappel 
under  the  Title  of  Saviour.  A  world  of  people  came  thither  and  took 
of  the  Earth  of  this  hollow  place  in  teftimony  of  their  Devotion. 
F.  Lucas  Finelli  at  the  end  of  his  Meditat.  on  the  My  fiery  of  the  Sacra* 
ment. 

Brehis,   1       4.  A  Sheepfyieels  at  the  Maffe,  at  the  Elevation 
A  Sheep.  C  of  the  Confecrated  Hofi. 

AT  St.  Mary  de  Portmncula  one  gave  S.  Francis  for  an  Almes  a 
live  Ewe,  which  he  willingly  received  as  a  Symbol  of  innocence 
and  fimplicity.  He  admonifhed  her  to  live  in  the  Convent  without  dif- 
quieting  the  Friers  5  when  the  Friers  went  to  the  Quire,  this  Ewe  went 
into  the  Church,  and  kneeled  before  the  Altar  of  our  Lady  bleating,  as 
if  (he  would  falute  her  5  and  at  the  Elevation  of  the  moft  H.  Sacra- 
ment at  the  Mafle,  fhe  kneeled  in  token  of  adoration.   S.  Bonavent.  in 

vit.  5.  Francifcu 

c. 

Cannes^  1,  Ducks  are  prefent  at  MaJJe  on 

Ducks.  3  St.  Nicholas  day.  May  g. 

THereisinthe  Suburbs  of  Monfort  inBrktanie,  a  Parilli  Church  of 
St.  Nicholas, and  at  a  little  diftance  from  thence  one  may  fee  a  Lake 
not  far  fromaCaftle  of  that  Territory.  From  that  Lake,for  more  than 
a  hundred  or  200  years,  came  forth  a  Wild  Duck  ;  which  on  St.  Niche- 
las  day,  9th  of  May  evens  into  this  Church  with  a  number  of  Ducklins, 
and  among  the  people  there  aflembled  to  the  number  of  three  or  four 
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thoufand  perfons,  chofe  its  way  and  entred  the  Char ch,and  abode  there 
fome  while,  without  being  frighted,  and  afterwards  returned  peaceably 
to  its  Lake.  Some  years  fince  it  did  the  fame,but  more  feldom,and  not 
every  year.  As  a  Lord  of  the  Country  whofe  name  was  Dandelot,  who 
was  of  th?  Me-.v  Religion,  related  this  as  a  contrivance  of  fome  Prieft ; 
,  one  day  dining  in  this  To.vn  of  Mmfort,  this  Wild-Dack  came  thither, 
as  if  ihe  had  a  rnlnd  to  appear  to  this  man  of  a  falfe  perfwafion  ;  who 
being  advertifed  of  it  ca  ne  inQjerpo,  and  running  with  fome  of  his 
company  to  thefaid  Church,  he  beheld  that  Duck  enter  in,  and  after 
fome  while  returned  quietly  thither  from  whence  ibe  came  :  He  fol- 
lowed her  by  his  Eye  as  far  as  to  the  Lake ;  after  which  when  any  one 
(poke  of  this  Duck,  he  faid  not  a  word,  if  thefe  held  their  peace  the  ft  ones 
mil  cry  out .  Le  Sear  de  Argentre  in  his  Hiftory  of  Brittain,  /.  I.  p.  63,64. 
Joh.  Bapt.  Fttlgof  I.  de  Mirac. 

1.    Young  Ducks  d  fend  the  Church,  and  punifh  Offenders  till  they- 
make  reparation  for  the  wrongs  they  hjd  done. 

IN  the  Lake  of  Lagenne  in  Ireland,  one  may  fee  young  Ducks  among 
thofe  Ducks  of  S  Coleman,  that  had  been  made  tame  in  his  time, 
which  were  not  afraid  when  men  came  nigh  them.  Thefe  Ducklins 
that  met  together  in  this  Lake  about  the  number  of  fixteen,  conftantly 
when  any  injury  was  done  to  the  Church  where  the  H.  Sacrament  was 
lodged,or  to  the  Clergy,  they  forfook  this  Lake,  and  flew  far  away  to 
another,  and  returned  not  till  fatisfadtion  was  given,  and  reparation 
made  of  the  wrong  done  to  the  Church  and  Clergy.  And  during  their 
abfence,  that  the  reparation  might  not  be  deferred,  the  Waters  of 
that  firft  Lake  which  were  cleer  and  chryftaline,  became  muddy  and 
corrupt,  and  fmelt  fo  ill,  that  they  became  neither  fit  for  the  ufe  of 
Men  or  Beafts.  The  fame  Author  alfo  reports,  that  if  any  fhould  in- 
jure one  of  the  Birds,  for  being  Protectors  and  Defenders  of  the 
Church,  he  would  not  efcape  kng  unpuni;hed.  He  reports  that  a 
Kite  having  caught  up  in  his  Tallons.  one  of  thefe  Ducklins,  perched 
upon  a  Tree  to  devourit  but  immediately  all  his  Members  became 
ftiffe,  fo  that  he  could  not  perceive  the  prey  under  his  feet.  Another 
time  in  a  Winter  Froft,  a  Fox  caught  one  of  thefe  Birds  but  he  had 
better  have  let  it  alone  ^  for  in  the  morning  he  was  found  in  a  Grot 
nigh  to  the  Lake  (venerable  for  the  abode  of  S.  Coleman  there)  dead 
and  choaked  3  the  Duck  that  he  had  in  his  throat  flopping  his  breath. 
Nuremberg  ex  Sy  heft.  Gyr  aid,  lib.  2.  de  Mirac.  in  Eitropa, 
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Cerf,    7"    J  Stag  traces  the  Circuit  and  the  place  of  the  Church  of 
A  Stag.$         Noftre  Damedu  Puy,  at  Velay  in  Trance. 

IN  the  days  of  S.  George,  the  firft  Bifhop  and  Apoftle  of  Velay^  a  Wo- 
man of  that  Country,  who  had  a  long  time  been  lick  of  a  Quartan 
Ague,  one  day  as  ihe  was  afleep,  heard  this  voice  5  Betake  thy  felf  to 
the  Rock  d'  Amsy  this  is  the  place  where  I  will  cure  thee  :  She  obey-  v 
ing  this  voice,  found  there  a  large  and  fquare  Stone  like  an  Altar.  Be- 
ing feated  there  upon  it,  fleep  furprized  her,  and  at  the  fame  time  the 
Virgin  appeared  to  her,  faying  to  her  at  her  awaking,  Thou  fhalt  be 
cured,  and  know  that  I  have  chofe  this  place  to  be  honoured  there  in 
Ages  to  come.  All  which  coming  to  pafs  as  had  been  foretold  her,  (lie 
made  a  rehearfal  of  it  to  St.  George,  who  went  upon  this  Rock,  where 
he  was  further  allured  of  the  Virgins  pleafure  by  a  new  Prodigy :  for 
having  attained  to  the  top  of  the  Mountain,  he  faw  at  the  foot  of  the 
Rock  de  Corrmlk,  the  place  where  now  our  Ladies  Church  ftands,  all 
covered  with  Snow,  though  this  was  on  the  nth  of  July.  At  the  fame 
time  a  Stag  fuddenly  leapt  forward  in  the  Snow,  took  a  round,  as  it 
were  tracing  the  circuit  and  compafs  of  the  Church,  which  was  there 
to  be  built,  and  having  done  this,  difappeared  from  the  fight  of  all 
that  were  prefent.  S.  George,  proftrating  himfelf  on  the  ground,  to 
adore  the  traces  of  the  Divine  Providence,  immediately  ordained,  that 
following  the  prints  of  the  Stags  feet,  the  place  fhould  be  encompafled 
with  a  ftrong  hedge,  fo  that  it  might  not  be  profaned,  that  fince,  it 
could  not  be  yet  undertaken,  it  might  be  deferred  to  a  better  feafon. 
S.  George  therefore  contented  himfelf  with  marking  out  the  place  for 
the  Church,  and  other  Prelates  that  fucceeded  him,  had  not  the  hafdi- 
nefs  to  undertake  the  building,  till  S.  Pojfi  was  eftabliflit  Bifliop  there, 
who  gave  beginning  to  the  Church,  by  reafon  of  the  Miracle  follow- 
ing. In  his  days  a  Lady  of  a  very  noble^  Family  of  Polignac,  be- 
ing troubled  with  the  Palfey.  wras  advertifed  in  her  fleep  by  the 
Virgin,  that  if  ftie  would  be  healed,  the  fhould  go  up  to  the  Mountain 
called  Pay  £  Anis*  and  there  repofe  her  felf  upon  a  Stone  made  in  the 
fafhion  of  an  Altar :  Being  feated  upon  this  Stone,  fhe  fell  there 
afleep,  till  fuch  time  as  fhe  was  awaked  by  an  Angel :  At  her  waking, 
fhe  faw  the  Mother  of  God  furrounded  with  a  great  company  of  An- 
gels and  Virgins,  and  at  her  feet  (he  lay  proftrate  j  the  Virgin  advi- 
led  her  to  return  thanks  to  her  Son  for  the  health  that  was  reftored 
to  her,  and  to  let  the  Bifhop  know,  that  it  was  her  pleafure  they 
-  fhould  build  a  Church  in  that  place  for  the  invocation  of  her  holy 
naaie,  and  that  he  fhould  tranflate  thither  the  Epifcopal  See  of 
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according  to. the  advice  Ihe  had  given  to  S.George  his  Predeceflbr. 
This  being  refolved,  S.  rojfi  went  to  torn  to  get  a  Licenfe  from 
the  Pope,  where  he  arrived  in  the  year  224.  S.  Cdlxtm  who  governed 
then,  received  him  coarteoufly,  and  agreeing  to  his  requefts,  gave  him 
an  Arch  i  ted  called  Scut  aire  for  to  manage  the  work  :  The  Temple  was 
in  a  fhort  time  fintfht  and  ere&ed  with  great  firmnefs  and  perfe&ion  : 
When  the  debate  was  about  confecrating  it,  the  holy  Biihop  confi- 
dering  that  he  had  no  Relicks,  he  concluded  that  he  would  return  to 
Rome  'with  Scut  aire  for  to  obtain  them  of  the  H.  Father.  The  Evening 
before  they  \vent  away,  they  took  leave  of  the  people,  and  made  fait 
all  the  Church  doors  s  the  day  following  when  they  were  near  the  Ri- 
ver Loitej  a  quarter  of  a  League  from  the  Town,  they  met  two  vene- 
rable old  men.  S.  Fojfi  approaching  them,  demanded  of  them  whither 
they  were  going,  and  what  brought  them  into  thofe  quarters :  They  an- 
fwered,  We  are  Embaffadors  from  the  H.  Pope  of  Rome,  fent  to  Biihop 
^afi,  to  beftow  on  him  thefe  two  fmall  Caskets  full  of  holy  Relicks.The 
H.  Biihop  gave  them  thanks,  and  intreated  them  that  he  might  carry 
them  up  to  the  Mountain :  They  anfwered,  that  they  had  no  intention 
to  pafs  any  further,  and  at  parting  when  they  had  delivered  to  them  the 
Relicks  with  the  Breviates,  yet  further  to  confirm  them"  in  the  truth 
of  all  they  had  faid.  Know,  fay  they,  that  when  you  (hall  arrive  atthe 
Church  gates,  which  you  have  firmly  barred,  they  will  open  to  you  of 
themfeives ;  and  you  (hall  find  in  the  Church  three  hundred  and  twelve 
lighted  Torches,  the  Altar  anointed  and  marked  with  Holy  Oyle,  and 
you  (hall  alfo  hear  the  harmonious  Songs  of  Angels,  and  perceive  a 
moll  fweet  Odour.  Upon  this  they  difappeared ;  at  their  return  to 
the  Town  the  people  had  notice  to  be  ready  for  aProcellion,  and  the 
H.  Biihop  barefoot  and  in  his  Pontifical  Habits,  came  with  the  people 
to  Church,  which  as  foon  as  they  approached,  the  doors  opened  of 
themfeives  3  the  Church  was  lightned  with  three  hundred  and  twelve 
Torches,  with  all  the  other  circumftances  marked  by  the  two  old 
men.  The  Biihop  approached  to  the  Altar,  which  he  found  anointed 
with  H.  Oyl,  upon  which  he  placed  the  Holy  Relicks.  After  they 
had  folemnly  fung  the  Mafle  of  Dedication,  he  published  and  declared 
by  the  Authority  of  our  H.  Father  the  Pope,  that  the  Epifcopal  See 
was  from  thenceforth  tranllated,  from  the  Old  Town  of  relay,  to  the 
New  place,  now  called  £  Ams^  andinLatine  Ankium,  which  is  one  of 
the  molt  iiiuUrious  and  ancient  Churches  of  our  Lady,that  is  in  Europe,. 
lf  Odo  Gijfc,  in  his  Hifiory  of  our  Lady  du  Puy. 
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Chenilles,      7  3*  Caterpillars  revenge  the  injury  done  to 

Caterpillars,  y  77.  Sacrament. 

A Prieft  exorcifing  one  that  W£S  poflfeflfed,  demanded  of  the  Devil, 
why  a  woman  whofe  name  was  Hardifa,  had  been  fo  grievoufly 
tormented  by  him  3  She  has  welldeferved  it,  replied  he,  forflie.hath 
(owed  the  moft  High  upon  her  Coleworts.  The  Prieft  not  knowing 
what  this  meant,  and  the  Devil  denying  to  give  him  any  other  anfwer, 
he  went  to  that  other  poflefled  perfon  called  Hardifa,  and  told  her  the 
anfwer  the  Devil  had  made  him,  which  he  did  not  at  all-  underftand.  I 
underftand  it  well,  fays  Hardifa,  which  yet  I  have  never  told  to  any 
Soul  living.  Youmuft  kno  vthen,  faid  flie,  that  being  very  young,  I 
took  upon  me  to.look  to  the  garden,  and  making  no  profit  of  it,  becaufe 
Caterpillars  devoured  all  the  herbs,  I  learnt  afterward  of  a  wandring 
woman,  that  for  to  remedy  this,  Imuft  break  a  confecrated  Hoft  in  pie- 
ces, and  fcatter  them  upon  the  herbs,  and  they  would  fpring  up  again: 
I  did  fo,  faid  (lie,  but  to  my  own  harm,  as  you  fee.  Behold  here  what 
the  Devil  meant,  when  he  faid ;  She  fowed  the  moft  High  upon  her 
herbs-    Cdfarm.  I.  9.  c.  9. 

Chev  d>  1  4.  A  Horfe  given  to  a  Priefi  that  carried  the 

A  Horfe.  j*  H.  Sacrament  to  a  jick^perfon. 

WE  will  give  the  firft  place  to  a  Horfe  of  Ralph  Count  de  Hafpurg, 
and  afterwards  Emperour.  This  Prince  going  a  Hunting  heard 
the  little  Bell  ring,  as  the  Prieft  w  ent  w  ith  the  H.  Sacrament  to  a  Sick 
perfon.  He  thereupon  turned  back  to  meet  the  Prieft,  and  being  come 
up  to  him,  he  lighted  from  his  horfe,  and  prefented  him  to  the  Prieft, 
that  he  might  pafsoveraFord  of  the  River,  himfelf  following  on  foot. 
When  he  had  communicated  the  fick  Perfon,  the  Prieft  returned  a 
horfeback  to  his  Church,  the  Prince  going  all  the  while  a  foot.  The 
Prieft  paying  due  sefpefts  thanked  Count  Ralph,  and  offered  to  return 
him  his  horfe.  God  forbid,  faid  the  Prince,  that  I  fliould  pro'fane  the 
horfe,  which  God  has  thus  far  confecrated  by  the  Service  he  has  done 
him  ;  My  horfe,  faid  he,  belongs  to  God,  and  I  give  him  to  the  Church. 
When  he  had  made  this  donation  that  the  Church  might  not  be  burcen'd 
with  the  neceflary  charges  for  his  keeping,  the  Prince  fetled  a  certain 
revenue,  to  pay  for  the  horfes  keeping,and  he  made  it  perpetual,  as  well 
for  the  providing  horfe-meat,  as  for  the  purchafing  another  horfe,  when 
he  fliould  fail,  for  the  Service  of  the  Church.  2\  Gnalnms  F aulas  in [*U 
de  Enck,  Kithm. 
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y.  A  Jews  Horfe  pays  rsfpett  to  a  Trieft,  rvho  rcent 
with  theH.  Sacrament  to  a  Jicl^perfon. 

APrieft  carrying  the  H.  Sacrament,  met  a  Jew  on  horfeback,  who 
endeavouring  to  get  before,  his  beaft  kneeled  down  bowing  to- 
wards the  H.  Sacrament.  The  Jew  being  in  great  diforder  flackned  his 
Rein,  and  Spurred  him  hard-  But  his  horfe  would  nor  ftir  till  the  Prieft 
was  gone  by.  At  the  fame  time  he  heard  a  voice  from  Heaven  which 
fild,  Acknowledge  thy  Creator,  whom  thou  denyefl  to  be  born  of  the  Virgin 
Mary.  The  Jew  making  reflexion  upon  this  foregoing  adtion  of  his  horfe, 
and  this  divine  Voice,  was  converted  and  baptized,  f  rmpn  Difc.  ex- 
ttepL  32. 

6.  A  Horfe  Jignifies  to  his  Mafter,  that  he  jhould  hear  Maffe, 
before  he  went  about  his  affairs. 

APerfon  that  was  hard  put  to  it  to  difpatch  certain  affairs,  was  ex- 
horted by  fome  Clergy-men,  becaufe  it  was  Sunday,  to  hear 
Mafie,  before  he  took  his  journey  3  he  went  indeed  to  Church  to  be  pre- 
fent  at  Mafle,  but  through  his  earneft  defire  to  difpatch  his  affairs,  he 
went  away  before  it  was  ended.  He  came  home  and  got  on  horfe-back  5 
but  when  he  was  upon  going,  his  horfe  would  not  ftir  either  for  beat- 
ing or  fpurring.  This  unufual  obftinacy  of  his  horfe,  made  the  Matter 
conlider  with  himfelf;  upon  this  he  alights,returns  to  Church,  and  heard 
a  Mafie  from  the  beginning  to  the  end.  Ater  which  he  got  a^ain  on 
horfeback,  and  went  without  any  difficulty  about  his  bufinefs,  which  he 
difpatched  fooner  and  more  fuccefsfully,than  he  thought  he  ihould  have 
done.      Nicholas  de  Laghi  ex  Andr.  Ebor.  Lufit.  de  Or  at* 

%  Horfes  lofe  their  lives  for  faving  the  honour 
due  to  the  H.  Hofis. 

THe  Marlhal  of  Aumont,  having  brought  the  Town  of  St.  Forcien'm 
Ftance  under  the  League,  his  Souldiers  pillaged  the  Pariih  Church, 
from  w  hence  they  took  away  the  Pix  full  of  Hofts,  which  they  carried 
to  the  ftable  where  their  horiesttood.  Where  having  emptied  the  Pix, 
they  threw  the  Hofts  mingled  with  Oates  into  the  Manger  to  feed  their 
Horfes  therewith;  and  as  the  horfes  could  not  retire  being  tyed  to  the 
racks,to  prevent  the  indignity  that  might  happen,  fuddenly  tire  defend- 
ed from  Heaven,  and  killed  the  horfes,without  touching  any  ways  the 
Headttals,  Thus  the  horfes  loft  their  Lives  to  hinder  the  affront  and 

irreverence, 
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Irreverence,  which  the  Hereticks  would  have  put  upon  the  confecrated 

Hofts.    P.  Fodere  Hift.  de  la  province  de  S.  Bonavent. 

Chenre,    ?  3.  A  Shee-goat  brings  up  an  Ijif ant  devoted 

She-goat.  \  to  the  K  Sacrament. 

IN  Poland  an  Infant  was  loft,  its  parents  being  ignorant  what  became 
ofit,  for  the  fpace  of  three  years ;  the  Father  and  Mother  greatly 
affli&ed  at  this  milhap,  hadrecourfe  to  Heaven,  to  help  them  to  fome 
news  of  it.  After  all  they  made  a  vow,  that  if  they  could  learn  where 
it  was,  they  would  go  a  Pilgrimage  to  the  H.  Sacrament  of  Pofnamc. 
After  this  the  Child  was  found  in  a  Forreft,  and  told  them,  that  all  that 
time,  it  had  been  fed  by  a  Wild  Shee-goat,  which  had  alfo  taken  care 
to  defend  it  againft  the  Nights  cold.  Tratents  apud  Bsumnm.  Tom  5. 
p.  205.  w  fine. 

Chkns  ?  9*  D°gs  revenge  the  injury  done  to 

Dogs. '  y  the  H.  Hop. 

OVtatus  MUevitan  writes  thus  in  his  fecond  Book  againft  Parmemon> 
that  the  Donatift-Hereticks,  had  given  the  H.  Hoft  to  Dogs,  but 
that  their  own  Dogs,  inftead  of  touching  the  H.  Sacrament,  to  revenge 
the  injury  done  to  their  Creator,  fell  upon  their  Matters,  and  tore  them 
in  pieces. 

10.  A  Dogpunijhed  by  Heaven,  formating  a  noife  during  the  Majfe. 

IN  the  Life  of  Bl.  Dalmact  Monerio,  of  the  Order  of  St.  Dommck^  ic 
is  reported,  that  this  Father,  in  an  Embafiy  of  his  to  the  Convene 
of  Caftellon,  obferved  that  a  Lady  called  Vilieneufue  came  to  hear  Mafte 
at  this  Convents  Church,  accompanied  with  a  little  Dog,  which  made  a 
great  noife,  with  little  Bells  that  hang  round  his  neck.  He  intreated 
the  Lady  not  to  bring  the  Dog  thither  any  more,  which  {he  promifed. 
One  day  having  {hut  up*her  little  Dog  in  a  Chamber,  (he  came  to 
Mafle  at  the  fame  Church :  In  her  abfence,  through  the  carelefr.efs  of  a 
Servant  that  opened  the  Chamber  door,  the  Do?  flipping  out,  went 
ftrait  to  Church  to  find  again  his  Lady  5  asfoon2s  hewasentred,  he 
fell  a  barking  and  making  a  great  noife,  to  the  difturbing  of  the  Priefts 
Devotion  who  was  faying  Mafte.  Whereupon  Bl.  Dalmace  lifting  up  his 
Eye<3  prayed  God  not  totutferthat  Beaft  further  to  interrupt  his  Devo- 
tion. Behold  a  ftrange  Prodigy  i  at  that  inftanc  there  appeared  in  the 
Church  a  great  Dog  with  black  and  rugged  Hair,  feen  by  none  either 
before  or  after,  which  feized  fo  furioufly  on  the  Collar  and  Bells  of  this 
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little  Dog,  that  he  lay  overturned  for  dead  on  the  ground,  and  the  Bells 
he  had  round  his  neck,  were  never  feen,  the  leaft  parcel  of  them  any 
more.  Of  fuch  importance  is  filence  for  the  right  celebration  of  the  H. 
Sacrifice  as  S.^^/ej-eports,  that  a  certain  H.  Prieft  commanded  the 
Frogs  that  croaked  a  little  way  from  the  Church,  to  hold  their  peace  du- 
ring the  Divine  Office,and  they  obeyed.  Lib.  %.de  Jnftit.  Extract  from  the 
Life  of  B.  Dalmace  by  NicEymeric.  Jac.  Bleda.  Mirac.  1534.29$. 

A  Dog  refpetts  and  adores  the  H.  Sacrament,  and  punifhes 
the  Blafphemy  of  his  Mafter. 

Nicholas  de  Laghi,m  his  Book  of  the  Miracles  of  the  H.  Sacrament 
fays,  that  a  Jew  blafpheming  the  H.Sacrament,dared  to  fay  in  the 
prefence  of  many  Chriftians,  that  if  they  would  give  it  to  his  Dog,  that 
he  would  eat  it  up  without  fhewing  any  regard  to  their  God.  The  Chri- 
ftians being  very  angry  at  this  outragious  fpeech,  and  confiding  in  the 
Divine  Providence ;  had  a  mind  to  bring  it  to  tryal.  Prefently  one  fpreads 
a  Napkin  on  the  Table,  upon  which  they  laid  many  Hofts,  though  there 
was  onely  one  among  them  all  that  was  confecrated.  The  hungry  Dog 
being  put  upon  the  fame  Table,fet  himfelf  to  eat  them  all  up*,but  coming 
to  that  which  had  been  confecrated,without  touching  it,he  kneeled  down 
before  it,  and  afterwards  fell  with  rage  upon  his  Mafter,  catching  him 
fo  clofely  by  his  Nofe,  that  he  took  it  quite  away  with  his  Teeth.  Jac. 
de  foragine  in  the  Feaft  of  Corpus  Chrifti.  De  Laghi  traft.  d.l.p.  c.96.  The 
lame  which  S,  Matthew  warns  fuch  like  Blafphemers,  faying,  Give  not 
that  which  is  holy  to  Dogs,  left  they  turn  again  and  rent  yon,  C.  7. 

A  Teafant  being  delivered  from  mifchievous  Dogs,  devoted 
himfelf  to  the  H.  Sacrament. 

APeafant  of  Poland,  going  one  Sunday  in  the  Forreft,  fet  himfelf  to 
work,without  regard  to  the  holinefs  of  the  day,and  to  cut  down  a 
great  Tree:  While  he  was  at  work,  there  chanced  to  come  thither  a 
youth  that  was  akin  to  him,with  whom  he  took  his  repaft,to  recruit  his 
ftrength.  Mean  while  he  obferved  a  Gum  upon  a  Tree  hard  by,  and  fet 
this  Lad  upon  the  Tree  to  gather  it.  The  Tree  about  which  the  Peafanc 
had  taken  fuch  pains,and  now  bended  towards  the  ground,  came  down 
at  the  fame  time  and  fell  upon  theLad,&  kilFd  him  ftark  dead.TheMan 
fadly  frighted  with  this  accident,  ran  to  the  Village  to  get  counfel  and 
helpi  but  in  his  way,  behold,two  black  Dogs  and  very  furious  met  him, 
and  ran  after  him  to  fall  upon  him.  He  made  the  fign  of  the  Crofs  for 
his  defence,  and  vowe^  to  undertake  a  Pilgrimage  to  the  H.  Sacrament 
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qF  Tofranil  fo  he  might  but  efcape.  As  he  thought  them  to  be  infernal 
Dogs,  as  indeed  they  were,  fohe  perceived  them  fuddenly  to  tols  up 
anddown  furioufly,  and  to  fay  to  him  with  a  Mans  voice,  If  thou  hadft 
not  defended  thy  felf  with  thofe  Arms,  there  had  been  an  end  of  thy 
life,  both  body  and  foul.  The  Pealanc  right  glad  ro  fee  himfelf  out  of 
danger,  took  care  to  bury  the  youth,and  afterwards  performed  his  vow, 
and  repaired  to  Poframe,  there  to  return  thanks  to  God,  and  to  adore 
the  H.  Sacrament.      Treterw  apad  Bzovinm.  Tom.  y. 

An  Infant  was  born  with  a  Head  like  a  Greyhound,  whofe  'Father  wa$ 
hunting  without  regarding  to  fay  Maffe. 

A Gentleman  of  the  Low-Countrys  ufed  to  go  a  hunting  at  all  times, 
without  any  regard  to  the  Mafleor  Divine  Offices,  for  which  he 
had  been  often  blamed  by  his  wife,who  was  a  virtuous  woman.  Among 
many  Children  thatihe  bore  him,  (lie  had  one  born  whofe  Head  was 
like  that  of  a  Greyhound.  The  Mother  and  other  women  with  her  that 
beheld  this,were  all  fo  confounded,  that  they  thought  it  beft  to  bury  ic 
privately,  without  making  any  noife.  Upon  this  her  husband  returns 
home,  and  knowing  his  wife  was  brought  a-bed,  ask'd  to  fee  the  Child. 
Upon  the  fad  (ilence  they  all  kept,  without  making  him  any  anfwer,  he 
was  enraged,and  threatned,  having  drawn  his  Sword,  to  kill  them  all,  if 
they  would  not  fhow  it  to  him.  His  wife  undertook  to  pacifie  him,  and 
telling  him  all  that  had  paft,  afterwards  taking  up  the  Infant  out  of  the 
ground,  gave  him  a  fight  of  it,  and  then  faid  to  him ;  Behold  the  fruic 
that  is  come  of  your  not  regarding  the  H.Sacrifice  of  the  Mafle,  nor  Sx** 
days  more  rhan  other  working-days-  The  husband  was  hereupon  fo  much 
afhamed,that  he  changed  hiscourfe  of  life,  and  from  that  time  forward, 
hehadfuchan  efteem  of  the  Made  and  Divine  Offices,  that  it  made  him 
frequent  it  daily,to  the  great  edification  of  his  Family,  and  all  under  his 
chtfg£,jQh.Herold!aJifcip.Serm.22.NicJe  Laghi,trac.6Ji(t.  1 2.<r.  I :  I 2  5  9. 

The  admirable  vigilancy  and  devoir es  of  a  Dog,  in 
in  honour  of  the  H.  Sacrament. 

THE  Hiftory  of  the  Dog  of  Lisbon^  counted  a  prodigy:  It  is  repric- 
ed by F .Nieremberg  almoft  in  thefe  words.  In  Iwte,fays,he,  nigh  to 
S.7/i/K»rfdvvelt  a  Confe&ioner,who  kept  a  middlefiz'd  Dog, v.  hole  Hair 
was  marked  with  white  Spots.  It  was  two  years  ago  (  as  he  gees  on  ) 
that  he  took  up  a  Cuftom  to  follow  the  Holy  Sacrament,  when  it  was 
carried  to  fick  perfons;  they  did  not  mind  it  tillfeveral  months  after, 
as  neither  feveral  other  circumftances  which  begot  admiration.  Ffr&ai 
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all  times  when  they  tolled  the  Church- Bell  to  give  men  notice  of  the 
honour  which  is  to  be  paid  to  the  Sacrament,  on  a  fudden  this  Dog  went 
out  of  the  houfe,  after  that  he  returned  :  When  the  fign  was  given  that 
the  Prieft  was  going  abroad  with  the  H  Sacrament,  he  haftily  returned 
to  the  Church,  and  ftayed  till  he  faw  them  come  forth  with  the  H.  Eu- 
charift  under  a  Canopy,  then  jumping  towards  the  Children  that  march- 
ed before  with  the  Cymbal,he  went  and  came  to  this  fide  and  that  fide, 
as  if  he  would  fet  in  order  the  proceiTion  that  was  made  for  Jefus  Chrift. 
The  Dog  is  gentle  and  peaceable  in  his  conditions,  being  accuftomed 
to  live  among  men,  but  yet  at  fuch  times,  he  neither  obeys  nor  owns 
any  perfon,  no  not  his  Mafter,  if  he  fhould  chance  to  call  him.  In  this 
manner  he  goes  along  to  the  fick  perfons  houfe,  waits  at  the  door  or  in 
the  ftreet ;  afterwards  brings  back  our  Lord  to  the  Church,  and  (lays  there 
till  he  be  again  placed  in  the  Tabernacle.  One  night  hearing  the  Bell  for 
carrying  out  the  Sacrament,  he  would  go  away,  as  his  Cuftom  was, 
and  finding  the  houfe-door  (hut,  he  came  to  . his  Matters  Chamber,  and 
went  round  his  bed,  barking  lovingly,  that  fome  body  would  open  the 
door   which  not  being  done,  he  found  a  Servant  that  was  yet  awake,, 
after  he  had  fawned  on  him,  running  round  him,  he  pluckt  him  by  the 
Coat,  and  drew  him  to  the  Gate,  which  when  he  had  it  open,  he  went 
Itreight  to  Church,  and  the  H.  Sacrament  being  brought  back,  he  return- 
ed home.  Another  time  accompanying  the  H.  Sacrament,  he  met  a  Ped- 
lar deeping  by  a  fountain,and  taking  his  Afle  by  the  Halter,he  ran  bark- 
ing at  him,  and  never  ceafed  till  he  had  waked  him,  and  faw  him  kneel 
and  adore  the  H.  Sacrament.  Another  time,following  the  H.  Sacrament,, 
he  met  a  Country-woman  upon  an  Afle,  immediately  he  fell  a  barking 
a-loud,and  leapt  upon  the  woman,  who  being  frighted,  no  body  giving 
her  notice,  (lie  alighted  and  adored  the  H  Eucharift,  and  the  Dog  with- 
out making  a  noife  purfued  his  wayjeaving  her  in  peace.  Another  time 
following  the  H.  Sacrament,  he  met  a  Gentleman  of  Qyality,  who  not 
feemingasif  he  would  alight,  he  thereupon  fet  upon  him  barking  furi- 
oufly,  till  he  had  done  fo5  and  had  adored  Jefus  Chrift.  Neverthelefe 
the  horfe  gave  him  a  kick,  which  hurt  the  Dogs  foot,  which  the  Gentle- 
man commanded  his  Servant  to  take  care  of,  but  he  would  not  be  catchy, 
but  followed  the  H  Sacrament  limping  and  holding  one  foot  up  *  but 
when  he  came  home,  he  let  them  of  the  houfe  look  after  his  hurt  foot, 
and  it  was  quickly  healed.  The  fame  Father  reports  many  other  refpe&s 
this  Dog  had  fhown ,  to  conftrain  men  to  honour  God  in  the  H.  Sa- 
crament ;  and  though  fome  endeavoured  to  withdraw  him  from  fuch  re- 
fpedls,  yet  he  continued  them.  The  Dog  was  then  alive  at  Lisbon  when 
the  Reverend  Father  wrote  his  Hiftory  in  the  year  1635.  P.  Nimmbzrg 
in  bifioria  Nature 
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Cohmbes^)  Several  Holy  Trie  (Is  have  been  honoured  by 

Pigeons,  y  Pigeons,  while  they  faidMafe. 

SEveral  have  feen  Pigeons  often  perch  upon  the  heads  of  fuch  as  have 
celebrated  the  H.Sacrifice  of  the  MaflTe  It  happened  Co  to  StiKcmigtr** 

in  Ireland,  to  St.Cunibert,  to  \l.j4nfclme  of  the  Ctftercian  Order,  to  B.  Chri- 
ftopher  companion  of  St.  Francis.  So  it  alfo  happened  to  Pope  Gregory 
IX.  when  he  (aid  Maflfe  in  the  defert  of  Camaldoli,  which  was  a  prefage, 
that  he  would  come  to  be  Pope.  The  fam&  happened  to  Pope  Marcel- 
Ins  II.  while  he  faid  Maflein  the  Church  of  our  Lady  of  Loretta,  a  mark 
of  the  Soverai^n  dignity  to  which  he  was  called  by  Heaven,  and  was  af- 
terwards confirmed  to  him  by  the  Mother  of  God,  whilft  he  faid  MaflTe 
at  the  fame  Altar.    Turftllin.  /.  3.  c .  20.  hifiorU  Lanretant. 

A  Figeon  brhigs  a  H.  Hofl,  to  communicate  one 
newly  Converted  to  the  Faith. 

THe  H.  Martyrs  Fauftinns  and  Jovita,  having  baptized  at  Milan  a 
Souldier  named  Secundns,zs  they  were  about  to  give  him  the  Com- 
munion, according  to  the  ufageof  the  Church,  having  no  bread  at  all 
wherewith  to  confecrate,  a  Pigeon  flew  into  the  Prifon  with  an  Hoft  in 
her  Bill,  and  having  aflured  them  it  had  been  confecrated,  being  fent  thi- 
ther by  Heaven,they  therewith  communicated  the  new-made  Chriftiaiu 
Sunns  in  vita.  SS.M.  M.Fauftini  &  Jovita. 

Pigeons  informed  the  Eaftern  Bijhops  concerning  the  Holitiefs. 
of  the  Sacrifice,  and  of  the  Pope  that  celebrated. 

A Bout  the  year  1 145.  in  the  days  of  Pope  Lucius,  or  as  others  of  Pope 
Eugenins,  Embafladors  above  a  1000.  in  number  from  the  Armeni- 
an Bifhops,and  from  their  Metropolitan  whom  they  call  Catholick,  that 
is  to  (ay  Univerfal,came  to  find  the  Pope  at  Romero  fubmit  themfelves 
to  his  Obedience,  and  to  take  from  him  the  molt  perfeft  form,^  which  he 
fliould  judge  they  ought  to  obfervein  themoft  holy  Sacrifice  of  the 
MaflTe.  The  Pope  received  them  very  courteoufly,  and  invited  them  to 
come  to  (ee  him  officiate  on  a  folemn  day  that  drew  neer.  The  Legats 
who  were  alfo  Bi(hops,and  had  made  a  journey  of  18  months,  failed  not 
to  open  all  the  Eyes  of  their  fouls  and  bodies,  to  obferve  this  Pontifical 
Mafie.  After  the  confecration,  they  faw  a  great  light,  like  a  globe  of  the 
Suns  Rays  to  fall  dowTn  upon  the  Head  of  the  Pope,  and  to  encompals  it 
like  a  Crown,  and  two  Pigeons  alfo  flying  up  and  ciefcending,  without 
being  able  to  difcoverany  hole  in  the  Church,  through  w  hich  that  light 
and  thofe  Pigeous  might  come  in  >  And  when  the  Communion  was  over, 

all 
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-all  difappeared  :  Thus  our  Lord  would  honour  his.  Vicar  in  the  prefence 
ol  th&A,  mnim  Legats,  that  fo»  being  ravhb'd  with  the  San&ity  of  his 
Vicar,  and  the  wonders  offo  holy  a  Sacrifice,  they  might  fubmit  them- 
felves  more  eafily  tv  the  SucceflTors  of  St.  Peter.  Corbin.  mirac.  740.  Pa* 
■  xeg.  IJ4.  p.  460. 

A  Pigeon  fucks  the  Blood  confecrated  by  a  "wicked  Trieft,  and  re  fores  it  to 
the  'Prieft,  after  he  had  confejfed  his  Sin. 

IN  the  year  1 200.  at  Leon  in  Spain,  a  Prieft,  tho*  he  had  defiled  himfelf 
with  a  woman,  yet  dared  to  approach  to  the  Altar,  on  the  holy 
night  of  the  Nativity  of  our  Lord,without  confelTing  himfelf  beforehand. 
At  the  firft  and  fecond  Mafle,  before  he  had  confecrated,  and  faid  the 
P*ter-nofiery  on  a  fudden  a  Pigeon  flew  with  great  (wiftnefs  towards  the 
Prieft,  and  putting  its  Bill  into  the  Chalice,  fuck'd  out  all  the  Blood, 
and  with  her  wings  took  up  the  Hofts  out  of  the  Priefts  hands  and  flew 
away.  The  Prieft  being  frighted  and  concerned  in  this  accident  that  was 
repeated,  took  care  not  to  pafle  to  a  third  Mafle,  without  confefling  him- 
felf,and  repenting  of  his  Sin.  In  the  fequel,  as  he  was  celebrating  the  thircj 
time,  and  came  to  the  Pater,  the  Pigeon  returned,  and  putting  her  Bill 
into  the  Chalice,  caft  up  again  all  the  Wine  (he  had  fucked,  and  let  fall 
the  two  Hofts  (he  had  carried  aw  ay,  at  the  foot  of  the  Chalice.  This  ex- 
traordinary wonder,  teaches  Priefts  a  good  Lefibn,  how  they  ought  to 
be  dilpofed,  when  they  are  to  celebrate,  and  approach  the  Altar. 
Pr.  James  Bleda,  in  his  Treatife  of  the  Fraternity  of  the  H.  Sacrament,  Mi- 
racle 222.  who  fays  that  he  had  taken  it  out  of  the  Spamfi  Chronicles  of  Peter 

Michael  Carbonel. 

S.  Edmund  was  communicated  by  a  Pigeon. 

ST.  Edmund  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury  he  had  applied  his  mind  fe- 
rioufly  to  confider  the  Argument  of  the  H.  Trinity,  on  purpole  to 
prepare  himfelf  for  a  publick  Difpute,  which  was  to  be  held  upon  this 
Myftery,retiring  himfelf  late  to  take  his  reft,he  thought  that  in  the  night 
time  a  Pigeon  brought  to  him  the  H.  Sacrament,and  that  he  received  it. 
On  the  day  of  difputation,he  came  into  the  Aflembly,  and  dilcourfed  in 
fo  high  a  manner  upon  this  Subjeft,  that  all  that  were  prefent  were 
greatly  aftonifhed  and  edified.  Bleda  1.  Mirac.127.  p.  227.  exfitm. 

A  Pigeon  marks  out  the  outfide  lines,  and  form 
of  a  Chappel  of  our  Ladies. 

A Gentlewoman  of  Bononia  called  Ricciola  Galoni,  with  her  Husband, 
had  made  a  vow  to  build  a  Chappel  to  the  Virgin  upon  a  Moun- 
tain nigh  to  that  Town-,  they  had  only  digg'd  for  the  foundations,  when 
the  Mafons  perceived  a  Pigeon,  that  turned  round  about  them,  and 

feemed 
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feemed  to  mark  a  certain  fpace  with  little  flicks  which  fhe  had  gathered 
together  hither  and  thither,andthis  by  thefpace  of  two  days.  The  No- 
velty of  the  thing  made  them  look  upon  it  as  extraordinary  fo  that  the 
report  of  it  having  run  abroad,  many  came  thither  from  Sonoma.  The 
Biihop  came  over  thither  with  his  Clergy,  and  had  the  pleafure  to  fee 
with  his  own  Eyes  this  Pigeon,  how  bufiefhe  was  in  making  this  round, 
without  being  concerned  at  the  great  number  of  perfons  fhat  obferved 
her.  He  presently  judged  that  the  H.  Virgin  had  fent  it  to  trace  the 
boundaries  of  the  Chappel  which  Rkciola  had  projected-  Wherefore  he 
advifed  her  to  caufe  it  to  be  built  round  in  the  fame  place  that  the  Pi- 
geon had  marked ;  which  fhe  did  with  fuch  diligence,  that  on  the  firft 
day  of  September  follovving,it  was  ready  for  Consecration :  The  frequent 
Miracles  that  were  done,  Sufficiently  teftified,  that  the  H.  Virgin  had 
chofe  that  place  for  to  be  honoured  there.  Sigonins  in  Epifcopis  Bowm- 
en fib  us  ;  Leander  in  defer  ipt.  Italic. 

Ravens,  Crows,  Choughs,  and  other  Birds  of  prey,  affembled  ordinarily  ^e'**' 
nigh  to  Ravenna,  on  S.  ApollinariusV  day,  during  crnmUUst 

the  Divine  Office,  that  was  faid  there.  Crows. 

JJ  J  ebo&xtu, 

A Great  number  of  Ravens,Crows,Choughs,  &  other  fuch  like  birds,  chou^bSfc- 
flockt  together  yearly  from  all  parts  of  Italy  near  the  Town  of  Ra- 
<venna,zt  the  Feafl:  of  S.  ^pollinarmsfird  Biftiop  of  this  Town,for  to  make 
an  extraordinary  concourfe  to  this  Solemnity ,during  the  time  of  celebra- 
ting the  Office  in  the  prefence  of  the  H.Sacrament.The  people  of 'Raven- 
na,for  an  acknowledgment  of  the  refpeft  they  fhewed  to  their  Apoftle, 
had  in  readinefs  the  dead  body  of  a  Horfe,upon  which  thefe  Birds  made 
their  repaft,  before  their  return  to  the  place  from  whence  they  came. 
Some  attribute  this  marvel  to  a  miracle  that  had  been  wrought  by  the 
H.  Bifhop  ;  and  it  might  happen  that  this  fort  of  Birds,  might  have  been 
banifh'd  and  driven  away,  becaufe  they  defiled  the  Church  with  their 
dung,and  hindred  the  Divine  Office  at  Mafle  and  other  times  by  their 
doleful  and  troubletome  noife,  and  for  this  reafon  fome  believe  that  the 
City  took  its  name  from  thefe  Birds.  Niremberg.  de  mirac>  natHra,l.i.c>Ar 

a 

A  Dragon  is  made  tame  by  the  vertue  of  the  H.  Majfe. 

ST.  Paul  Bifl^  of  Leon,  of  the  Country  of  Ireland,  being  intreated  by 
the  Inhabitant  of  a  Sea-Town,  to  deliver  them  from  a  Dragoa 
that  ruined  their  Country,  and  hindred  them  from  going  freely  abroad 

•  .  the- 


repented,  and  renounced  their  Superftitions.  .Which  when  they  had 
done,  he  appointed  his  Nephew  to  prepare  an  Altar  at  which  he  might 
fay  Maffe.  When  Maffe  was  done,  he  went  out  of  the  Church,  and  being 
filled  with  divine  confidence,  he  with  a  loud  voice  fummoned  this  Sa- 
vage beaft  to  make  his  appearance,  without  doing  hurt  to  any  one.  Im- 
mediately Che  Dragon  appeared  with  open  mouth  and  rolling  Eyes 
fparkling  with  choler,  and  went  ftreight  towards  the  Saint,  carting  him-  * 
felf  at  his  feet.  St.  Pari)  caft  a  dole  round  his  neck,  and  faxing  his  ftaff 
in  the  ground,  he  there  bound  the  Dragon  without  any  refiftance,or  mak- 
ing any  motion  to  get  away  from  him,  as  if  he  had  been  tamed  and  made 
as  gentle  as  a  Lamb.   Colganus  in  vita  S.  Jaonez.  2.  Martiu  pag.  442.  n.  8. 

Dragons  revenge  the  injuries  done  to  the  H.  Eucharift. 

CErtain  Inhabitants  of  a  Town  in  Italy  having  received  the  Commu- 
nion on  an£^er-^,thf  ough  gr&t  irreverence  fpenc  the  reft  of  the 
day  in  fports  and  lafcivious  dancings.  The  Divine  vengeance  followed 
them  quickly  after.  For  among  their  punifhments  God  fenta  Deluge  of 
Water  upon  their  Land,  which  overwhelmed  all  their  Harveft  of  Com, 
and  drowned  all  their  Meadows ;  from  whence  came  forth  Dragons  that 
encumbred  their  ways  when  they  were  dryed,  fo  that  none  could  walk 
into  the  Field  without  fear  of  his  Life.  The  Country  lying  wholly  de- 
folate,  a  Holy  perfon,  moved  with  compaflion,  prayed  to  God  earneft- 
ly,  to  turn  away  his  wrath,  or  at  leaft  to  tell  him  the  caufe  of  it.  Upon 
this  an  Angel  appeared  to  him,  and  asked  him  this  Queftion,  If  any 
perfon  fhould  be  fo  daring,  as  to  lay  hands  upon  the  Emperours  Son,  and 
by  wicked  Treachery  and  Treafon  caft  him  into  a  dark  and  ftinking 
Dungeon,  what  punifliment  would  this  infolent  perfon  deferve  ?  The 
good  man  anfwered,  That  he  deferved  to  be  put  to  death  and  quarter- 
ed :  But,  added  the  Angel,  What  if  another  fhould  take  the  Fix,  in 
which  the  H.  Hoft  is  kept,  and  before  a  great  number  of  people,  fhould 
caft  it  into  a  fink  full  of  filth  and  naftinefs,  what  punilhment  was  cue 
to  this  facrilegious  perfon  ?  The  H.  man  reply 'd,  That  he  ought  to  be 
burnt  as  Hereticks  are.  Upon  this  the  Angel  (aid  \  The  Inhabitants 
of  this  place  have  put  the  Son  of  God  into  a  ftinking  obfeure  Prifon ; 
and,  which  is  more,  they  have  caft  the  H.  Pix,  that  is,  their  heart,  into 
a  dunghill  of  all  forts  of  undeanneis  and  vanities,  for  which  crimes  they 
have  merited,  thefe  and  greater  Chaftiiements.  When  the  people  un- 
derftood  this,  they  tet  themfelves  to  repent  of  their  fins,  that  they 
might  be  delivered  from  thefe  puniihments.   In  Spec.  Exempt,  tit.  £u- 

ihar.  £.v.  IJ. 
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The  Elephants  at  Goa,  come  in  the  Proc-efion  of  the  //.  Sacrament. 

I Find  the  Elephants  alfo  do  honour  to  their  Creator  in  the  H.  Eucharifk 
As  this  is  a  Creature  braving  and  defirous  of  glory,  they  are  wont  at 
Goa,  a  capital  City  of  the  Eaft  Indies,  to  introduce  them  in  a  folemn  Pro- 
ceflion  they  make  in  honour  of  the  H.  Sacrament,  on  Corpus  Chrifli  day. 
The  young  ones  march  firft,  after  follow  the  older  Elephants  all  magnifi- 
cently cloathed,  carrying  the  CrofTe  and  Armes  of  Portugal ,  painted  in 
their  natural  colours  on  the  head ,  and  their  whole  Body  }  each  of  them 
carries  Men  on  his  Back,  one  five  or  fix  Trumpeters,  others  as  many  Muft- 
tians,  whofe  loud  Eccho's  are  heard  during  the  Proceffion.  This  vail  Ani- 
mal, which  is  eafily  chafed  at  other  times,  at  this  time  marches  with  a  gate 
fo  peaceable,  but  accompanied  with  fuch  gravity,  that  he  feems  to  appland 
himfelf  and  fwell  as  men  are  wont  to  do,  in  this  Pomp  and  Magnificence : 
AIL  Men  and  all  Animals  render  this  homage  to  their  Creator.  Quantum 
fotes7  tantnm  aude.  Nuremberg,  in  Hifl.  nature,  I.  p.  c.  88. 

The  Ermine  ferves  for  a  fubjed,  to  honour  th$  H.  Sacrament. 

Nigh  to  CMariembwg  in  Prnffia^  a  Carpenter  being  in  company  with  a 
quarelfome  perfon  in  the  fame  Lodging,  and  being  forced  to  defend 
himfelf,  he  grievoufly  wounded  this  impertinent  fellow.  For'  this  he  was 
c^ft  in  Prifon,  and  afterwards  having  learnt  the  wounded  man  was  like  to 
dye,  he  fought  all  ways  to  get  his  Liberty.  And  calling  to  mind  the  Mira- 
cles which  the  H.  Sacrament  of  Pofnanie  wrought  in  high  Poland,  he  promi- 
fedto  take  a  Journey  thither,  if  Heaven  would  bring  him  out  of  the  danger 
wherein  he  now  was.  Prefently  after  he  had  made  this  Vow,  befaw  an 
Ermine  creep  along  the  wall  of  the  Tower  ,  to  a  certain  place  \  which  be 
look'd  upon  as  a  good  token  of  his  Deliverance.  He  went  to  that  place 
without  delay,  and  found  Tools  there,  fit  to  open  a  breach  for  him  to  efcape 
Prifon.  In  conclufion,  going  to  work  with  them,  the  Stones  were  Ioofened 
and  tumbled  down  without  much  difficulty,  Heaven  feeming  to  cooperate 
with  his  juft  defire.  When  the  paflage  was  opened  thr6  which  2  men  might 
go,  he  haftily  fprang  out  of  Prifon.  Afterward  he  went  out  of  the  Town, 
without  being  difcovered,  altho  the  Magifirates  had  fen#t4a  Mcflenger  after- 
wards to  apprehend  him  :  So  he  arrived  fafely  at  Pofnanie,  where  he  declared 
this  Miracle,  and  performed  the  Vow  he  had  made  to  go  thither*  to  render 
his  thanks  to  God.    Trawns  apud  Bzovinm,  torn.  1.5. 
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F. 

^4  Falcon  teaches  us  the  reverence  and  decency  due  to  places, 
where  the  H.  Sacrament  lies,  aud  is  kept. 

IT  is  reported  of  a  Falcon,  which  in  the  days  of  S.  Brigh  the  Virgfn, 
made  its  abode  continually  in  a  Towre  of  a  Church  ;  that  for  the 
reverence  owing  to  the  place  where  the  H.  Sacrament  is  kept ,  he  would 
not  fuffcr  the  company  of  any  female  there,  but  at  breeding  tin  e  it  retired 
afar  off  from  thence  tothe  Mountains,  an'!  having  fatisfied  nature,  returned 
again  to  its  ancient  abode  j  leaving  a  good  example  of  the  decency  that  is 
owing  to  Churches  and  Holy  places.  Nieremb.  in  hifi.  Nat.l.  12.  c.  38. 

Fourrais    ^nts  ^  f^e  Pxiiftment  f^at  befell  themy  Jheiv  the  reve* 
Ants.'  rence  due  to  Altars,  and  to  the  H.  Sacrament. 

IN  a  Church  of  one  of  our  Colledges  in  Tortugat,  on  the  day  of  a  great 
Feaft,  the  Sexton  had  fet  Pots  with  fine  Pofus  of  Flowers ,  round  the 
Tabernacle  where  the  H.  Sacrament  repofes :  In  the  night  a  troop  of  Pi f- 
mires,  which  had  their  retreat  not  far  from  the  Altar ,  drawn  by  the  fweet 
fmell  of  thefe  flowers,  came  neer  to  the  Tabernacle,  to  forrage  for  Provi- 
fion  :  but  this  their  irreverence  was  immediately  chaftized,  for  the  day  fol- 
lowing the  Sexton  lifting  up  the  Tapeflry  that  covered  the  Altar,  he  found 
them  all  dead  neer  the  Tabernacle.       Ex  Literis  arm:  frov.  LufitanU. 

Getfnes.  ^. 

Henns  honour  the  H.  Sacrament. 

BL.  Ida  of  Lwtin,  before  fhe  entred  into  the  Ciftertian  Order,  had  ufed 
to  feed  Henns  and  other  tame  Foules  y  and  after  fhe  was  a  pro  efled 
Nun,  fhe  had  fo  great  devotion  to  the  H.  Sacrifice  of  the  MafTe,  that  fhe 
brought  thither  all  her  Henns  and  other  Poultry,  which  followed  her  at  her 
call,  and  in  the  Church,  as  far  as  they  were  able,  humbled  themfelves,  and 
kept  themfelves  before  the  molt  Holy  Sacrament  of  the  Altar  without  making 
any  noife,  to  the  admiration  of  all  the  people  there  prefent.  Corbin  in  his 
Banegyrick  on  the  H,  Sacramerjtr  Miracle  74  f.  p  504. 

A  Hen  revenges  the  injury  done  to  the  H.  EuchariJ}. 

TN  the  year  1 56 1 .  at  Nwegen  ,  a  Town  of  {jelderland^  two  Libertme  Here- 
ticks,  flopping  at  an  Alehoule  the  fecondday  of  the  Feaft:  of  £*/?<r,  made 
a,  challenge,  which  could  fooneft  fwallow  his  Egge.   One  of  them  hearing 

the 
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the  Bell  which  ufes  to  be  carried  when  the  Prieft  goes  with  the  H.  Sacra- 
ment to  a  lick  Per  fon  ,  faid,  tjiat  he  would  fooner  (wallow  his  Egge,  than 
the  lick  Perfon  his  God  or  idol,  for  fo  he  called  the  H.  Sacrament  in  con- 
tempt j  but  this  he  did  to  his  own  hurt :  for  the  pgg  ftopt  in  his  throat,  and 
he  being  feized  with  fear  ,  took  a  Tallow-candle ,  to  make  it  pafs  down  to 
the  bottom  of  Irs  Stomach,  but  all  in  vain  :  for  the -Tallow  ftopt  in  the 
pflOage,  without  his  being  able  to  bring  up  any  thing  fave  onely  the  \vicke> 
and'in  this  eltate,  he  fell  down  dead,  with  a  face  as  black  as  an  Ethiopian, 
and  his  throat  fpoyled  by  a  divine  Punifhment.  Alfo  the  Egg  that  had  ftopt, 
having  made  a  bunch  between  the  fleih  and  the  skin  ,  appeared  not  in  rhe 
tbroat,but  on  the  other  fide  of  bis  neck.  This  Miracle  happened  on  the  8th 
of  April  m  the  year  above  mention'd.    Bredembachius.  I.  7.  c.  60.  Sacr.  Collar. 

Cr77>loi.'  Fr0&s  &ive  r.efpe£l  10  the  H-  Sacrament.    .  * 

DV  Ferrier  remarks  in  the  Life  of  S.  Lindanm  the  Abbot  ?  that  the  faid 
Saint  hearing  one  day  a  number  of  Frogs  croaking  with  troublefome 
noife  in  a  Marfh  nigh  to  the  Church  ,  and  difturbing  the  Prieft ,  and  thofc 
that  were  prefent  at  Made  \  he  went  and  fmote  thofe  waters  with  his  Staff* ; 
upon  which,  all  the  Froggs  were  ftill,  and  after  that  time  were  never  heard 
to  croak  more.    In  the  Catalogue  of  the  Sams  of  Italy  on  the  3 .  of  July.  p.  204. 

25SS:  s^s. 

The  Honour  paid  ly  this  fort  of  Birds. 

THe  Bl.  Father  Francis  0  Fabiano,  of  the  Order  of  S.  Francis ,  who  was  a 
very  devout  Perfon,  Praying  one  day  before  the  H.  Sacrament ,  and 
con fidering  the  great  Love  Chrift  Jefus  bore  towards  us  in  his  Death  and 
Paflion,  and  on  the  other  fide,  turning  his  Eyes  upon  mens  ingratitude,  who 
think  fo  little  of  it,  as  ifthefe  benefics  did  not  concern  them  -7  the  Swallows 
that  had  made  their  nefts  round  about  the  Church,  began  to  chatter  fo 
troublefomely,  that  they  interrupted  the  quiet,  which  Meditation  and  Con- 
templation do's  require  ;  and  they  continuing  their  chirping  noife,  he  com- 
manded them  to  withdraw ,  and  to  return  no  more  to  that  place :  they 
obeyed  readily  this  his  command;  and  it  wasobferv'd  that  all  that  year,not 
one  Swallow  appeared  any  more  in  that  place.     Wading. ad.  an.i$zz. 

Another  Hiflory  of  the  fame  kind. 

FAther  Feter  Regalatus,  of  the  fame  Order,  a  Prieft  of  Eminent  vertue,sn4 
a  Superiour  of  the  Houfe  oiAquita  in  Spain.    He  being  a  Perfon  given 
much  to  Prayer,  his  example  drew  many  other  Religious  Perfon*  to  imitate 
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I  im,  ft  that,  if they  were  not  othcrwifc  hindred  ,  one  might  find  them  in 
the  Church  before  the  H.  Sacrament,  praying.  But  as  Prayer  requires  great 
:  an  i  rccolk&ion  to  find  there  and  t aft  the  Spirit  of  Gcd,  they  found 
themfelves  deprived  thereof  by  the  troublefome  noyfe  of  Swallows>  that 
had  thur  nefts  round  the  Church,  and  made  their  complaint  of  it  to  their 
Superior.  The  Holy  man  willing  to  give  fome  Satisfaction  to  the  devout 
Triers,  lifting  up  his  hand  and  railing  his  voice,  he  commanded  thefe  Birds 
to  begone  from  the  Church,  and  not  to  return  thither  any  more  ,  and  or- 
dered them  to  fignifye  the  fame  command  to  the  reft  of  their  company.  Oh 
admirable  event  !  after  this  time  not  one  Swallow  dared  to  make  a  neft 
about  the  Church,  without  receiving  a  fure  payment  for  its  difobedience. 
In  the  Memoires  prepared  for  his  Canonisation ,  it  is  reported  ,  that 
one  or  two  Swallows  flying  about  in  the  Church,  fell  down  dead  upon 
the  Pavement.       Wading.  Tom*  5.  ad  an,  1448.  ».  9. 

Mares  adore  the  H*  Sacrament. 

IN"  the  year  13*7,  and  the  25th  of  July,  in  a  place  called  rivieres ,  nigh 
to  the  Town  of  Fnmay,  in  the  County  of  Looi,  the  Vicar  of  the  fore- 
named  place,  was  required  to  carry  the  Sacrament  to  a  Sick  perfon.  He 
went  thither,  and  being  arrived  at  the  Houfe,  he  layd  down  the  Box  (or 
Pix)  in  which  the  Hoft  was,  upon  a  Table,  to  go  and  hear  the  Confeffion 
of  the  Dying  Perfon.  Mean  while  fome  of  the  houfe,  not  duly  confidera- 
tive,  came  round  the  Pix,  opened  it,  and  thefe  touched  the  Hoft  with 
very  great  irreverence,  and  after  fhut  it  up  again.  The  Prieft  after  he 
haddifpofed  his  Penitent,  took  up  the  Pix,  and  came  back  to  him  to  Com- 
municate him.  Upon  the  opening  of  it ,  he  perceived  that  the  Hoft  had 
ifTued  out  blood,  and  was  ftained  with  it,  and  ftuck  to  the  Linnen  that  was 
within.  This  fight  caft  him  into  a  great  fright,  fo  that  he  durft  not  com- 
mimicatehis  Sick  man,  but  having  comforted  him ,  and  refpited  the  Com- 
munion to  another  time ,  he  carried  back  the  Pix  and  the  Hoft  to  the 
Church;  The  Parifh  Prieft  knowing  what  hid  paffed,  commanded  his  Vi- 
car to  carry  the  Hoft  to  the  Monaftery  of  Htrkenorode  to  confult  with  a 
venerable  and  knowing  Prieft,  who  lived  there  :  he  did  fo  ,  but  as  he  was 
upon  the  rode  to  accompli  (h  it,  the  Mares,  AfTes  and  other  Beafts  that  pafled 
in  the  Fields  where  he  went,  paid  their  acknowledgment?  to  their  Creator, 
^forrng  him  with  bended  knees-,  and  the  Vicar  arriving  at  t^e  Church  of 
the  Monaftery  ,  two  Belte  in  the  Sreeple  ,  rang  of  their  own  accord  ,  the 
Beafts  and  otter  aaknase  things  ,  bearing  more  refpeft  to  the  H.  Sa  ra- 
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raent,  than  Men  had  done.  At  his  arrival  they  Sung  the  Mafs  of  the  17?. 
of  Auguft  (S.  Tctri  ad  vincula)  the  Prieft  that  celebrated  knowing  no- 
thing of  what  had  paft,  yet  went  back  a  little  from  the  Altar,  to  adore  the 
H.  Sacrament  with  alow  bowing  of  his  head.  Whilft  he  did  thus,  our  Lord 
appeared  to  him  in  a  humane  form,  with  a  certain  Crown  upon  his  head: 
which  was  not  feen  by  any  but  himfelf  :  at  the  fame  time  one  poifeffed  W94 
delivered  from  the  evil  Spirir,  and  lince  that  time  the  H.  Sacrament  has  not 
ceafed,  nor  now  ceafes  to  produce  fome  miraculous  Effe&s.  Femd. 
Conan.  in  hiftor.  Enchar.  I.  d  c.  82.  ex  Chryfofi.  Henriqncz.  in  MenoL  Cifterc. 
ad  29  Jttlti. 

Mares  and  Oxen  faffing  through  a  Marjb,  adore  our  Lord 
in  the  H.  Eucharljh 

IN  the  year  1 399,  a  Woman  and  her  Daughter  that  ferved  a  Jew  at  Pof- 
nanie  in  higher  Poland,  engaged  themfelves  for  a  great  Summ  of  Money, 
to  deliver  confecrated  Holts  to  the  Jews.  To  effect  this,  on  the  day  of  the 
Virgins  Afliimption,  they  lay  hid  in  the  Church  of  the  F.  F.  Dominicans,  and 
when  the  Friers  weregons  to  Dinner,  the  Daughter  being  upon  the  watch, 
the  Mother  went  towards  the  Tabernacle  ,  and  tho  the  firtt  and  fecond 
time  of  her  approach  flie  frll  backwards ,  being  repuls'd  by  a  divine  force, 
yet  {he  came  on  the  third  time  and  opened  it  :  fhe  took  out  of  the  Pix  three 
Holts  which  they  delivered  to  the  miferable  Jews ,  after  they  of  this  Sett 
I  had  aflembled  together  in  a  Cellar  under-ground,  t-^ey  threw  them  down 
contemptuoufly  upon  a  Table  ,  and  after  they  had  uttered  many  Blafphe- 
mies,  they  ftabb'd  them  with  a  Dagger,  from  whence  iifued  out  great  quan- 
tity of  Blood  ,  and  the  firft  mans  face  was  fo  covered  therewith  ,  that  he 
could  never  wripe  it  away,  but  by  the  flames  of  his  Punifhment ;  the  Cellar 
a^fo  was  all  full  of  Blood,  which  they  could  not  neither  an.y  ways  get  off. 
The  Jews  being  frighted  with  thefe  wonders,  charged  two  among  them,  to 
hide  thefe  Holts  in  the  Marilhes  out  of  the  Town :  During  this  journey  many 
Miracles  happened. 

On  Sunday  the  Oftave  of  the  Afliimption,  a  Neat-Wd  and  his  Son,  led 
the  Mares  and  Oxen  they  had  the  charge  of,  to  thefe  Marifhcs  }  the  Father 
left  his  Son  there,  whilft  he  went  to  be  prefent  at  the  Divine  offices.  This 
youth  named  /W,  faw  thefe  three  Hofts  lifted  up  in  the  Air  ,  and  fly  like 
Butterflies,  which  the  Mares  that  pafled  there ,  adored  kneeling- *,  and  the 
Father  at  his  return  f*w  the  fame  ,  his  Oxen  kneeling  alfo  down  to  adore 
their  Creator. 

The  Neat-herd  returning  to  the  Town  ,  reported  to  the  Magiftrate  that 
which  he  had  feen,  but  inftead  of  being,  believed,  he  was  throws  in  Prifon 
for  a  Fool ;  where  he  crying  to  Heaven  for:  fuccour?  the  Prifon  gate*  opened 
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of  tliemfelves,  and  he  went  out,  and  prefcnted  hittfelf  again  before  the 
Magiitrate,  who  having  obfervcd,  that  he  was  no  man  of  tricks,  made  their 
report  of  it  to  the  Bihop,  who  went  thither  with  great  Pomp  and  Proceffion; 
the  Holts  were  gathered  up  by  a  Prieft  at  the  Bifliops  command ,  and  fearch 
being  made  the  hardened  Jews  were  burnt,  and  their  Goods  confifcated. 
VUdiflaw  King  of  Poland  caufed  a  Ghurch  to  be  buiic  in  that  place,  under 
the  Title  of  the  Body  ofjefa  Christ ,  where  God  wrought  Miracles  of  all 
forts :  among  which  they  reckoned  $6  raifed  from  the  dead  ,  and  from  the 
beginning  of  thefe  Miracles,  to  the  year  1604.,  their  number  arrived  to  382. 
This  Hiftory  was  written  by  Tho.  Treterns,  Almoner  to  Cardinal  Rofius,and 
afterward  Canon  and  Sacriil  oi'Varme  in  Poland.  Bz^ovius  reports  this 

hiftory  in  his  yh  Tome  in  the  year  above  noted. 

A  Woman  appeared  inform  of  a  Mare,  for  her  neg  7igence 
in  frequenting  the  Communion. 

A Magician  not  being  able  by  his  Charms  to  corrupt  the  Chaflity  of  a 
Woman,  in  favour  of  a  young  Man,  who  hired  him  thereto,  he  be- 
witched her,  in  fuch  fort,  that  fhe  was  feen  by  her  Husband  and  by  all  o- 
thers  in  the  lhape  of  a  Mare :  She  was  brought  to  S.  Macarins  who  took  a- 
way  the  Charm  with  Holy- Water,  and  told  her,  that  this  misfortune  had 
happened  to  her,  for  having  omitted  to  frequent  the  Communion,  which 
fhe  had  abftained  from  for  feveral  Weeks.  Palladia  in  S.  Mac -a ■ins 
life,  where  that  excellent  Sentence  of  the  Council  of  Nice  is  brought, 
4C  We  excite  and  exhort  the  faithful  to  their  Combat,  and  that  they  may 
<c  not  be  left  naked,  we  put  on  and  arm  them  with  the  protection  of-  the 
<c  Body  and  Blood  of  the  Lord:  And  fince  the  Eucharift  is  raoft  profitable 
<c  for  the  defence  of  thofe  that  receive  it,  we  defiring  their  Security  againit 
a  the  Adverfary,  let  us  arm  them  with  the  defence  of  our  Lords  whol- 
"  fome  Viande,  which  the  Qouncil  calls  Munimentum  dominica  faLbritatis. 

Lapins  .  T 

Copies  adore  the  H.  Sacrament. 

IN  the  year  141 2.  one  John  Vanlangarfterden  came  to  lodge  at  Herentalin 
Brabant,  and  went  out  every  day  fecretly  to  catch  a  Prize  :  one  day  en- 
tnng  in  company  into  the  Church  of  fetlrelefande,  he  carried  away  from 
thence  the  Chalice  with  the  Pix,  wherein  there  were  five  confecrated  Holts. 
As  he  was  thinking  to  return  to  Herental  with  his  booty,  and  was  upon  the 
Rode  thither,  he  was  much  furprized,  finding  that  he  could  not  advance 
forward,  do  what  he  could,  and  at  the  fame  time  knew  not  whether  he 

went. 
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went.  This  wnndrinp,  made  him  inwardly  reflcft  and  think  that  this  h'ip* 
pened  to  him  for  his  fin.  Hereupon  he  refolded  to  throw  the  ftollen  Holes 
into  the  River,  and  going  to  put  this  in  execution,  he  found  himfelf  flopt 
fhort,  without  being  able  to  ftir  from  the  plaie,  where  he  was.  He  being 
then  hard  by  a  Coney- Warren,  that  he  might  rid  himfelf  of  thofe  Hofts, 
he  threw  and  hid  them  in  a  Coney-burrough.  After  which  be  found  himfelf 
at  liberty  to  return  to  his  Lodging  j  where  the  I  rovoft  of  Htrcntal,  upon 
the  noife  that  ran  up  and  down  of  ihe  Robbery,  caufed  Mm  to  b:  arret- 
ed; and  putting  him  to  t^e  rack,  it  was  net  long  ere  he  con  felled  th«  deal- 
ing of  the  Chalice  and  the  Pix,  without  frying  any  thing  of  the  Hofts. 
But  when  the  Sentence  was  pafsM  on  him  to  dye,  his  Confeflor  prefTcd 
him  to  tell  what  was  become  of  the  Holts,  and  yet  he  would  not  fay  a 
word  about  it,  till  he  was  juft  going  to  be  thrown  off  the  Ladder  ;  thertJie 
freely  confefled  the  whole  Fadt,  and  difcover'd  the  place  where  he  had  put 
the  Hofts.  Upon  which  he  was  brought  down  the  Ladder,  and  led  to  the 
Warren,  a  number  of  People  accompanying  him,  and  he  fhowed  the  hole 
where  he  had  caft  them.  But  not  finding  them  there,  one  carting  his  Eyes 
about,  faw  them  laid  orderly  upon  the  Grafs,  and  round  about  t^.e  Conies 
kneeling,  adored  with  all  refpeel  their  Creator.  It  was  eight  days  fmce 
this  was  done,  and  yet  among  all  the  Snows  and  Raines  and  other  Injuries 
of  the  Air  w  hich  happen  in  the  Month  of  Fe brxary  ythey  found  the  Holt  entire 
and  not  at  all  endammaged  :  the  very  Elements  and  Beafts  owning  their 
Creator,  whilft  the  Hereticks  deny  and  blafpheme  him.  The  Criminal 
was  brought  back  to  the  Place  of  Execution,  and  was  burnt,  for  expiation 
of  his  enormous  Crime.  Upon  the  noife  of  this  great-Miracle,  Antony  Duke 
of  Brabant  with  the  Princefs  Elizabeth  his  Wife,  came  to  the  Place  with  a 
world  of  followers,  to  teftify  their  Piety  towards  the  H.  Sacrament.  A 
Chappel  was  built  over  the  Coney-borrough ,  where  the  Hofts  had  been 
thrown,  which  is  to  be  feen  to  this  day  under  the  Altar.  Great  Devotion 
continued  always,and  docs  to  this  day  towards  this  place,but  the  Hofts  have 
been  loft  by  the  fury  of  our  new  Iconolafts  and  Calvinifts.  Augnft  : 

Wkkrnan  in  Brab.  Mariana.  P.  River o  in  append,  ad  folenne  fafiemU  convmnm, 

Linx  ou  chere  favage.  a.         .  * 

AShmoisorivildGeat.    A Sham  ah,  ft  wild  Goat,  Jerves  to  honour 

the  H.  Sacrament ■,  in  the  deliverance 

of  the  Emperor  Maximilian  I. 

A Bout  the  year  1470.  the  Emperor  Maximilian  hunting  this  fort  of 
Game,  cne  day  upon  the  Mountains  by  the  City  of  Inspmeh^  as  he  pur- 
fued  one  of  them,  being  carried  on  with  an  earneft  defire  to  feize  it,  he  ran 
fo  high  upon  the  point  of  one  of  thofe  Mountains  before  he  was  aware,  th*t 
he  faw  himfelf  in  a  condition  never  to  get  off,  without  apparent  danger 
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4f  falling  into  an  horrid  precipice,  which  he  had  before  his  Eyes,  fo  that 
Teeing  hiivjfelf  loft,  after  he  had  continued  there  two  whole  days,  he  called 
to  hh  followers,  who  all  in  tears  viewed  him  below,  not  being  able  to  fuc- 
cour  him,  that  they  fhould  go  and  intreat  the  neighbouring  Pariih  Prieft 
to  bring  the  H.  Sacrament  of  the  Altar,  that  before  he  dyed  he  might  have 
at  ieafl  the  fatisfadtion  to  fee  it  and  adore  it,  fiace  he  could  not  receive  it, 
in  the  extremity  to  which  he  was  reduced.  They  prefently  did  fo,  and  he 
having  devoutly  adored  the  H.  Eucharift,  hefaw  immediately  a  young  Shep- 
herd by  him,  who  removing  the  flint  Stones  with  his  Crooke,  to  plain  as 
it  were  the  way  for  him,  faid  to  him  have  a  good  heart  Prince,  and  fol- 
low me*,  He  being  thus  incouraged,  began  to  defcend  the  Hill  with  him, 
and  prefently  was  brought  to  his  followers,  who  while  they  were  confi- 
tiering  this  Shepherd,  and  fpeaking  of  the  great  reward  he  deferved  for 
his  good  Service ,  he  was  vanifhed  and  they  faw  him  no  more.  Upon 
this  they  believed  him  to  be  an  Angel,  and  with  great  joy  conducted  their 
young  Mafter  to  the  Palace  of  the  Emperor  Frederick  afh  his  Father,  who 
immediately  went  to  return  publick  thanks  to  God  for  fo  miraculous  a 
Deliverance.  5.  Romuald  in  thefaur.  chrcn.  ad.  an.  cir.  ex  Pighie  in 

fito  Herculep  od. 

A  Wblf.  A  Mrolf,  in  consideration  of  the  Communion  received, 

quits  his  Prey,  fo  doing  homage  to  the  H.  Sa- 
crament. 

A Devout  Convert  of  a  Monaftery  of  the  Ciftert*Ans,vihohad  the  charge 
of  the  Muttons  and  Sheep,having  one  day  devoutly  received  the  Com- 
munion, went  thence  to  his  Flock,  to  look  whether  any  diforder  had  hap- 
pened there.  Who  then  faw  a  Wolf  returning  to  the  Wood  loaded  with 
one  of  his  Sheep:  the  good  Frier  fell  upon  his  knees,  and  looking  up  to 
Heaven  made  this  Prayer.  O  Jefus  the  good  Shepherd,  the  Lamb  of  God, 
that  takefl:  away  the  fins  of  the  World,  whom  I  tho'  unworthy  have  this 
day  received,  I  recommend  this  Sheep  to  thee,  do  thou  look  to  it  which 
has  been  put  under  my  keeping  ;  for  my  part,  I  fee  irfafe  in  your  hand, 
but  I  can  no  ways  fave  it.  Behold  a  Arrange  thing/  upon  this  prayer,  this 
ravenous  Beaft  immediately  leaves  his  Prey,  without  hurting  or  touching 
it.  The  devout  Frier,  after  he  had  rendred  his  thankfgiving,  brought 
back  the  Sheep  to  the  Flock,  with  great  Joy.  P.  Major,  in  Spec,  ex 

bill.  Euchar.  ex  la. 
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A  Mm  and  his  Wife  leing  transformed  into  a  Wolf  iy  force  of  an  im- 
precation^ defire  to  receive  the  communion^  which  was  dene 
to  the  fVontdMj  beixg  at  the  point  of  death. 

A Prieft  of  Ireland  travelling  from  the  Province  of  Vljlcr  towards  Me- 
dia,was  forced  to  pafs  a  whole  Night  in  a  Forreft.    As  his  Boy  that . 
went  wirh  him  had  lighted  a  fire  under  a  thick  Tree,  they  perceived  a 
Wolf  to  draw  towards  them,  and  being  come  up  to  them,  fyake  to  them 
thus    Be  well  afluredand  fear  nothing,  fince  there  is  no  canfe  for  it.  The/ 
however  could  not  help  being  afraid  at  the  fight  of  a  Wolf,  and  hear- 
ing him  fpeak  like  a  mnn,  whereupon  the  Prieft  conjured  him  in  the  name 
of  the  H.  Trinity  not  to  do  them  harm,  and  to  do  dechre  what  he  w  s, 
and  of  what  country,  appearing  in  thelikenefs  of  a  Wolf :  Thereupon  he 
faid  to  him,  that  he  was  of  a  certain  race  of  Men  called  Ojfirums  (  Ofllri- 
enfes )  from  whence  every  feven  years,  by  force  of  an  imprecation  made 
by  S.  Noel  the  Abbot,  two  from  among  them,  a  Male  and  a  Female,  were 
conftrained  to  leave  their  Country,  and  lofr.g  the  outward  ihape  of  a  Man, 
to  live  under  the  hide  and  fhape  of  a  Wolf.    After  which  term  of  years,  if 
they  furvived,  two  others  were  brought  jjito  the  fame  condition,  and  they 
returned  back  to  their  Country,  and  refumed  their  firft  form.    I  have  not 
far  from  this  place,  added  he,  a  fhe  Mate  that  lies  very  lick,  whom  i  intrest 
you  in  Charity  to  go  fee  her  and  comfort  her.    The  Prieft  following  the 
Wolf  fome  time,  perceived  at  length  a  She- Wolf  in  the  thicket  of  a  great 
Tree  complaining  like  a  Woman.    As  foon  as  (he  faw  the  Prieft  (he  falut- 
ed  him,  and  courteoufly  gave  him  thanks  for  his  vifit,  praifing  God  for 
having  obtained  this  comfort,  in  the  extream  danger,  wherein  fhe  found 
her  felf :  after  this  fhe  pray'd  him  to  do  her  the  kindnefs,  that  fhe  might 
receive  the  Communion  at  his  hands,  that  fo  fhe  might  die  mere  conten- 
tedly.   The  PnMl  having  told  her,  that  he  had  never  an  Hoft  about  him 
to  do  it  withal,  the  Wolf  that  was  gone  a  little  afide,  returned  and  fhow'd 
him  a  little  book,  wherein  he  had  fome  confecrated  Hofts ;  and  then  was 
importunate  with  him,  that  he  would  not  difappoint  his  wife  of  this  laft 
and  important  Confolation  ;  and  to  takeaway  from  him  all  doubt,  making 
ufe  of  }iis  foot  inftead  of  a  hand,  he  thruft  back  the  Skin  that  covered  her, 
from  the  head  to  the  Navel,  and  then  he  faw  her  in  the  fhape  of  an  old 
Woman.    At  length,  tho1  with  fome  apprehenfion,  the  Prieft  communi- 
cated the  fick  (he-  Wolf,  which  prefled  bim  to  it  with  all  poflible  earnefl- 
nefs.    All  being  over,  the  Wolf  brought  the  Prieft  back  to  his  fire,  ftay'd 
with  him  all  night,  and  in  the  morning  brought  him  out  of  the  Forreft, 
and  fhow'd  him  a  lhorter  and  fafer  way  for  him  to  take,  to  arrive  at  thcS 
place  whither  he  was  to  go.  Nk:  ember*,  denamris  Mkas.  in  Em- 

ror>%  I.  2.  c.  42. 
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A  Wolf  'alufing  the  Beafis  of  S.  Ifidore,  thereupon  dyed, 
by  virtue  of  the  H.  Sacrament. 

Slfidore  Patron  of  the  City  of  Madrid,  and  by  his  Calling  a  Labourer, 
.  praying  before  the  H.  Sacrament,  and  hearing  Mafs  in  S.  Magdalen** 
Church,  fome.Boys  came  to  tell  him,  that  a  Wolf  was  abiifing  one  of  his 
Beafts;  to  whom  he  replyed,  My  Children  go  in  peace,  and  went  on  with 
his  Prayer  in  the  fame  place.  When  Prayer  was  done,  he  went  to  the 
place  which  thofe  Children  gave  him  notice  ofx  and  there  he  found  the 
Wolf  lying  dead  before  his  Beail,  that  remained  alive.  Upon  this  won- 
derful accident,  he  returned  to  the  Church,  to  render  his  thanks  to  God 
for  it.  Bleda.  mirac.  245.  p.  153. 

M. 

Mouche.  r  1  [g, 

A  Fly.  A  Fly  fatisfies  for  the  irreverence  [he  had  commit- 

ted toward  the  H.  Sacrament  ly  being  burnt. 

SAnnon  Arch-Bifhop  of  Colen\  a  Prelat  of  admirable  devotion,  celebra- 
ting the  H.  Sacrifice  of  themafse  }  as  he  had  broken  the  Holt,  and  let 
fall  one  piece  of  it  into  the  Chalice,  holding  the  other  piece  in  his  hand \ 
he  fell  upon  confidering  its  greatnefs,  compared  with  his  own  unworthi- 
nefs  and  bafenefs.  Mean  while,  by  the  artifice  of  the  Devil,  a  Fly  fpotted 
with  various  colours  came  flying  about,  and  with  one  wheeling  of  her 
Wing  and  a  flroke  of  her  Teeth,  carried  away  a  piece  of  the  Hoft  :  The 
S.  when  he  perceived  it,  refented  it  with  great  forrdw,  and  abundance  of 
tears  more  than  ordinary,  fearing  that  this  milhap  came  by  his  own  fault, 
through  the  long  paufe  he  made  while  he  was  in  meditation  and  contem- 
plation ;  and  his  apprehenfion  of  it  was  fo  great,  that  he  turned  pale  like 
adeadPerfon.  But  God  who  knew  the  heart  of  the  Saint,  did  not  fufFer- 
him  to  lye  long  in  this  affliction ,  for  he  conflrained  this  Fly  to  bring  back 
the  fame  parcel  of  the  Hoft,  and  put  it  under  the  Patine }  and  when  it  at- 
tempted to  fly  away,  was  there  ftopt  inmovably,  as  deferving  to  be-burnt. 
In  fine,  S.  Annon  made  it  be  taken  up  and  burnt,  for  the  indignity  it  had 
committed.  And  thus  it  is  that  God  proves  and  comforts  his  Servants.. 
Sunns  ad  4,  Deczmb.  Novarinu  in  agno  Eucharift.  n.  802. 

Another  fuch  like  Story. 

f  A  Certain  Priell  celebrating  the  Eucharift:  in  the  prefence  of  the  Bi- 
JTjl  fhop,  as  he  was  come  to  the  fra&ion  of  the  Bread,  a  Fly  came  flying 
with  great  eagernefs  round  the  Chalice,  as  if  Ihe  would  force  her  entrance 
wto  it,  the  Prieft,  not  haying  his  hands  at  Liberty,  made  ufe  of  his  mouth, 

and 
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and  Mowed  againft  the  Fly,  which  not  defining  hereupon,  he  made  a  Cgn 
to  the  Deacon  who  prefented  the  Pax  to  the  Bifhop,to  drive  it  away.  Then 
the  Fly  mounting  up  higher,  and  flopping  a  little,  on  a  fuddain  fell  down 
dead  at  the  foot  of  the  Chalice,  as  a  punifhment  for  the  trouble  (he  had  giv- 
en them,  during  the  Sacrifice.  Cafarius  /.  9.  c.  10. 

Another  like  Punijhme^  °f  another  Fly. 

A Bout  the  year  1545.  ss  one  fting  the  Conventual  Mafs,  in  a  Monaftery 
of  the  Cclefiwes)  the  Prieft  that  celebrated,  perceived  at  the  Commu- 
nion, that  a  Fly  was  got  into  the  Chalice,  he  endeavoured  to  catch  it  and 
to  take  it  out,  but  all  in  vain  \  but  feeing  (he  was  difturbed,  of  her  own  ac- 
cord (he  flew  away.  As  the  Prieft  after  dinner  was  thanking  God,  that  he 
had  cfcaped  this  mifchance  5  the  fame  Fly,  came  to  fettle  upon  the  Arm  of 
the  V.  F.  Frier  Jchn  Bardoulu,  and  tho'  he  fhook  his  arm,  yet  (he  continu- 
ed fixed.  Then  thinking  of  what  had  happened  at  Mifle,  he  feized  her  be- 
ing as  yet  wet  with  the  Sacred  Blood,  after  this  he  carried  her  into  the 
Veftry,  where  (he  received  the  Penalty  of  her  rafhnefs,  according  as  it  is 
commanded  by  the  Canons.  Con.  in  bift.  ejus  I.  2.  c.  126. 

A  Mule  adores  the  Sacrament. 

S Anthony  of  Padua  difputing  one  day  with  one  of  the  mofl  obftinate 
.  Hereticks,  that  denyed  the  truth  of  the  H.  Sacrament,  the  Saint  drove 
him  to  fuch  a  plunge,  that  he  flood  mute,  yet  fo  it  was,  that  not  being 
willing  to  confefs  that  he  was  wholly  convinced,  he  defired  that  the  Saint 
would  prove  this  truth  by  fome  Miracle.  S.  Anthony  accepted  the  condi- 
tion, and  faid  he  would  work  it  upon  his  Mule.  Upon  this  theHeretick 
kept  her  Ihut  up  three  days  without  eating  or  drinking.  The  third  day 
the  Saint  having  faid  MafTe,  took  up  the  H.  Hoft  with  great  reverence, 
and  made  them  bring  forth  the  hungry  Mule  5  to  which  he  fpake  in  thefe 
termes.  In  the  name  of  the  Lord,  whom  I,  tho'  unworthy  hold  in  my 
hands,  I  command  thee  without  delay  to  come  and  do  reverence  to  thy 
Creator,  and  confound  the  Malice  of  Hereticks,  making  every  one  undrr- 
ftand  the  Truth  of  this  mod  high  Sacrament,which  we  Priefts  handle  at  the 
Altar,  and  that  all  Creatures  are  fubjett  to  their  Creator.  Whilft  the  Saint 
made  this  difcourfe,  the  Heretick  fifted  out  Oats  to  his  Mule  to  make  him  tat; 
but  the  Beaft,  having  more  underftanding  than  his  Matter,  without  minding 
the  Oats,  kneeled  and  proftrated  it  felf  before  the  H.  Sacrament,  adoring  ana 
honouring  it  as  its  Creator  and  Lord.  This  Miracle  comforted  all  the  faithful, 
and  enraged  the  Hereticks,  except  him  who  had  difputed  with  the  Saint,  who 
was  converted  to  theCatholick  Faith.  Wadwms  in  ann*  Mmrnm. 

H  z  & 
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A  Mdeferves  for  an  Occajion  to  honour 
the  H.  Sacrament. 

IN  the  year  14^3.  on  Thurfday  the  6th  of  J^e,  this  following  Miracle 
h^ppenM.  A  War  being  raifed  in  Tiedmom,  between  the  Savoyards  and 
the  French-,  about  certain  Merchants  Goods,  that  had  been  detailed  at  Ju- 
igtie  ;  and  thz  heat  of  the  War  increaling,  the  Place  was  taken  and  left  to 
pillage.  A  Souldier  entred  into  the  Church  and  carried  away  th  nee  the 
Tabernacle  of  the  H  Sacrament,  where  he  had  a  co.Tecrated  Hoft and 
having  hid  it  in  a  Pack,  marched  towards  Turin.  When  he  arrived  there 
at  the  Gate  of  Sufe,  the  Mule  that  carried  the  Gocds  and  the  Booty,  fell 
down  to  the  ground,  neer  the  Church  of  S.  Sylvefter.  The  Pack,  where 
the  Hofls  were,  opened  of  it  felf,  and  the  Holt  came  forth,  and  flew  up 
into  the  Air,  accompanied  with  Splendors  and  cafting  forth  Rays  like  the 
Sun :  This  wonder  having  been  feen  by  a  venerable  Perfon,  died  Bar- 
tholomew Locom^  he  went  prefently  to  give  notice  of  it  to  the  Bifhop  of 
Tnrw^who  was  at  that  time  the  Reverend  Lewis  Nomagnanoy  who  came  thi- 
ther without  delay,  with  the  Grofs  and  the  Clergy.  Being  come  to  the" 
place,  he  and  all  that  were  prefent  kneeled  down  on  the  ground,  and 
whilft  the  Tabernacle  lay  on  the  Earth,  the  Hofl;  alone  remained  hanging 
in  the  Air,  brightly  mining.  Whereupon  the  Bilhop  made  them  bring  the 
Chalice>  and  Handing  with  it  devoutly  under  the  Sacred  Hoft,  it  came  down 
into  it which  he  carried  with  great  RefpecT;  and  Solemnity  to  the  Cathe- 
dral Church  j  where  there  was  fet  up  for  it  a  rich  and  artificial  Taberna- 
cle, which  continued  till  the  building  of  a  new  Bome^  for  to  perpetuate 
the  memory  of  the  Fact.  There  was  alfo  built  a  Chappel  of  the  H.  Sacra- 
ment, in  the  forefaid  Church  of  S.  Sylvefter,  where  this  Miracle  is  to  be 
£en  painted,  and  he  erected  a  devout  Fraternity  alfo  of  the  H,  Sacrament. 
Nic.  de  Laghi  traft.  i.  dift.  9.  cap.  93. 

s#  Mule  ly  Dying  acknowledges  the  Verity  of  the  H.  Sacrament. 

A Little  Town  in  Spain  called  Aroca,  containing  about  a  thoufand  Peo- 
ple, being  befieged  by  an  infinite  number  of  Saracens ,  the  Inha- 
bitants refolved  to  defend  themfelves ,  but  fo  as  they  would  firfl  receive 
the  Communion  and  hear  MalTe.  The  affair  was  preffing  ,  and  therefore 
they  committed  the  bufinefs  of  communicating  to  fix  of  the  chief  of  them. 
The  Prieft  put  on  his  H.  Veftments  to  celebrate,  and  confecrated  the  Hofts  \ 
but  a  little  before  the  Communion  ,  news  came  that  an  Aflauk  was  made 
by  the  Enemies  \  which  obliged  thefe  Communicants  to  run  armed  to  the 
Walls,  and  God  accepting  the  will  for  the  deed  ,  did  fo  favour  thefe  devo- 
tb's  of  his,  that  they  defeated  the  Enemies,  fome  being  (lain  ,  and  the  reft 
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pat  to  flight.    After  which,  thefc  fix  returned  to  the  Church,  with  the  Peo- 
ple, to  receive  the  Communion.    But  the  Corporal  (or  Cloath  J  being  un- 
folded, the  fix  Hofts  were  found  all  bloody  and  (ticking  to  the  Linnen,  fo 
that  they  could  not  feparate  the.n.    Moreover  the  Enemies,  to  revenge 
their  difgrace,  returning  in  greater  numbers,  gave  afe^ond  Alfault.  Tnc 
advife  given  was,  that  the  Pricfb  ihould  a  ib  go  to  the  Fight,  bearing  the 
H.  Corporal  and  tl  efe  fix  bloody  Hoftes,  as  well  thereby  to  encourage  the 
Citizens ,  as  for  to  terrify  the  Enemies  \  and  ic  Exceeded  fo  well,  that 
God  gave  the  victory  to  the  Chriftians.    Alter  this,  they  deliberated,  whi- 
ther they  fhould  carry  this  parcel  of  H.  Re'liqu*  sy  fo  as  to  be  fafely  kept, 
and  honoured.    The  Lot  being  thrice  call,  it  fell  upon  the  Town  of  Aroca. 
A  Mule  having  been  taken  among  the  Spoiles  of  the  Enemy  ,  they,  fet  the 
H.  Hofts  upon  her  back,  letting  her  gowh.ther  (he  would,  the  Clergy  and 
People  following  her  with  lighted  Torches,    fn  the  way  they  offered  to  her 
Straw,  Hay,  and  Grafs,  all  which  fherefufed  ,  tho  Ihe  was  very  hungry,  as- 
not  having  eaten  a  long  while,  a<  d  went  on  ftraight  \%  the  Town  of  Atj>- 
ca.    Coming  into  a  Church  nigh  the  Hofpital,  (he  fell  on  her  knees  on  the 
ground,  and  being  disburdned  of  this  precious  load,  (he  dyed  \  it  being 
undecent,  that  (he  Which  had  fervid  in  fo  worthy  an  Employment,  for  the 
Glory  of  God,  fhould  ferve  any  Man  after  that.    There  was  another  wonder 
in  t^is  matter,  viz~  That  after  three  huncred  years,  this  molt  H.  parcel  of 
Reiiques,  continu  s  in  the  fame  beauty,  and  lively  colour  ,  as  if  the  thing 
had  but  newly  happened  \  and  all  the  People  of  the  neighbouring  Provinces 
come  to  behold  it,  as  a  very  great  Wonder.       llkrau  w  Hift.  PontifuM, 
Grenade,  Cor  bin*  Mirac.  90. 

o. 

Oifeau.      ^  ^ird  brings  S.  Boniface  and  the  Company  with  hiw\ 
their  D inner ^  after  he  had  celebrated  Mafs. 

S Boniface  the  Apoftle  of  Germany,  being  one  Night  detained  in  the  Fields, 
•  was  cOnftrained  to  lodge  in  a  Tent,  which  he  caufed  to  be  carried 
with  him  for  fuch  occasions.  He  palled  the  night  in  Prayer ,  and  as  ffe 
prayed  \  a  cceleftial  Light  furrounded  him  on  ail  iides,  ard  in  this  Light 
S.  Alickatl  appeared,  encouraging  the  Servant  of  God  to  labour  greatly  for 
the  Salvation  and  Converlion  of  Soules.  In  the  morning  giving  over  his 
praying,  he  would  celebrate  the  MaiTe,  to  honour  the  memory  of  this  Arch- 
angel; the  Sacrifice  being  ended,  he  commanded  to  make  ready  a  Dinner 
in  the  fame  place.  And  when  his  Steward  told  him  that  he  had  nothing  to 
fet  on  the  Table  :  How  !  reply'd  the  gre^at  Apoftle,  he  that  fed  his  People 
40  years  in  the  Wildernefs ,  has  he  nothing  wherewith  to  feed  his  poor 
Servant,  and  his  Attendants  ?  then  he  again  commanded  them  to  fpread  the 

Table : 
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Table  :  and  having  faid  this,  behold  he  faw  a  great  Bird  defcend  from 
Heaven,  and  fly  towards  him,  holding  in  her  beakea  Fifh,  fufficient  to  feed, 
that  day,  all  the  company.  When  the  Fifh  was  ready  drefled,  it  was  fet  on 
the  Table,  and  after  all  had  liberally  fatisfyed  nature,  at  the  conclufion  of 
the  day,  the  H.  Apoftle  commanded  to  gather  up  the  remains ,  and  to  C3ft 
them  into  the  River,  that  fo  the  Fifties  that  live  in  the  water  might  partake 
of  that  which  came  out  of  the  water.      In  vitaS.  BomjaciL 

A  fine  Bird  came  to  cheer  a  Monk  with  her  melodious  Singing,  after  h? 
had  received  the  Communion ,  as  if/he  invited  him  to  Heaven. 

A Monk  of  the  Carthufian  Order,  drawing  towards  Death,  after  he  had 
received  the  Communion  a  Bird  decked  with  fine  feathers ,  en- 
tered at  his  Windovy  into  the  Chamber,  where  in  prefence  of  all  the  Friers 
thataflifted  the  dying  man,  fhe  fell  a  finging  fo  melodioufly,  that  it  feemed* 
to  them  all  that  they  were  folaced  with  the  joys  of  Paradife  :  Some 
that  were  there  indeavoured  to  make  her  void  the  Chamber,  but  in  vain; 
for  fhe  would  neither  fly  out  nor  ceafe  finging,  till  the  Servant  of  God 
had  yielded  his  Soul,  which  when  it  went  out  of  his  Body,  the  Bird  quit- 
ted the  Chamber,  for  to  accompany  it  and  conduct  it  to  Heaven.  .  Pet. 
Sutor.  in  Chron.  Carmf.  I.  5.  c.  33. 

°urS«  A  Bear  ferves  for  &  fahjecT;  to  honour 

the  H.  Sacrament. 

APerfon  named  Stamjlas^  an  Inhabitant  of  the  Town  of  Ft/cbolin  Po- 
land, ufed  to  go  a  Hunting  with  a  long  Harquebufs.  Being  entred 
the  Foreft,  he  faw  a  Beaft  called  Gallic  Auriim  ,  which  leaping  from  one 
bough  to  another  ,  led  the  man  on  to  a  certain  place  full  of  tufts  of 
wild  Trees,  where  there  was  no  Pathway.  Mean  while  he  was  fur- 
prifed  with  a  fhowre  of  Rain  ,  which  to  avoyd ,  he  refted  himfelf  a- 
gainft  a  Tree,  where  he  fell  afleep.  Whilft  he  flept,  he  heard  a  Voice 
that  faid  to  him ,  Make  a  Vow  to  the  H.  Body  of  Jefus  Chrift  ,  who 
is  honour'd  at  Pofijame ,  and  thou  fhalt  be  faved  to  day  from  fudden 
Death.  His  wearinefs  keeping  him  afleep ,  he  heard  the  fame  Voice 
again  ,  upon  which  awaking,  he  recommended  himfelf  to  God,  and  made 
a  Vow  to  go  to  the  H.  Sacrament  at  Pofnanie ,  yet  apprehending  no  dan- 
ger. But  purfuing  his  way  ,  he  met  a  great  and  very  furious  Bear, 
againft  which  he  difcharged  his  Harquebufs,  and  laydthe  Bear  on  the 
ground  :  whil'ft  he  was  bending  the  Cock  to  difcharge  a  fecond  fliot, 
it  through  negligence  flipt  and  went  off,  and  the  Bullet  carried  away 

the 
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the  little  finger  of  his  right  hand,  and  /truck  off  his  hat ,  which  it  tore 
alfo  in  pcices.  Hereupon  finding  himfelf  delivered  from  two  dangers 
the  fame  day,  by  vertueof  his  Vow,  without  further  delay  he  began  his 
Journey  to  accomplifh  it ,  and  arrived  at  Pofnanie  on  Saturday  in  the 
Octave  of  the  Feaft  of  All  Saints  ,  in  the  year  1530.  Trcterm  apnd 
Bz^ovium  ad  ann.  1395;.        2C^«  Cel.  2. 


P. 

PaOercau.     Sparrows  ly  their  Ohedience  and  their  Death,  teflify 
A  sparrow.  their  regard  to  the  H.  Sacrament. 

JOhn  Hcrolt,  a  Dominican ,  reports  that  Sparrows  having  ufed  to  build 
their  Nefts  in  a  Church  dedicated  to  S.  Vincent  the  Martyr  ,  not 
onely  defiled  it  with  their  dung  snd  ordure,  but  alfo  difturbed  the  divine 
Office.  It  being  a  very  hard  thing  to  drive  them  away  ,  the  Bifhop 
of  the  place  brought  an  Excommunication  againft  them,  threatning  death 
to  them ,  if  they  returned  thither  any  more.  After  the  Sentence  was 
palled  ,  all  thefe  Sparrows  quitted  this  Church :  it  was  alfo  obferved, 
that  if  any  brought  one  of  thefe  Birds  into  the  Church,  it  immediately 
dyed.  Serm.  79.  de  tempore^ 


Partridges  chaflife  the  Hunter ,  who  had  taken  them,  for  having 
leen  defective  in  attending  Ma£ey  and  flew  away,  the  they  were 
put  into  the  Pot. 

TN  the  Diocefs  of  Cafal  in  Piedmont,  a  Hunter  minding  more  to  take  his 
*  Pleaftire  in  that  Sport  *  than  to  hear  Mafle  on  the  Martyr  S.  Defen- 
dentJs  Day,  took  indeed  fome  Partridges  \  but  as  they  were  put  into  the'- 
Pot  toboylthem,  they  came  out  and  flew  away  alive  :  leaving  the  Hunter 
in  the  dark,  and  deprived  of  the  Contentment  of  filling  his  Belly,  with 
thelofs  alfo  of  the  Merit  he  might  have  gained,  by  being  prefentatthe 
ti.  Sacrifice  of  the  Mafle,       HoRandtu  in  attis  55.  Jajwarii  ad  2  die???. 


PoiffoDs.  pifcf  j:onour  tf  e  H%  Sacrament. 

Fiji  is,  J 

THe  Curate  of  Jlboray*  in  the  Kingdome  of  Volenti*  in  Spain  ,  carrying 
the  H.  Sacrament  to  a  fick  Perfon  of  Almacora^  which  is  a  dependant 
joyned  to  that  Curacy  \  as  he  pafled  over  a  Brook,  fuch  a  TorrenE  of  wa- 
ters came  down  upon  him,  that  to  fave  himfelf  he  let  fall  the  Cuftode  (or 
Box)  in  which  were  two  Holts,  Returning  to  Jlhraya,  he  told  the  Inhabi- 
tants 
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tants  of  what  had  happened  fcohim.  In  the  morning  early,  one  fan  with  all 
fpeedto  the  place,  where  this  misfortune  happened,  but  he  found  only  rhe 
Cuftode  without  the  Hofts.  Certain  Fifhermen  palling  along  the  Sea  fide, 
whether  to  gather  Wood,  or  to  catch  Fife,  told  him  they  had  feen  two 
great  Fifhes,  each  of  them  carrying  an  Boftein  its  mouth.  <*  The  Curate 
being advertifed  of  it,  returned  to  the  Sea  fide,  habited  in  hisSurplice  and 
Stole,  with  the  Chalice  in  his  hand.  Upon  the  figfit  of  this  wonder,  he 
proftratcd  himfelf  before  the  Fifhes,  which  rendred  themfelves  to  him  with 
the  Holts,  which  he  received  and  layd  then1,  in  the  Chalice  ,  with  great  re- 
verence. In  memory  of  which,  the  Chalice  is  to  be  feen  at  Alboraya^xA  the 
Cuftode  at  Almacora.  And  to  prevent  fuch  inconveniences^n  the  year  1 352, 
this  Town  before  joyned,  was  feparated  from  the  principal  Parifh,  after 
many  debates  andconteits  between  .thefe  two  places.  This  whole  Hiftory 
is  painted  at  the  great  Altar  of  Almacora^  erefted  under  the  Title  of  the 
molt  Holy  Sacrament.  James  Bleda^  in  his  Bool^ofthe  Fraternity  of  the  H  Sa- 
crament erettedat  the  zJMiner'va  in  Rome.  Mirac.  18.  fag.  89. 

An  J  her  refpeel ,  rendred  hy  a  Fifh  to  the  H.  Hoft. 

WHilft  the  Herefy  of  the  Albigenfes  inf.&ed  all  the  Province  of 
Narbonna  in  France  ,  an  Heretick  perfwaded  a  certain  Fifher- 
man, that  if  he  would  thrive  in  his  Calling  v  he  fhould  go  to  the  Com- 
munion, and  from  thence  bring  away  the  Holt ,  and  make  a  Fifh  eat 
it,  which  he  did.  Twenty  years  after,  when  this  //erefy  was  ex  tin  ft* 
•this  Fifherman  feeing  that  the  Feait  of  our  Lords  Body  was  celebrated  with 
fo  much  folemnity ,  he  repented  of  the  Sin  he  had  .committed,  and  con- 
feffed  it  to  his  Curate,  who  told  him  that  this  was  a  referved  cafe,  and 
that  he  ought  to  acquaint  the  Bifhop  with  it;  The  Fifherman  ,  in'greac 
wrath  faid,  If  1  muft  do  this,  I  fwear  by  God,  I  will  never  go  to  Con- 
'feflion  more.  Hereupon  the  Curate  for  to  pacify  him,  faid,  rhathe  him- 
felf would  go  find  out  the  Bifhop,  and  get  leave  of  him  that  he  might 
abfolve  him.  Eafter  Day  came,  and  the  Fifherman  had  a  defire  to  commu- 
nicate with  his  Neighbours  ,  which  yet  he  did  not ,  following  the  advice 
of  his  Priefh  Mean  while  the  Filherman  bewa:ling  hisdifgrace,  wentfor- 
rowfully  towards  the  River  where  he  had  committed  thisSacriledge  :  as 
he  looked  this  way  and  that  way,  beMd  he  fpied  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
River  a  Fifh,  holding  in  his  mouth  an  Holt,  which  came  towards  him,  but 
not  daring  to  touch  it^  he  went  to  give  notice  of  it  to  thePrieft:  and 
"both  comming  to  that  fame  place,  the  Filli  appeared  no  more.  Hereat 
conceiving  great  difpleafure,  a  little  after,  the  Fifh  appeared  again  a- 
■bove  water,  with  the  Hoft  in  her  mouth  as  before,  and  being  come  up 
to  them ,  the  Prielt  with  all  refpeft  took  up  the  Fifh  with  the  Hoft. 
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He  kept  a  moiety  of  it  for  the  Parifh ,  and  fent  the  other  part  to 
the  Cathedral  Church.  Id.  Bleda  i.  <jkirac.  104.  p.  191.  Ltmui  i* 
fms  Scrmombtu. 

A  Whale y  a  Fifh  of  the  greater  kinely  lent  his  Back  to 
fay  Majfe  upon ,  on  EaJlir^Day. 

SVrius  reports  that  S.  Malo  being  upon  the  Sea  on  a  Eafter  Day,  pray  c4 
the  good  God,  to  afford  him  the  means  to  celebrate  the  Mafle,  and 
to  thofe  that  accompanied  him  to  hear  it.  When  he  had  thus  prayed, 
one  perceived  a  little  Ifland ,  which  appeared  in  the  midll  of  the  Sea : 
they  went  down  upon  it,  to  the  number  of  a  Hundred  and  eighty  Perfons; 
they  fet  up  an  Altar,  on  which  S.M*lo  faid  Made,  and  gave  the  Com- 
munion to  a  great  number.  After  which  retiring  to  their  Ship ,  they 
perceived  that  this  Ifland,  or  rather  the  Filh  funk  to  the  bottom ,  having 
lent  his  Back,  as  God  would  have  it,  to  fatisfie  the  Saints  delire. 
Snriunn  V$t*  S.Madomi. 

Pourcea*.  Swine  adore  the  H.  Sacrament. 

Swine. 

A Certain  Woman  not  being  able  to  believe  that  God  was  in  the  Sa- 
crament, was  tempted  by  the  Devil,  to  take  fome  proof  from 
thence  ta  fatisfie  her  fanfie ,  and  altho  her  ConfefTor ,  and  alfo  Albert 
Bifhop  of  PerhfiA  had  exhorted  her  to  yield  to  the  publick  belief,  ap- 
proved by  fo  many  knowing  and  vertnous  Perfons,  without  defiring  to  be 
inftrufted  and  confirmed  herein  by  a  Miracle,  notwithftanding  after  all, 
file  was  led  away  by  her  fancy  to  make  the  Trial.  She  went  therefore  one 
day  to  the  Communion,  and  having  taken  the  Holt  out  of  her  mouth,  fhe 
went  and  threw  it  into  the  Hogs-trough,  which  upon  the  Noife  fhe  made 
ran  greedily  to  their  trough:  but  being  alltogether,inftead  of  opening  their 
mouth  to  fwallow  the  Hoft,  they  kneeled  down  to  adore  it.  The  unhap- 
py Wotpan  ftopt  not  here  ;  but  put  the  Hoft  upon  the  Spit  toroaft  it 
at  the  fire.  As  fhe  turned  the  Spit,  fhe  faw  drops  of  Blood  that  diftilled 
from  the  Hoft  :  notwithftanding  lhe  continued  ftubbornly  in  her  falfe 
Opinion,  and  being  afraid  to  be  apprehended  and  put  to  death, 
if  what  lhe  had  done  fhould  be  difcovered ;  fhe  digged  a  hole  in  the 

f round  and  there  buried  the  Hoft,  that  it  might  be  fpoken .  of  no  more, 
nt  fhe  perceiving  that  the  Blood  bubled  out  of  the  Earth,  and  ran  in 
abundance  like  a  Spring,  thehardnefs  of  her  heart  was  foftned  :  ib  that 
i  her  underftanding  being  inlightned  in  this  Truth,  and  repenting  of  her 
wbelief,  (he  went  to  find  out  the  forefaid  Bifhop  of  Pcroxfa  who  having 

I  heard 
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heard  her  confefllon  ,  impofed  a  Penance  on  her  to  perform  ,  dttring  her 
w  hole  life.  Hevr.  bijin.  p.  1 .  Serm.  9.  Biga  falutis  ixfefto  Corp.Chrifii 
prompt.  Difcip.  Exem.  33.  /.£. 

K. 

ftenard.         ^  pox  qUlfS  tfje  f-[en  he  foae{  carried  away, 
hy  vertue  of  the  H.  Sacrament. 

S Gregory  the  Pope  tells  us ,  that  S.  Boniface  ^  whilft  he  was  a  young 
♦  Child,  Handing  at  the  Dore  of  his  Lodging ;  he  perceived  a  Fox 
running  away  with  a  Hen  in  his  mouth.  Immediately  away  he  went  to 
the  Church ,  and  placing,  himfelf  before  the  H.  Sacrament ,  he  made 
this  Prayer  to  it.  Lord  1  befeech  thee  be  pleafed  to  preferve  the  Pullen 
which  ray  Mother  feeds  in  her  back-yard,  for  the  fuftenance  of  her  little 
Family.  Having  done  this,  he  returned  to  his  Lodging,  where  this  Fox 
appeared  again  with  the  Hen  in  his  mouth,  and  laying  down  the  Hen,fell 
down  dead  at  the  feet  of  this  Child.       S.  fyegor.  Dialog.  I;  1. 

fcofligno!.     A  Nightingale  advert  if es  a  Devout  Frier  to  prepare 
A  mhmi  t.      ^  ^  yQya^  t0  ueaveHi  for  fa  having  a  par- 
ticular Inclination  to  attend  Maffes. 

THe  BI,  John  de  Rieti,  a  moft  excellent  Auguftiman  Frier,  had  a  par- 
ticular devotion  to  attend  on  as  many  Mafles  as  he  could  pof- 
fibly,  for  the  reverence  he  bore  to  the  H.  Sacrament  of  the  Altar  and 
confidence  he.  had  in  it.  See  now  the  recompence  which  our  Lord  made 
him ;  a  few  days  before  his  laft  Sicknefi,.  a  Nightingale  came  every  day 
tofingher  warbling  Note^under  his  Window.  Being  asked,  what  was 
the  meaning  of  this,  ht  anfwer'd,.  that  this  was  the  Spoufe  that  invited 
hhn  to  the  Banquet  of  the  Lamb.  Alfo ,  a  few  days  after ,  attending 
at  MaflTe,  he  law  an  extraordinary  Light,  which  continued  all  the  time 
of  the  Sacrifice,  which  he  took  for  a  Star  that  was  to  conduct  him  to 
Heaven.  At  length,  he  fell  fick,  and  having  been  armed  by  receiving 
the  Sacraments ,  and  having  repeated  thofe  words  of  the  Apoflle , 
/  deftre  to  be  dijfolved  and  to  be  "with  Chrift  ,  he  left  the  Earth  that  he 
might  partake  of  the  Banquet,  of  the  Lamb,  to  which  he  was  invited.. 
Simplician  de  5.  x^dart'pi^  in  the  Hifiory  of  famous  Men  ofahe  Order 
of  the  Hermits  of  S.  jiuguftine. 


s. 

A  Scorpion  taken  and [wallowed  down  at  Majfe ,  hurts  not 
the  Prieft  at  all  that  did  it. 

THc  Bl.  Francis  de  Fabriano ,  a  Franciscan  Frier ,  celebrating  Maffc 
one  day ,  as  he  was  come  to  the  Communion ,  and  took  off 
the  Cover  of  the  Chalice  ,  he  perceived  there  a  little  Scorpion : 
he  might  have  kept  himfelf  from  all  danger,  obferving  the  Rules 
prefcribed  in  fuch  cafes ,  but  calling  to  mind  the  Saying  of  Jefus 
Chrift  to  his  Difciples,  if  they  drinks  any  deadly  thing  it  fiaJl  not  hurt 
them  -y  banilhing  all  fear,  and  overcoming  all  horror,  he  courage- 
oufly  fwallowed  the  confecrated  Wine  with  this  little  Animal  in 
it.  When  he  was  gone  back  from  the  Altar  and  had  offered  his 
thankfgivings  ,  he  made  them  call  a  Chirurgeon.  When  he  came 
into  the  Convent,  BL  Francis  was  praying  in  that  Church  and  repeat- 
ing thefe  words,  My  help  is  of  the  Lordy  rvho  made  Heaven  and  Earth. 
When  notice  was  given  him  that  the  Surgeon  was  come,  he  went 
into  his  Cell,  and  there  prefented  to  him  his  right  Arm  to  let  him 
Blood  and  out  of  if,  by  a  ftrange  wonder,  the  Scorpion  came  out 
alive  with  the  Blood,  without  doing  the  H.  man  any  harm,  or  put- 
ting him  to  peine.  Waddingns  torn.  3.  adann.  13 12.  n»  7.  Nic.dc 
Lag  tr.  6.  c.  13. 

A  ^SuSgr      A  B°ar  fiQWS  W^dt  refpe^  is  *Ut  *°  Altar5* 

tfo  Sacred  Manjtons  of  the  H.  Sacrament. 

TN  the  year  1031.  Sanchy  the  Aged,  King  of  Navarr  and  C*. 

ftifoj  g°ing  a  hunting,  at  the  place  where  fometime  ftood  the 
Town  of  Faience  9  he  there  purfued  a  wild  Boar,  which  tiring  after 
a  long  chafe,  caft  it  felf  into  Sanctuary  among  the  Ruines  of  the 
Church  of  S.  Antony  the  Martyr ,  and  there  ftood  unmoved  againfl 
the  Altar,  as  in  a  place  of  fafety,  and  having  ordinarily  the  guard 
of  Angels  ;  the  King  entring  on  a  fudden,  lifted  up  his  Sword  to 
wound  it,  but  when  he  thought  to  difcharge  his  blow  at  it,  his 
Arm  became  ftiff  ,  fo  that  he  could  not  ufe  it.  Whereupon  he 
acknowledged  his  fault ,  fince  Churches  where  God  ufes  to  dwell 
in  the  H.  Eucharift  ,  ought  to  ferve  for  all  Afylum  and  a  refuge 
to  Men  and  Beafts  ,  according  to  the  Divine  Oracle,  Pfal.  35.  Thou 
Lord  jhalt  fave  both  men  and  beafis.   Immediately  he  asked  Pardon  of 

I  2  God 
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God  and  the  H.  Martyr  and  immediately  by  a  Miracle  he  recovered 
theufeof  his  Arm-,  teaching  all,  what  refpeft  is  due  to  holy  Places, 
altho  ruined,  fince  Beafts  may  there  find  their  fafety.  This  Prodigy 
gave  an  occafion  to  King  Sanchy,  not  onely  to  repair  the  Church  ot 
S.  Antonin,  but  alfo  to  caufe  the  Town  of  Faience  to  be  rebuilded. 
Roder.  Tolet.  L  6.  Regum  Hifpan.  c.  6.  Rod.Sancius,  c.25. 


Sautcrellcs.    Locufts  or  Grajhoppers  acknowledge  the  vertue 
eltpL        of  the  Eucharijt,  and  of  the  H.  Sacrifice, 

hy  their  Death. 

SVHhs  reports  in  the  Life  of  S.  Theodore,  22d  of  April  ,  that  the 
H.  Abbot  was  prefled  by  the  Inhabitants  of  Nerany  that  he  would 
help  them  againft  the  Armies  of  Locufts,  that  had  invefted  like  a  thick 
mift,  all  the  Fields  of  that  Territory ,  and  went  on  brouzing  and 
confuming  all  the  Herbs  and  Fruits  of  the  ground.  The  H.  Abbot 
was  perfwaded  by  their  inftant.  intreaties ,  and  comming  upon  the 
place  ,  he  faid  Mafle.  The  day  following ,  he  fent  again  the  Peo- 
ple into  the  Fields,  commanding  them  to  flop  at  a  certain  place, 
for  to  implore  the  divine  aid  5  mean  while  he  took  up  in  his  hands 
fome  of  thefe  Locufts  ,  and  found  them  dead.  Hereupon  he  gave 
God  thanks  ,  and  faid  to  the  People  ,  My  Children  return  to  the 
Churches,  and  you  fhall  fee  the  Miracles  of  the  divine  Goodnefs.  All 
the  People  being  come  thither,  S.  Theodore  celebrated  the  H.  Sacrifice 
of  the  Mafle  ,  and  the  day  following,,  they  found  in  the  Field  an  innu- 
merable company  of  Locufts,  all  lying  dead  7  which  inftead  of  depopu- 
lating the  Fields,  ferved  to  manure  and  enrich  them; 

Souris.         Mice,  hy  a  certain  cognifance,  yield  refpett  to 
AM0kfi-  the //.Sacrament. 


CEfarius  tells  us,  that  the  Sacrift  of  the  Abbey  of  Eberbac,  having 
found  certain  Hoft*  marred  and  crack'd  mixed  among  others,  he 
caft  them  under  a  Window  neer  to  the  Altar  j  and  Fome  days  after,  he 
obferved,  that  the  Mice  had  nibled  and  eaten  all  that  which  was  round 
the  Hoft  (  not  what  was  Printed  with  Letters  )  and  it  was  held  for  a 
great  Wonder,  that  thefe  little  Animals,  To  greedy  of  fuch  fluff,  had 
fpared  them,  in  teftimony  of  certain  refp'eft,  and  onely  becaufe  they  had 
been  appointed  for  the  ufe  of  the  Sacrifice  of  the  Mafle,  Lib.  9. 

c.  11.  about  the  year  122  2. 

T. 
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T. 

Titir**!*      A  Bull  acknowledges  our  Lor  J,  under  the  Species  of 
-the Sacrament ,  depofing  its jfercentjs,  to  he 
prefent  at  the  Maffe. 


A  BuU. 


IN  the  Town  of  Brof*  in  Spain,  may  be  feen  an  admirable  Prodigy, 
which  has  been  feen  many  years  ago,  and  may  ftill  be  feen  every  year, 
on  the  Vefpers  and  day  of  S.  M*rh^  the  Evangelift.  In  this  place  is  a 
Fraternity  under  the  Title  of  S.  M*r\t^  to  which  Heaven  has  given  this 
Priviledge  following,  viz..  That  at  the  Feaft  of  this  H.  Evangelift,  this 
Congregation  makes  choice  of  one  of  their  Company,  whom  they  fend 
into  the  Fields*  where  he  demands  of  the  Neat-heard  that  looks  to  the 
Cattle,  which  of  his  Bulls  is  the  moft  fierce  and  furious.  When  he  has 
karnt  this,  he  commands  this  Bull,  in  the  name  of  S.  Mark^  to  follow 
him,  which  like  a  tame  Lamb  follows  him  to  the  Village,  and  is  prefent 
at  Vefpers  on  the  Eve  of  this  Feaft  7  after  which,  he  returns  to  the  Mea- 
dows, and  the  next  day  he  prefents  himfelf  on  the  fame  manner  at  Mafle, 
where  the  true  Lamb  of  God  is  facrificed  \  after  this  he  marches  in  pro- 
cefllon  in  the  fame  Pofture,  and  fuffers  the  Boys  and  Girles  to  touch 
him,  and  put  Wreaths  of  Flowers  about  his  Neck.  This  Feaft  and  Cere- 
mony being  over,  he  isfentback  toti.e  Herd,  and  refumes  immediately 
his  wonted  and  natural  fiercenefs,  and  from  that  time  People  moft  have  a 
care  of  him.  P*  Bibero  in  append.  Solcmnis  fajitntut  convivti. 

it 

Viche.  ^  £CU)  revenges  an  Injury  done  to 

ACbw*  the  H.  Sacrament. 


IN  the  year  1650.  in  a  Town  of  the  Province  of  Jnftria^  called  in  La- 
tin Vnguarimm  on  an  Eafter  Eve  when  they  were  bufy  in  a  Proceffi- 
on,  according,  to  the  Cuftome  of  the  Country,  carrying  the  H.  Sacra- 
ment in  great  Pomp,  amidft  Acclamations ,  many  Voliies  of  Guns  (hot 
off,  and  the  noyfe  of  Kettle-drums,  Trumpets  and  Tabours,  an  old  Mi- 
nifter's  Wife,  fell  into  a  rage,  through  defpite  to  fee  the  honour  they 
gave  to  God  in  theH.  Eucharift,  and  cryed  out  farioufly  with  full  mouth  7 
Behold,  fays  (he,  the  Papifts  have  again  raifed  their  Chrift,  whom  they 
put  to  death  three  days  agoe.  This  Blafphemy  was  immediately  pun- 
ifh'd  7  for  a  Cow,  that  came  no  body  knew  from  whence,  and  followed 
this  Fury,  on  a  fuddain  being  as  it  were  pricked  forward  by  an  extraor- 
dinary 


dinary  indignation,  ran  furioufly  agaihft  this  Heretick  }  and  having 
pufhed  and  gored  her  back  with  her  horns,  rufiYd  her  down  fo  wound- 
ed, that  flie  expired  a  few  hours  after,  to  be  prefented  before  him  whom 
fhe  had  blafphemed,  who  is  the  Judge  of  Quick  and  Dead.  P.  Na~ 

daji  in  Uteri*  annuls  ad  an.  Cit.  prov.  AnftrU  par.  3 . 

Vers.      Wormes  are  found  deadjfor  having  eaten  up  the  Flowers 
defigned  for  the  honour  of  the  H.  Sacrament. 

TN  the  Convent  of  S.  Catherine  in  the  Province  of  Vakntia^  a  Lay- 
Brother  called  Affenfius,  one  of  great  Faith  and  Devotion  towards 
the  EL  Sacrament  of  the  Altar,  lookt  to  a  little  Garden  of  Flowers  he 
had,  which  he  made  ufe  of  to  fpread  before  the  H.  Eucharift.  On  the 
Eve  of  Corf  us  Chrifti  day,  he  went  into  his  Garden  to  look  on  his 
Flowers,  which  he  Yaw  there  growing  very  fre/h  and  in  great  num- 
bers, of  which  he  was  extrcamly  glad  :  but  in  the  Morning  going  in  to 
gather  them  ,  he  perceived  a  number  of  Wormes  all  round  about 
which  had  eaten  them  up  and  consumed  them.  In  this  ftreight,  he 
ran  haftily  to  the  H.  Sacrament,  and  after  he  had  adored  it,  he  ear- 
neftly  befeeched  it  to  deliver  him  from  his  Sorrows,  b£  reftoring  the 
Flowers  he  had  referved,  for  the  honour  of  his  moft  H.  Body.  In 
confidence  that  our  Lord  had  heard  his  Prayer,  he  returned  to  his 
Garden,  and  found  it  all  fmiling  with  frelh  and  fair  Flowers,  and 
thofe  little  Vermin  lying  dead,  to  enrich  the  Ground.  This  great 
Devotion  which  he  had  tcftified  all  his  life  time  towards  the  H.  Eu- 
charift, obtained  for  him  the  happinefs  to  expire  and  render  JfeSoul 
to  his  Creator,'  in  the  prefence  of  the  moft  Glorious  Virgin  fiBther, 
of  her  dear  Son  our  Lord,  and  of  his  feraphick  Father  S.  Francis^  on  the 
H.  Night  of  Chriftmafs.  Franc.  Gouraga  de  brig,  &  rog.  Seraph. 

ReL  S.  Franc.  3.  p.  in  prov.  Valent.  con.  12. 


Wormes  revenge  the  Injury  done  to  the  H.  Sacrament. 

A Thunderbolt  having  by  God's  Providence,  fallen  upon  Apollo's 
Temple  in  Daphne ,  the  building  was  beat  down  and  lay  in 
Afties.  Julian  the  Apoftate  attributing  this  burning  to  the  Zeal  of  the 
Chriftians,  commanded  that  all  the  H.  Veflels  of  Gold  and  Silver  of 
great  Value  ,  in  the  great  Church  built  by  Conftantin,  fliould  be 
brought  into  the  Emperour's  Exchequer  as  forfeited.  Among  thofe 
P  rfons  that  were  moft  ready  to  execute  this  Order,  was  Julian, 
this  Emperour's  Uncle,  who  g>vcrsed  the  Empire  of  the  Eaft  j  who 

was 
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was  fuddenly  ftruck  with  a  Malady,  that  held  him  for  forty  days  ly- 
ing along  on  the  ground,  without  Speech  or  vJenfe.  The  caufe  of  this 
fudden  Malady  w  s  attributed  to  what  he  had  done  in  feizing  upon 
the  H.  Veflels,  as  Pixes,  Chalices  and  fuch  others,  which  he  had  bro- 
ken in  pieces,  and  had  made  them  up  for  a  Seat  to  fit  on.  He 
recovered  indeed  his  Senfes ,  but  it  was  to  feel  extraordinary  Tor- 
clients  in  his  Bowels  where  ftrange  Ulcers  bred  with  fo  much  cor- 
ruption, that  all  the  Flefh  ran  into  Wormes,  which  tho'  they  endea- 
voured by  applications  to  allure  as  it  were  ard  draw  them  forth,  yet 
inftead  of  that,  they  went  further  inward,  and  fattened  themfelves 
to  the  live  Fle(h,and  never  ceafed  to  torment  him,  till  he  had  vomited 
out  his  Soul,  at  his  infamous  and  noyfome  mouth.  Niceph.  Cat- 

ty, in  hift.  Ecclef  /.  10.  c.  29. 

Vipers  honour  the  H.  Sacrament,  by  quitting  thofe 
whom  they  had  afflitted. 

IN  the  year  11551.  at  Brefte,  a  Town  in  Poland,  a  great  Lady  was 
moleftedfor  fome  while  with  fo  ftrange  a, Witchery,  that  fhe  vo- 
mited live  Vipers  and  Froggs ,  which  caufed  horrour  to  all  thofe 
that  heard  her  {peak  of  it,  and  to  her  felf  who  was  afflicled  thereby  with 
very  great  torrrflent.  She  advifed  with  our  Fathers  about  it,  and  from 
them  fhe  learnt,'tthat  there  was  not  a  more  foveraign  and  effectual  Reme- 
dy againft  fuch  Witcheries,  than  to  approach  the  H.  Euchariftwith 
a  s^fct  Faith  and  Confidence,  She  made  ufe  of  this  advice  with 
fic^Taccefs,  that  at  length  fhe  found  her  felf  releafed  and  quit 
of  this  Witchcraft,  and  reilored  to  that  health  and  quiet,  which  flic 
enjoyed  before  this  Misfortune.  Ex  Litem  annnis  PolonU^  \6%\> 
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To  the  Reader. 


THofe  of  the  Roman  Communion,  have  impofed  on 
the  belief  of  Mankind  fuch  Fabulous  Legends, 
and  Ridiculous  Stories,  that  I  think  it  a  fufficient 
Antidote  againft  their  Errors  Joexpofe  fome  ef  thefe 
pretended  Miracles  to  the  view,  of  the  World ;  it  is  to  this 
that  I  have  Tranflvted  the  following  Relations,    It  will 
not  be  amifs  to  give  my  Readers  fome  account  of  the  Book, 
from  whence  I  Translated  thefe  Relations,  which  I fh all 
do  as  briefly  as  I  can.    Juftus  Lipfius  publifhed  a  Book  in 
Latin,  in  the  year  1604.  Intituled  Diva  Virgo  Hallenfis 
Benefkia  ejus,  &  Miracula,  Fide,  atque  Ordine  de- 
fcripta.    This  Treatife  was  Licenfed  and  Approved  by 
Guliplmus  de  Berghes,  Archbifhop  of  Camerick,  Vale- 
rianus  Fbflius  Vicar  General,  and  Gulielmus  Fabritius, 
the  Cenfor  of  Books.    It  was  Tranflated  into  French,  and 
augmented  by  Claudius  Maillard  a  Jefuit  ;  it  was  Tran- 
flated into  Dutch  by  Philip  Numao,  and  again  into  French 
ly  Ludovicus  du  Gardin  aPhyfician  >  it  was  afterwards^ 
aq^ain  rendred  into  Dutch,  with  Maillards  Additions,  by 
N.N.  *  Jefuit,  and  Printed  at  Bruflels  Anno  1657.  & 
is  Licenfed  by  the  Cenfor  of  Books,  but  there  is  a.  Caution 
in  the  IJcenfing  of  it,  which  was  not  made  ufe,  of  in  the 
Latin  Edition  of  Lipfius  ;  and  it  is,  That  none  of  thefe 
Miracles  Jhall  be  received  upon  the  Credit  of  the  Churchy 
mlefs,  at  leaft,  they  be  attefieJ  by  a  Bijhop,  but  Jhall  be 
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taken  upon  the  Credit  of  the  Faithful  Hiftorian  ;  and  this 
was  in  obedience  to  the  two \  Bulls  of  Tope  Urban  the  8th. 
to  that  purpoje.   It  feems  that  they  began  to  blujh  at  theft 
Ridiculous  Stories,  but  yet  they  would  have  the  Cypmc-  ■ 
nalty  belie  ve  them,  though  not  at  the  expence  of  the  Pub- 
lick  Faith.    I  have  in  this  Tranjlation  moft  followed  the 
Dutch  Edition,  which  is  divided  into  three  parts  •  the 
fir  ft  is  fpent  in  the  Defer  ipt  ion  of  the  City  iff  Halle,  and 
the  linage  5  which  I  have  rather  abridg  r:  than  tranjlated. 
All liihat  1 have  taken  from  this  part,  is  comprized  in  my 
firft  Chapter,  and  is  (jho  an  abridgment)  in  the  Authors 
own  words  for  the  moft  part:,  the  Miracles  make  the  fe- 
cond  part,  which  is  fubdivided  into  two  parts ;  the  firft 
thereof  contains  all  the  Miracles  that  are  in  Lipfius  ;  it 
is  this  that  I  have  taught  to  fpeak  Englifh.    The  third 
part  is  an  account  of  the  gifts  offered  to  the  B.  Virgin  ; 
Lipfius'*  Treatife  met  with  fome  oppofition  in  the  World, 
and  was  defended  by  Anaftafms  Cochelet,  a  Camelite, 
and  D.  D.  cf  Paris,   and  by  Carolus  Scribanius  a  Dutch 
Jefuit.  .  - 

Becaufe  I  would  not  give  the  Jeaft  opportunity  to  the 
'Romifi)  Calumniators,  to  traduce  me  as  a  falfe  Tranjla- 
tof,  I  have  rendred  it  almoft  verbatim,  though9  f  am  not 
Ignorant  that  it  is  eft e erne, d.  to  be  an  E^ror  by  ihe-'beB 
Tranflaftrs.    .  ' 


CHAR 
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CHAP.  I 

Of  the  Original  of  the  Hely  Image  ;  a  fhort  Description  of 
the  noble  Defcent  and  Vertue  of  the  Holy  Elizabeth. 

IN  order  to  a  clearer  profped  of  the  Original  of 
this  Holy  Image,  it  fecms  necefTary  to  enquire  in-  HJ^  mi  L .  , 
to  the  royal  Pedigree,  and  conftant  Vertue  of  the  c.  \'.ai?Mlii- 
pious  Elizabeth.  Ur^  c-  6* 

Andreas  II.  furnamed  Hierofolymitanus,  the  third  Son 
iBcla  III:  King  of  Hungary ;  after  the  Death  of  his 
brothers,  inherited  the  Kingdom  of  Hungary,  Anno 
iioi.  His  Queen  was  Gertrude,  Daughter  to  the  Duke 
of  Mernhem,  Krenten  and  Iflrien,  by  whom  he  had  three 
Sons  and  one  Daughter,  viz.  Bela  IV.  Celomannus, 
Andrew  and  Elizabeth.  Andrew  being  defirous  to  ad- 
vance himfelf,  travelled  to  Venice,  and  there  married 
a  rich  Wife,by  whom  he  had  a  Son  named  Marcus. 

Marcus  not  being  contented  with  the  Eftate  his  Fa- 
ther left  him  poflefled  of,  went  to  Picardy,  and  there 
married  Catharine  de  Croy,  legal  Heirefs  of  the  Houfe 
of  Croy,  defcended  from  the  Palfgraves  of  Hungary, 
and  Wittenberg ;  from  this  Marriage  fprung  that  illu- 
ftrious  Family  of  Croy. 

Elizabeth  (  which  mod  ferves  our  Defign  )  Daugh- 
ter, as  above,  of  Andrew  II.  King  of  Hungary,  and 
Aunt  to  Marcos ;  at  the  Age  of  three  Years,  was  by 
Ambafladors  betrothed  to  Lewis  Son  ofHermon,  Land- 
grave of  Tburingfa  and  Haffia,  defcended  from  Charles 
the  Great.  At  the  Age  of  four  Years  (he  was  conveyed 
to  Thuringia9  to  be  educated  in  her  Bridegrooms  Fa- 
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thers  Court.    It  would  be  .tedious  to  relate  the  Signs 
of  a  Pious  Difpofition,  vifible  in  her  Infancy. 

It  fliall  fuffice  to  remark,  That  being  then  a  Virgin, 
and  afterwards  both  Wife  and  Widow,  her  vertuous 
Deportment  in  all  thefe  Eftates  rendered  her  Famous : 
The  Painters  and  Carvers  reprefented  her  with  three 
Crowns  on  her  Head  ;  intimating  thatfhe  had  merited 
c  Crown  from  each  State.  At  the  Age  of  fourteen, 
Ihe  was  married  to  Lewis,  and  had  IfTue  by  him,  viz. 
Hermannus  (  who  did  not  live  long  )  and  Sophia,  alfo 
another  Daughter  of  the  fame  Name,  or  according  to 
fome,  her  Name  was  Gertrude ;  Ihe  left  this  World  for 
a  Cloyfter. 

Lewis  accompanying  the  Emperor  Frederick,  to  af- 
fift  in  the  conqueft  of  the  Holy  Land,  dyed  in  Apulia, 
cr  as  fome  a/Hrm  in  Sicilie.  His  Body  was  lent  to 
Elizabeth,  who  with  extraordinary  Grief  interred  it. 
Henry  her  Husbands  Brother,  after  many  Injuries  of- 
fered to  her,  not  only  bereft  her  of  all  herEftate,  but 
banifhed  her  fo  haftily,  that  fhe  could  hardly  find  a 
Place  of  Ropofe  for  herfelf  -and  Children.  She  retired 
to  Marpurg  in  Hajfia ;  where  after  having  fpent  four 
Years  in  all  manner  of  vertuous  Exercifes,  by  the  Af- 
fiftance  of  one  Conrad,  a  religious  Man,  Ihe  departed 
thisLife,beingbut  twenty  fourYears  of  Age,Amo  xx.j  r. 
Her  San&ity  and  Miracles  caufed  Pope  Gregory  IX.  to 
add  her  to  the  number  of  the  Saints,  Anno  1235. 

Sophia  her  eldeft  Daughter,  and  Heirefs  rather  of 
her  Vertue  than  Eftate,  went-  into  the  Netherlands, 
•where  Ihe  was  married  to  Henry  II.  Duke  of  Brabant. 
He  had  Henry  III.t>y  his  firft  Dutchefs  Maria  van  Swa- 
ven,  Daughter  to  the  Emperor  FhiTip.  He  had  alfo 
by  Sophia  another  Henry,  furnamed  the  Brabander : 
He  with  the  Afliftance  of  hij  Mother,  made  divers  At- 
tempts 


(?) 

tempts  for  the  acquifition  of  thai4  Inheritance,  which 
the  ftrength  of  the  adverfe  Party  rendered  ineffectual  : 
But  at.  laft  he  regained  Hajffo,  and  left  his  Pofterity 
pofleft  of  it,  more  by  the  Prayers  of  Elizabeth  than  the 
Afliftance  of  his  Mother.  But  leaving  this  neighbour- 
ing Hiftory,  let  us  come  to  thofe  things  for  which 
caufe  it  was  related. 

Sophia,  Inheritrix  of  her  Mothers  Piety,  being  wil- 
ling to  follow  her  Example  in  all  things,  was  ftrongly 
inclined  to  the  Vreneration  and  Love  of  our  B.  Lady. 
'Tis  really  believed,  That  her  Mother  bequeathed  her 
rome  Images  of  the  B.  Virgifi,  which  in  remembrance 
of  her,  fhe  loved  and  efteemed  more  than  ordinary  ; 
whereof  Ihe  gave  one  to  the  Cloyfter  of  Carmelite  Nuns 
at  Vilvord,  which  hath  been  antiently  as  famous  for 
its  Miracles  as  of  late  its  title  is,  Our  B.  Lady  of  Con- 
y^to/^intimating  that  feveral  Perfons  have  there  been 
delivered  from  their  Maladies,  and  acquired  eafe  both 
of  Body  and  Mind.  She  gave  three  other  Images  to 
Mechtildis,  Sifter  to  Duke  Henry,  her  Husband,  who 
being  a  Widow  had  married  Florentius  IV.  Earl  of  Hol- 
land and  Zealand,  from  which  Nuptials  fprung  the  bo- 
aoured  William  II.  who  was  in  the  contention  chofen 
Emperour  of  Germany. 

Mechtildis  $  reception  of  thefe  Images  of  Sophia,  in 
procefs  of  Time  had  a  better  Etfed:  than  could  have 
been,  if  ihe  had  receivAl  them  from  Elizabethhtt  felt, 
•who  had  been  long  dead ;  and  the  great  Diflance  that 
was  between  their  feveral  Habitations,  might  have  pre- 
vented any  Acquaintance  between  them.  Mechtildis 
not  long  before  her  Deceafe,  diftributed  the  Images  in 
divers  Places :  She  placed  one  at  Gravcfand,  an  antient  Li.rhiitHlU 
though  fmall  City  of  Holland,  fituate  near  the  Cloyfter 
of  Loosduynen,  which  Ihe  had  founded,  and  whereafter 

B  z  her 


(  4  )  . 

her  Husbands  Death;  ftie  pioully  and  chaftly  fpentthe 
remainder  of  her  Life.  She  gave  another  to  the  Car- 
melites Church  at  Hacrtem.  And  the  third  (  which  is 
our  Image)  flie beftowed  at  Halle  in  Henegoiv:  But 
why  was  this  placed  there  ?  I  believe  becaufe  her 
Daughter  Adelheydis  was  married  to  John  of  Avennes, 
Earl  of  Henegowe,  fome  Years  before  her  Death.  To 
VitMijxy&l-  which  we  may  add,  That  the  had  a  Daughter  of  her 
Litf.T$.      own  Name,  who  being  married  to  the  Earl  of 

berg,  had  at  one  Birth  364  Children,  which  were  bap- 
tized altogether  by  the  Bifliop  of  Vtrecht :  An  Event 
that  looks  more  like  a  FaBle  than  a  true  Hiftory,  did 
not  our  Annals  fo  firmly  and  unanimoufly  aflert  it. 
But  to  return  to  our  Defign,  as  the  ftubborn  were  apt 
to  calumniate,  fo  the  Religious  admired  by  what 
means  the  Hoi y  Elizabeth  collected  fo  many  Images  of 
the  B.  Virgin.  Both  which  may  be  fatisfied  by  Ha'ra- 
Tem.i  Am.u*  who  fays,  That  fhe  her  felf,  or  fome  Body  for  her, 
received  them  from  her  Aunt,  the  religious  Hedumgjsy 
(  Wife  to  Henricus  Barlatus  Prince  of  Slefia  and  To* 
land)  who  knew  the  vertuous  Difpofition  of  her  Ncece. 
The  Reafon  of  this  Conjecture  might  Jpe,  That  in  her 
life  time,llie  was  found  to  have  a  great  quantity  of  Ima- 
ges of  the  B.  Vtrgin,  which  Ihe  very  much  reverenced: 
She  kept  a  fmall  one  commonly  in  her  Hand,  as  Welt 
to  excite  her  Devotion  with  the  fight  of  it,  as  to  blefs 
and  heal  the  Sick:  Nay,whicll*is  more,fhefo  venerated 
that  Sacred  Image,  that  ihe  dyed  with  one  between  her 
Fingers,  and  was  in  that  Pofture  interr'd.  Some  Years 
after  her  death,  her  Body  was  found  confumed,  ex- 
cept the  two  Fingers,  which  with  their  former  Vigor 
grafpt  the  facred  Image.  This  is  the  Reafon  why  the 
Painters  reprcfent  her  with  an  Image  in  her  Hand. 

To 
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To  fpeak  moic  particularly,  This  holy  image  is 
compofed  of  Wood,  it  is  about  three  Foot  high,  fitting 
on  a  Chair  and  offering  her  left  Brcaft  to  the  Child  to 
luck,  the  Cloaths  and  other  Ornaments  veil  it  from 
our  Eyes:  It  is  not  efleemed  for  its  compofurc,  nor 
the  Matter  whereof  it  is  com po fed,  (  that  being  flight 
and  common  )  nor  its  black  Colour,  caufed  by  its 
Antiquity,  and  the  Smoak  of  Lamps;  but  there  is  a 
more  than  Human  Majefty  attends  it,  lecaufe  it  re- 
prefents  the  B.  Virgin,  who  is  fo  honourable,  and  hath 
done  fo  many  Miracles,and  doth  daily  .That  Character, 
Nigra y#w,  fed formofa,  might  here  take  Place  !  This 
Meannefs  of  the  Image,  ought  nor  to  diminifli  Wife- 
mens  Devotion,  nor  the  Veneration  of  the  Simple  and 
Illiterate.    Here  that  falls  in  very  opportunely  which 
Wkhmans  remarks,    viz.  Thatamongft  all  the  Hiira-£r^iAf4r>  /.  x 
culols  Images  of  the  B.  Virgin  (  efpecially  thofe  that  c-n* 
were-  found  in  the  Netherlands  )  there  was  none  whofe 
matter  was  fumptuous,  or  compofure  elegant.  There- 
fore they  would  not  be  efleemed,  were  not  their  worth 
enhanced  by  Faith ;  which  negledtirg  the  Curiofitics 
of  the  Image,  fixes  it  felf  upon  the  mighty  Power  of 
God,  wh"ch  appears  through  the  Images  in  the  Opera- 
tion of  Miracles.    This  gives  us  a  clear  Profpedt  of 
the  Divine  Providence,  in  bereaving  the  World  of  all 
Occafions  of  Idolatry  by  this  meannefs  of  the  Images  ; 
for  on  the  contrary,  had  they  been  elegant  and  coftly, 
the  unthinking  Vulgar  would  have  appropriated  their 
Honour  and  Veneration  to  their  Splendor ;  and  the 
Obftinate  would  think  and  affirm,  That  we  therefore 
honour  the  Type,  but  not  for  the  Sake  of  the  Proto- 
type :  Yet  we  ought  not  to  hinder  the  making  of  coft- 
ly Images  in  honour  of  the  B.  Virgin,  for  they  repre- 
fent  her  as  well,  nay  better  than  the  meaner,  if  they  he 
miraculous.  The 
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The  B.  Virgin  began  to  be  honoured  iii  this  Image, 
and  to  perform  various  Miracles  about  the  Year  1x67. 

Beyeriink  tbedt.iti  the  time  of  Nicholas  de  la  Fount  aine  the  fifty  firft  Bi- 
L.E.f\Epus.  fliop  of  camerick,  a  Man  of  extraordinary  Piety  and 
Vertue  ;  and  as  his-  Suffrag&n  Thomas  Cantipratanus 
(  who  was  born  at  Leew  near  Halle  )  affirms,  a  great 
Honourer  of  the  B.  Virgin,  a  worthy  Scholar  to  Al- 
ley tus  Magnus^  and  School-fellow  with  Thomas  Aquinas , 
all  ardent  Lovers  of  the  Mother  of  God. 

CHAP.  II. 

The  Bleffed  Virgin  defended  the  City  of  Halle  from  the 
Tower  of  her  Enemies, 

LEt  us  now  with  a  thankful  Acknowledgment  re- 
late the  wonderful  and  memorable  A&ions,which 
the  Queen  of  Heaven,  and  Mother  of  Mercy  hath  per- 
formed to  fo  many  afflidted  and  comfortlefs  Perfons. 
And  here  we  muft  not  omit,  That  the  wooden  Image, 
which  is  feveral  hundred  Years  old,  and  yet  is  fo  far 
from  the  ufual  Concomitants  of  Antiquity,  that  it  is 
not  in  the  lead  injured  by  Time,  nor  the  frequent 
Fires,  which  the  Neighbours  affirm  have  confumed  the 
adjacent  Houfes. 

The  B.  Virgin  hath  not  only  preferv'd  her  Image  and 
Church  from  the  impetuous  Flames;  but  hath  feveral 
Times  defended  the  City  againft  the  Power  and  Force 
of  its  Enemies 

Philip  Cleve,  in  the  Year  1489.  (chief  of  the  Ene- 
mies of  Maximilian  I.  and  his  Son  Philip  )  feeing  that 
Halle  was  a  Thorn  in  the  Foot  of  the  Bruffelkrs,  trea- 
Cheroufly  bought  fomeof  the  Burghers  to  his  fide,that 
when  he  Ihould  come,  they  (hould  give  him  entrance 
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into  the  City  ;  he  was  on  his  March  with  tfooo.  Men. 
and  had  furprized  the  City,  had  not  a  Burgher  o{ Bruf- 
fels,  "by  chance  (  why  fay  I  by  chance,  it  was  by  the 
appointment  of  the  B.  Virgin,  who  watched  over  her 
City  )  been  imprifoned,  who  difcovaed  the  Plot : 
The  Burghers  made  ufc  of  this  Difcovery,  and  let  fhi- 
lip  of  Cleve  march  on  with  his  Army,  pais  the  Moat, 
and  climb  the  Walls,  and  then  with  an  extraordinary 
Courage  forced  him  to  retire  with  Shame  and  Dil- 
honour. 

Philip  feeing  the  illSuccefsof  his  firft  Aflault,  hav- 
ing procured  mo;e  Strength,  and  armed  himfelf  bet- 
ter, made  a  fecond  Aflault  ;  he  had  now  ioooo.  Men, 
his  Defign  was  carried  on  wkh  fuch  Speed,  that  he  fur- 
prized  twenty  Souldiers  in  the  Fields  without  the  City ; 
the  City  was  guarded  with  noftrongeraGarrifonthan 
25-0-  Men,  which  rendred  his  Diflionour  the  greater. 
He  planted  his  Ordnance,  and  battered  down  lo  much 
of  the  Walls,  that  three  Wagons  could  go  in  abreafl:  ; 
others  (hot  with  Bombs  fo  violently ,that  many  Houfes 
were  in  Danger  of  burning.  In  this  apparent  Danger, 
the  Burghers  were  thunder-ftrook  with  Fear  and  Arto- 
nifliment :  All  human  Helps  were  ineffectual,  which 
caufed  them  to  rely  on  the  Goodnefs  of  Heaven.  They 
applyed  themfelves  unto  the  Blefled  Virgin,  and  be- 
ing encouraged  by  an  Expe&ation  of  her  Help,  and 
accompanied  with  fpiritual  Afliftances,  they  refilled 
fo  ftoutly,  that  by  Sun-fet,  the  Enemy  having  loft  his 
Men  and  Courage,  was  forced  to  raife  the  Siege,  open- 
ly proclaiming,  That  it  was  more  than  human  Power 
that  vanquished  him.  During  the  Fight  the  Women 
were  Very  bufie  in  quenching  the  injedred  Fire 5  there 
was  ten  Women  in  one  Houfe,  fo  much  endangered, 
that  all  reople  thought  they  had  been  choaked  or 
;  •  burned  • 
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burned  ;  but  they  were  delivered  without  any  great 
Damage,  and  went  each  of  them  to  her  own  Houfe. 

There  was  none  in  Halle  y  whofe  countenance  did 
not  exprefs  an  extraordinary  J.oy,  and  there  was  a  joy- 
ful and  univerfal  Thankfgiving  to  the  B.  Virgin.  On 
the  next  Day  the  Enemy  being  refolved  to  hazard  ano- 
ther Allault,  there  arrived  a  Meflenger  from  the  vali- 
ant Prince  Charles  of  Croy  to  the  Burghers,  promifing 
them  his  Affiftance  within  three  Days  :  This  caufed  an 
extraordinary  Joy  to  poilefs  the  Citizens  Minds,  which 
Ihewed  it  felfiri  beating  of  Drums  and  ringing  of  Bells: 
This  unufual:  Triumph  raifed  a  Sufpicion  and  Fear  a- 
mong  the  Enemies,  which  hurried  them  to  fo  hafty  a 
Flight,as  forced  them  to  leave  their  Dead  and  Wound- 
ed, and  Appurtenances  behind  them  in  the  City- Moats, 
and  in  the  Way.  In  Remembrance  of  this  great  deli- 
*verance,  there  was  referved  one  hundred  Iron  and 
Stone  Bowls,  weighing  fome  thirty  ,  others  forty, 
and  fome  fixty  Pound  :  By  this  we  may  fee  the 
Strength  of  thofe  Cities  ( though  weakly  fenced ) 
which  the  B.  Virgin  hath  chofen  to  govern. 

For  the  Remembrance  of  this  Vidtory,  the  Burghers 
fpend  the  Even  of  the  tenth  of  July  in  all  Expreffions'of 
Joy,  and  the  Morning  in  Devotion ;  they  finga  folemn 
Thankfgiving- Mafs,  and  cany  the  Hofi  in  Proceflion 
along  the  Streets  and  Walls. 

C  H  A  P.  III. 

the  fmijkment  of  twe  Blajpheemers. 

WE  will  defcend  a  little  to  our  Times,  and  by  an 
A&ion  worthy  of  Derifion,  evince  the  Pow- 
er aad  Praife  df  the  B.  Virgin. 

In 
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In  the  Time  of  the  bloody  NetherlandAYavs,  Oliver 
vanden  Tempel  had  the  chief  Charge  of  the  Magazeen 
in  Brujfels.  The  City  of  Halle,  as  alfo  Henegow  and 
Artoisy  put  thcmfelvcs  under  the  Kiug  of  Spams  Prote- 
ction ;  This  fo  enraged  Oliver,  that  he  marched  twice 
couragioufly  againft  the  City,  thinking  that  none  of 
the  neighbouring  Cities  (  which  were  all  his  Allies ) 
would  hinder  his  Defign :  There  was  fcarfe  forty  Soul- 
diers  in  the  City,  the  Citizens  young  and  inexpert;  for 
all  this  he  was  couragioufly  beaten  off  the  firft  Day  : 
Then  under  Pretence  of  a  feigned  Retreat,  he  fent  prc- 
fently  for  all  the  Souldiers  out  of  the  neighbouring 
Cities,and  came  again  before  Halle  with  more  Strength, 
before  they  knew  of  it.  His  Souldiers  being  on  their 
March,  heightened  the  Valour  of  each  other  withcou- 
ragious  Speeches ;  amongft  the  reft,  one  John  Swkkius 
an  impious  Fellow,  faid,  He  would  cut  off  the  Nofe  of 
our  little  Lady  of  Halle  (  fo  he  called  the  B.  Virgin). 
They  came  before  the  City,  and  when  both  Sides  be- 
gan to  Shoot,  a  Musket-bullet  took  off  Swickitus  Nofe, 
*it  was  undoubtedly  dirc&ed  by  the  B.  Virgin.  ) 

But  John  Rijfelmans  was  more  infolent  and  rude  : 
This  Villain  faid,  That  he  would  carry  die  Image  of 
the  B.  Virgin  to  Bruffels,  and  make  a  Bonefire  with  it. 
This  Impious  Calumniator  thought  not  of  the  ap- 
proaching Fire  that  fhortly  after  reached  him  ;  For  a 
Cannon-Bullet  hit  him,  and  carried  his  Jaw  along  with 
it,which  was  the  Caufe  of  his  Death  fliortly  after.  This 
wras  the  Fortune  of  thofethat  came  to  fight  againft  the 
City  of  Halle,  that  is  againft  the  B.  Virgin. 
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CHAP.  IV. 

A  Servant  having  loft  his  Mafters  Falcon,  and  leing  up- 
on the  Ladder  to  die  for  it,  was  delivered  from  his 
approaching  Death,  hy  the  Affiftance  of  the  B.  Virgin, 

THe  following  Relation  is  attefted  by  antient  Re- 
cords, and  an  old  Wooden  Image,  although 
Time  hath  bereft  us  of  the  Yea?  when  it  was  done,and 
the  Names  of  the  Perfons.   The  Dutch  Nobility  (  be- 
fore they  were  deftroyed  by  War  )  were  great  Lovers 
of  Hawking  and  Fowling ;  for  this  End  they  had  divers 
expert  and  coftly  Hawks  brought  unto  them  from  the 
North.    A  Nobleman,  whofe  Severity  is  better  known 
to  us  than  his  Name,  was  addidted  to  this  Exercife, 
and  had  a  Falcon  which  he  highly  efteemed ;  this  FaU 
con,eitherby  an  unhappy  Chance,  or  the  carclefnefs  of 
the  Falconer,  flew  away  paft  recovery :  The  Noble- 
man underftanding  his  Lofs,  was  fo  enraged  that  he 
fwore,  If  his  Servant  did  not  find  his  Falcon  within 
five  Weeks,  his  Head  fhould  fatisfie  the  Lofs.  He  made 
all  poflible  fearch  in  Woods  and  all  other  likely  Pla* 
ces,  but  in  Vain,  the  Falcon  was  irrecoverably  loft  : 
At  the  five  Weeks  end,  he  could  not  prevail  with  his 
Lord  for  one  Weeks  Refpite,  but  he  (till  perfifting  in 
his  Refolution,  caufed  a  Gallows  to  be  immediately 
eredted  before  his  Houfe,  the  Executioner  bound  his 
Eyes  and  led  him  up  the  Ladder,  ftanding  with  the 
Rope  about  his  Neck,  he  remembred  Halk,  And  your 
Mercy,  O  Blefled  Virgin  !  which  he  Ihortly  after  ex- 
perienced, yea  it  even  met  his  Devotions ;  for  while 
he  was  at  his  Prayers,  and  dire&ed  his  Heart  to  You, 
ke  thought  that  he  heard  the  clapping  of  the  Wings 


of  a  Fowl,  which  gavs  him  fomc  Hope,  he  defired  his 
Mafter  that  his  Eyes  might  unbound,  that  he  might 
fend  his  Prayers  to  Heaven  with  a  Freedom  of  Sight ; 
his  Requeft  was  granted,  then  renewing  his  Invocati- 
ons of  the  Blefled  Virgin,  the  Falcon  flew  fwiftly  to- 
wards the  almoft  dying  Perfon,  and  fettled  upon  his 
Shoulder.  Some  affirm,  That  the  Falcon  came  not 
until  he  had  been  turned  off  the  Ladder;  but  this  is 
not  attefted  by  the  Image  which  he  offered.  All  the 
Spectators  congratulated  his  Prefervation,  and  wifhed 
him  all  Felicity,  and  he  rendred  Praife  and  Honour  un- 
to the  B.  Virgin.  His  Lord  might  with  his  Falcon 
catch  Partridges,  but  on  that  Day  the  B.  Virgin  caught 
the  beft  Prey. 

CHAP.  V. 

One  was  delivered  from  Drowning. 

THat  the  Mercy  of  the  Mother  of  God  is  more 
abundant  than  the  Waters,  Pfjlrxusfhril  evince,  1380.1  Auguft. 
who  was  a  Burgher  of  Enghen  in  Henegow.  In  Augu/l 
in  this  little  City,  arofe  fuch  a  grievous  Tempeft, 
mixt  with  hard  Thunderbolts,  dreadful  Lightning,  and 
thick  black  Rain,  that  the  fwelling  Springs,  Stone- 
ways,  Houfes  and  Water-mills,  were  waflied  away  by 
the  prevailing  Stream,  and  turned  the  Land  into  a 
Sea  ;  all  now  fought  fome  Refuge,  one  got  up  on  high 
topreferve  himfelf  from  Water,  another  crept  into  a 
Hole  for  Shelter  againft  the  Lightning.  Paflmus  be- 
took himfelf  to  his  Cellar,  as  well  to  preferve  himfelf, 
asibme  Vidtuals,  and  Houfliold-ftufF;  as  he  was  bufie 
there,  he  was  over-run  with  Water,  there  wTas  no  Op- 
portunity of  Flight,  nor  Hopes  of  human  Help  :  He 

C  z  refolved 
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refolved  in  this  extream  Neceflity  with  a  Prayer  to 
commit  himfelf  to  the  Charge  of  the  B.  Virgin  ;  and 
immediately  he  found  help,  forheefpieda  little  above 
a  Door,  which  he  caught  hold  of,  and  hung  there  two 
Hours,  yet  the  Water  was  up  to  his  Chin,  and  fome- 
timcs  it  rife  above  his  Head,  but  did  not  continue  fo 
any  Time;  the  approachicg  Night  filled  him  with  dif- 
mal  Apprehenfions  of  its  length,  and  made  him  re- 
new his  Supplications  to  the  B.  Virgin,  whocaft  forth 
her  bright  Beams,  and  confiderablely  increafed  his 
Strength,  inabling  him  to  keep  his  Hold  at  the  Door 
until  the  next  Day,'  and  his  Deliverance  appeared, 
for  on  the  Morning  the  Waters  were  funk ;  yet  he 
underftood,  to  his  great  Grief,  that  his  Wife  and 
Child  were  drowned  in  the  Inundation.  He  offered  a 
Waxen-Image  in  Honour  of  the  B.  Virgin,  and  came 
accompanied  with  feventeen  Witnefles  to  return  her 
Thanks;  for  it  was  flie  alone  that  kept  him  from  his 
approaching  Death. 

CHAP.  VI. 

A  drowned  Child  reflortd  to  Life. 

AHoufe  accompanied  with  many  Children  and 
much  Water,  fills  the  Parents  Hearts  with  Fears. 
A  young  Child  unhappily  evinced  the  Truth  of  this, 
to  his  Fathers  Grief,  and  the  Glory  of  the  B.  Virgin. 
The  Father  miffing  his  Son,  after  having  fpent  two 
Hours  in  a  vain  Search  for  him  feared  that  Misfortune 
which  afterwards  happened  ;  for  he  found  him  drown- 
ed in  a  Pool,  his  Head  in  the  Mud,  and  his  Feet  out  of 
the  Water;  he  drew  him  out,  but  found  no  Sign  of 
Life  remaining  in  him :  After  lie  had  lain  thus  a  full 

Hour, 


(  *3  ) 

Hour  the  Father  cart  a  (orrowful  Eye  towards  his 
Child,  and  fent  a  Prayer  for  Mercy  to  You,  O  Blefled 
Mother!  His  Thoughts  had  hardly  reached  Halle,  be- 
fore the  Child  was  reftored  to  Life  and  began  to  ftir, 
and  to  rife  up,  and  walked  home  with  his  Father.  The 
Waters  of  Death  abound  in  all  Places,  but  in  Halle 
there  flows  a  Fountain  of  Life. 

CHAP.  VII. 

A  Perfon  pojfejfed  hy  the  Devil \  was  .d/fpoffejfed. 

IF  an  ill  Gueft  be  a  great  Burthen,  how  bad  mud  it 
then  be  for  a  Man  to  harbour  his  worft  Enemy,  not 
only  in  his  Houfe  but  in  his  Body.  Reynier  Willegem 
a  Burgher  of  Oudevaerde,  a  flout  Man  and  of  a  robuft 
Body , was  after  our  Ladies  Afcenfion-day  pofleft  by  the 
Devil ;  this  hellifli  Spirit  feized  him  as  followeth,  He 
raved  and  foamed,  and  tore  himfelf  and  others,  his 
Countenance  fufficiently  evidenced  the  Malignity  of 
his  Gueft.  His  Friends  knew  no  better  Remedy  than 
to  invoke  the  Aid  of  our  Lady  of  Halle;  their  Pray  erg 
were  heard,  the  Devil  ejected,  and  Reynier  regained 
his  priftine  Liberty.  Thathellilh  Serpent  might  well 
fear,  That  our  B.  Lady  would  not  fpare  his  Members, 
whofe  Head  fhehad  broken. 

CHAP.  VIII. 

A  Child  leing  Blind  and  Difeafid  was  cared.         This  in  the 

Original  is  in 

THisChildsName  was  Nicholas,  his  Father  lived  Vcrfc' 
at  Liege  '  This  Nicholas  was  not  only  Blind 
but  very  Weak  and  Infirm  $  The  Fame  of  the  Blefled 

Virgin 
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Virgin  of  Halle  having  reached  that  place,  the  Father 
addrefied  himfelf  to  her  in  behalf  of  his  Son ;  who  had 
both  his  Sight  and  Health  reftored  unto  him,  and  of- 
fered a  Silver-Image  in  Honour  of  the  B.  Virgin. 

CHAP.  IX. 

Some  delivered  from  Shipvorack. 

WE  have  hitherto  confined  our  Difcourfe  to  the 
Land,  let  us  now  plunge  our  felves  into  the 
niidft  of  a  horrible  Tempeft,  and  there  behold  the  Star 
of  the  Sea,  the  B.  Virgin  ftiooting  the  Beams  of  her 
i4©5;  Mercy.  A  Ship  which  departed  from  Holland  being 
bound  for  Antwerp,  encountred  a  dreadful  Storm  on  its 
Way  thither,  and  the  approaching  Night  doubled  the 
Danger,  and  the  Fears  of  thofe  on  Board  her,  and  the 
Pilot  told  them  the  Ship  was  loft,  alfo  that  he  had 
done  all  that  he  could,  and  advifed  everyone  to  think 
upon  his  Soul,  that  they  might  reach  the  Heaven  of 
Felicity.  This  made  them  fill  the  Air  with  Lamenta- 
tions and  Cries,  and  Prayers  :  One  of  the  Seamen  faid 
unto  them,  Wherefore  do  we  not  betake  our  felves  to 
the  B.  Virgin  of  Halle  ?  They  immediately  followed 
his  Counfel,  and  prefentlya  bright  Light  vifible  above 
the  Ship  difpelled  the  Clouds  of  Night  from  their  Eyes, 
and  thofe  of  Fear  from  their  Hearts,  and  conduced 
the  Ship  to  its  defired  Key.  The  Mafter  with  fome  of 
the  Men  ( like  another  Noah  j  went  to  Halle,  to 
prefent  his  Thank-offering  to  the  B.  Virgin. 


CHAR 
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CHAP.  X. 


A  Gentlewoman  was  delivered  from  her  Diftraflion. 

HE  that  hath  the  Ufe  of  his  Senfes  enjoys  many 
Bleflings  that  are  not  taken  notice  of,  but  the 
want  of  them  renders  a  Man  poor.  This  was  exem- 
plified in  a  young  Gentlewoman  of  the  Houfe  of '  An- 
gerellef  who  being  very  Beautiful,  and  of  a  healthful 
Conftitution,  became  Diffracted ;  her  Mother  fpared 
neither  Labour  nor  Charge  for  her  Curing,  although 
it  proved  Ineffectual ;  fhe  then  had  Recourfe  to  Halle, 
and  by  an  ardent  Prayer,  recommended  the  miferable 
Eftate  of  her  Daughter  to  our  Lady,  and  whilft  fhe 
was  at  her  Devotions  in  the  Church,  the  Mother  of 
Mercy  performed  a  Miracle  at  Home,  for  her  Daugh- 
ter was  cured  at  the  very  fame  Time. 

She  came  to  thank  the  B.  sVirgin,  and  offered  a 
Waxen-image  of  no/,  weight  correfpondent  to  the 
Weight  of  her  Daughter,-  but  the  Miracle  can  never 
be  overwcighed. 


A  Boy  was  delivered  from  Drowning  in  the  Maze, 
k  T  Hocy  five  Boys  went  into  a  Boat,  they  lanched  1401. 


into  the  River  and  wantonly  played  together  in 
the  Boat ;  but  their  Sport  had  not  continued  long,  ere 
the  fwellingof  the  Maze  and  Strength  of  the  Winds  in- 
terrupted it,  and  tofled  the  Boat  fo  violently,  that  they 
could  hardly  get  to  the  Shore  .•  But  as  foon  as  they 
were  got  to  Land,  four  of  them  leapt  out  of  the  Boat, 


CHAP.  XI. 
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and  with  their  leaping  made  the  Boat  fly  back  on  the 
Water,  the  fifth,  who  was  about  fourteen  Years  Old, 
remained  in  the  Boat ;  immediately  the  Wind  and 
Waves  tolled  the  Boat  aloft,  and  presently  plunged  it 
into  the  Deep,  and  turned  it  upfide  down  fo  violently 
that  the  unfortunateBoy  was  thrown  out  amongft  the 
Waves  ;  the  four  that  had  leaped  Aftiore,  by  their 
Cries  drew  the  People  to  the  Water-fide,  and  amongft 
the  reft  the  Boys  Mother :  What  could  flie  do  >  Ihe 
faid,  O  B.  Virgin  who  art  honoured  at  Halle,  I  pro* 
mife  that  I  will  come  thither  with  my  Son  to  ferve 
you,  if  it  will  pleafe  you  to  deliver  him  from  his  ap- 
proaching Death.  The  Vow  was  hardly  uttered,  ere 
he  was  driven  towards  the  Bridg  by  the  mighty  Force 
of  the  Waters,  he  pafled  the  Arches  of  the  Bridg  unin- 
terrupted, and  floated  along  amongft  the  Waves  about 
thefpace  of  half  a  Mile,  to  a  place  where  the  over- 
flowing River  foftly  laid  him  down. 

O  wonderful  Goodnefs  !  the  Boy  wreftled  with  the 
Waves,  and  was  as  it  were  carried  in  the  foft  Arms  of 
the  blefled  Virgin. 

CHAP.  XII. 

A  Child  which  was  Strangled  was  rejlored  to  Life. 

IN  the  City  of  Bins,  there  was  a.  poor  Chair- Woman, 
by  name  Catharine ;  flie  had  a  fmall  Child  whofe 
Name  was  Chrifiopher  ;  being  gone  abroad  to  work  on 
Eafter-eve,  one  of  her  Neighbours  knocked  at  her 
Door,  and  finding  it  flightly  fiiut  entred  the  Houfe, 
poor  People  who  have  nothing  to  lofe  have  no  Caufc 
of  Fear:  This  Woman  found  the  Child  hanging  out  of 
the  Cradle  and  ftrangled ;  it  is  probable  that  the  Child 

in 


in  the  abfence  of  his  Motfier,  turning  it  felf  to  and  fro, 
rolled  out  of  the  Gradle,  and  remained  hung  in  the 
Swathing-band.    The  Woman  feeing  this,  fell  to  cry- 
ing and  calling,  which  brought  fevcral  people  thither  ,• 
as  alfo  the  Mother  of  the  Infant,  w  ho  being  aftonifh- 
ed  and  frighted  at  the  accident  fwooned  away,  but 
the  by-flanders  brought  her  to  her  felf  again,  and  in- 
Couragcl  her,  ami  advifed  her,  to  offer  up  I  er  Child  to 
our  Lady  of  Halle,  which  (be  did  with  a  good  courage, 
and  diftinft  words :  And  behold  the  Child  which  was 
ftif£  and  had  been  above  three  hours  dead,  immedi- 
ately revived,  and  eat  and  drank  that  which  was  given 
.  to  in   The  Mother  afterwards  offered  it  up  to  the  blcf- 
fed  Virgin  of  Halle,  according  to  her  promife ;  being 
accompanied  with  the  noble  Lady  of  Scarfinnc,  and 
other  creditable  Perfons  at  Halle.    And  fhould  not  the 
B.  Virgin  caufe  fuch  a  grieved  Mother,  and  her  Infant, 
to  rcjoyce,  who  as  on  the  day  following*  had  received 
an  unfpeakable  Confolation,  by*the  Refurredtion  of 
her  Son. 

CHAR  XIII. 

A  Girl  that  ms  drowned  in  a  Well%  'was  reftored to  life. 

IT  is  a  Proverb,  The  deeper  the  Well,  the  clearer  the  l 
*  Water ;  to  which  I  add  the  more  excellent  Mira- 
cle. This  was  pbvious  in  the  Caftle  of  Ligny,  and 
evinced  in  the  Perfon  of  Johanna  Mallart^  who  went 
to  draw  Water  for  the  ufeof  the  Family,  out  of  a  Well 
about  40  foot  deep,  and  the  top  was  laid  round  wifh 
Bricks,  having  before  it  a  great  Stone,  againit  which 
people  leaned.  As  the  Girl  was  drawing  up  a  Bucket, 
this  ftone,  and  Ihc  with  it,  fell  into  the  Well,  and  was 

P  drowned ; 
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drowned ;  in  this  fall  there  was  another  Evil,  for  in  thfr 
Well  there  jetted  out  a  piece  of  a  Rock,  upon  which 
fhe  fell  with  fuch  a  force,  ,  that  not  onl'y  wounded  her 
Head,  and  her  Arm,  but  which  was  worft,  flie  fo 
hurt  her  Leg,  that  it  was  fwelled  as  big  as  her  Body  : 
She  remained  half  an  hour  in  the  Water  before  llie  was 
drawn  out ;  {he  was  dead,  her  countenance  being  very 
black  and  filthy.  She  was  in  this  condition  3  hours  ; 
her  Mother  was  a  forrowful  Spe&otor  all  the  time  : 
But  a  Ray  of  Confolation  difplayed  it  felf,  for  as  foon 
as  fhe  (by  the  advice  of  the  by-ftanders)  had  offer 'd  up 
her  Prayers,  and  her  Daughter,  to  our  Lady  of  Halle, 
Joanna  reviv'd,  regain'd  her  former  Colour,  and  her  - 
Wounds  were  healed.  Her  Mother  and  flie*  came  to  ' 
Halle  to  return  thanks  to  the  B.  Virgin. 

Here  alfo  I  fliould  add  a  Relation  of  a  little  Boy, 
which '9  years  before  was  drowned  in  a  Well  at  Oblruf- 
fel,  and  through  the  companion  of  the  Mother  of  Mer- 
cy revived.  May  ngt  the  B.  Virgin  then  fay  in  the 
words  of  the  Wife  man,  Prov.  8.  He  that  findeth  me 
findeth  life,  and  Wells  of  Salvation  from  the  Lord. 

•      CHAP.  XTV. 

f  „  r  .     A  Child  after  it  had  he  en  three  days  Dead  and  Buried. 
In  verie in  a '    j     7.r  ^  *  - 

the  Original.      was  rejtored  to  life. 

AT  Seneffe,  a  Village  of  Brah&nt,  not  far  from 
Halle,  (as  is  aflerted  by  unqueftionable  teftimo- 
ny)  there  was  a  Child  ftill-born  ;  it  continued  in  that 
ftate  three  days,  and  was  alfo*  buried.  The  forrowful 
Mother  had  fpent  a  whole  day  in  Tears,  and  in  the 
evening  ftie  thought  flie  faw  a  Woman  of  an  honou- 
rable Miene,  and  cheerful  Countenance ;  who  told 
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her,  If  flic  would  make  a  vow  to  our  Ljdy  of  Si$8* 
her  Child  fliould  live  :  The  Mother  promise!  that  (he 
would  go  to  Halle  to  ferve  the  Blcfled  Virgin,  and 
being  comforted  by  this  Woman,  would  have  the  Child 
taken  out  of  the  Grave,  which  was  done,  and  the 
Child  laid  Dead,  and  ftifF  in  its  Mothers  Lap :  Pre- 
fently  the  pale  Colour  began  to  vanifh  from  its  Cheeks, 
and  the  Child  revived,  and  was  baptized  ;  and  at 
Noon  it  dy'd  again,  and  its  Soul  went  to  the  Cccleftial 
Court,  to  render  Honour  and  Praife  to  the  Blefled 
Virgin. 

CHAP.  XV. 

.  *  *  ^  • 

Two  Dead  Children  reft  or  ed  to  Life.  • 

ANother  Child  at  Cantimpre,   unhappily  loft  and  1417.  March 
killed  itsfelf;  his  Fathers  Name  was  John  Bulans,  7* 
who  with  its  Mother,  the  Family  and  Neighbours 
fpent  two  days  and  anight,  in  a  vain  iearch  after  the 
Child the  Father  very  zcaloufly  vowed  to  go  on 
Pilgrimage  to  our  Blefled  Lady  oiHalle,  and  renewing 
their  fearch,  they  found  him  filfcthered  in  a  Muddy 
Pool ;  and  trufting  upon  the  mercy  of  the  Bleiled 
Virgin,  they  laid  him  upon  her  Altar ;  the  Corps  feel- 
ing the  power  of  that  adjacent  Mother,  which  bore 
Unto  us  eternal  life,  revived,  fpoke  and  w  alked,  in 
the  prefence  of  Nicholas  Lord  Bifhop  of  Cant'i  mpre,  and 
a  great  multitude  of  people.   The  Father  coming  to 
Hafley  might  joyfully  fay,  My  Son  was  loft  and  is 
found;  was  Dead,  and  is  rifen  again. 

But  that  which  I  am  about  to  add,  is  more  flu pen- 
dious.    At  St.  Hilarics,  a  fmail  Village  n^xCamerick^  r4if« 
lived  one  Stephen  Mtrel,  and  his  Wife  Fermine,  who 
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Was  delivered  of  a  Dead  Child,  which  the  Midwife, 
and  all  the  reft  of  the  Women  prefent  at  her  delivery 
attefted  :  They  had  now  no  more  to  do  but  to  Bury 
the  unbaptized"  Child  in  unhallowed  Earth :  which  they 
performed.  In  this  condition  it  remained  fifteen  days, 
and  was  forgotten  by  all  but  the  Mother,  in  whofe 
thoughts  it  was  deeply  impreflec'.  It  troubled  hermoft 
that  her  Cuild  was  not  only  bereft  of  this  Ihort,  but 
an  Eternal  Life. 

This  raifed  lueh  a  commotion  in  the  mind  of  the 
Religious  Mother,  (Religious  I  fay,  becaufe  flie  came 
every  }  ear  tofervcour  BlefledLady  of  Halle)  that  (he 
made  a  Vow,  and  daily  renewed  it,  her  Faith  encoun- 
tring  the  ordinary  courfe  of  Nature.  Things  conti- 
nued in  this  pofture  until  the  fifteenth  day  from  her 
unhappy  Delivery, 'when  fhe'was  aflurd  by  aVifion, 
that  her  Child  was  alive  ;  fiie  forced  her  Husband  and 
feme  Women  to  go  to  the  Grave,  to  examine  the  truth 
of  it:  They  digg'd  up  the  Earth  3  foot  deep,  forfo 
deep  the  Child  lay, .  and  behold  !  (Oh  ftupendious  Mi- 
racle! )  they  found  the  fame  Child  living,  and  as  frefli 
as  a  Blooming  Rofe. 

They  acquainted  #le  Parilh  Prieft  with  this  Miracle, 
who  found  their  Report  to  be  true,  for  he  faw  in  the 
Child  clear  evidences  ol  life;  but  becaufe  the  Child 
was  Dedicated  to  our  Lady,  he  advifed  them  to  carry 
it  to  Vertigneuil^  a  neighbouring  Village,  where  our 
Lady  was  very  much  honoured.  The  Midwife  and 
the  Women,  with  other  people,  went  thence  on  the 
Evening;  the  Village  was  fcituate  two  miles diftant ; 
the  Prudent  Mother  gave  them  a  piece  of  a  hallowed 
Candle,  to  put  into  a  Lanthorn  to  light  themfelves 
along.  And  behold  another  Wonder!  "That  fmall 
piece  of  Candle,  not  two  Inches  long,  burned  from 
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fix  ot  the  Clock  in  the  Evening,  until  the  next  Jay, 
without  the  leaft  diminution.    In  their  Journey  ,a  third 
Wonder  appear d,tefore  them  it  was  light  as  the  Day, 
but  behind  them  a  very  dark  Night.    They  fet  out 
folate,  and.walked  fo  flowly,  for  iearof  injuring  tjjp 
Child,  that*  it  was  late  in  the  Night  ere  they  arrived 
at  Verti^neuiL    'Tis  to  be  fuppofed  that  they  lodged 
there,  burning  in  the  interim  the  hallowed  Candle  by 
the  Child.    The  next  morning,  as  foon  as  it  was  per- 
fed  day  light,  they  went  to  the  Priefts  Lodging,  but 
not  finding  him  there,  they  heard  that  he  was  gone  to 
theCaftleof  VfMai#i  upon  fome  affair.    The  Father 
and  the  Church-Wardens  Wife  went  prefently  thither, 
when  they  came  there  it  was  Noon,  and  they  found 
all  the  Gates  fhut  ;  they  knock'd,  but  in  vain,  for  no 
body  opened  them.    Behold  now  a  fourth  Wonder  ! 
•The  Portal  of  the  firft  Gate  opened  its  felf,  alio  the 
Portals  of  the  fecond  and  third  Gate,  opened  of  their 
owTn  accord;  and  they  came  into  the  Chamber  where 
the  Governour,  the  Prieft,  and  others  were,  without 
the  knowledge  of  any  in  the  Caftle.    Henry  Damman, 
who  was  Governour  of  the  Caftle,  began  to  demand 
whether  they  were  Friends  or  Enemies,  and  run  at  the 
Porter  with  his  Sword,  to  Revenge  the  Treachery  he 
thought  him  guilty  of;  but  having  with  aftonifhment 
heard  therealbn  of  their  coming,  and  the  opening  of 
the  Portals,  he  and  the  gueftsr,  about  twenty  in  num- 
ber, would  accompany  the  Prieft  to  the  Baptizing  of 
fuch  a  Child.   When  they  came  where  the  Infant  was, 
they  faw  in  it  remarkable  Tokens  of  life,  it  bled  at  the 
Nofe,  opened  its  Mouth  and  Eyes,  it  fighed,  and  wept 
great  tears.    This  firmly  aflured  the  Prieft,  and  all  the 
Spe&ators,  that  it  was  alive  ';  the  Prieft  Baptized  it  in 
the  Prefenceof  almoft  Seventy  Perfons. 
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And  prefently  after  (is  not  this  the  fifth  Miracle)they 
faw  it  evidently  waft  and  decay  like  Snow ;  it  died  there, 
and  was  Buried  in  San&ify'd  Earth.  The  fame  hour 
the  Mother  Firmine  felt  her  Bread  to  dry,  which  before 
was  full  of  Milk.  This  Miracle  was  feen,  and  attefted 
b$  two  whole  Villages :  Oh  wonderful  tiling !  What 
can  Impudence  \  Yea  Calumny  its  felf, fay  againft  thefe 
Miracles  >  Blefled  be  thou,  O  Blefled  Virgin,  which 
bore  in  thy  Womb  everlafting  life,  and  through  thy 
Mercy  and  Interceilion  gave  life,  both  of  Soul  and  Bo- 
dy to  the  Dead,  and  made  him  partaker  of  eternal  life. 
Keep  in  us  the  life  of  Grace,  that  we  may  enjoy  a  hap- 
py Death,  a  joyful  Refurre&ion,  and  everlafting  Glo- 
ry ;  and  live  in  it  with  thee,  and  thy  Son  for  ever. 

CHAP.  XVI. 

An  innocent  Man  wonderfully  delivered  from  the  Gallows. 

TF  the  Mother  of  God  be  ready  to  help  the  impious, 
*  how  can  flie  then  negle£t  the  innocent  feeking  her 
aid,  it  is  far  from  her  mercy  and  goodnefs  fo  to  do. 
This  was  exemplified  in  the  perfon  of  John  Samperioy  ; 
who,  coming  from  Afpernay  in  Champagine,  to  Halle, 
to  offer  his  Devotions  to  the  Blefled  Virgin,  on  the  way 
he  got  two  Treacherons  companions,  Nicholat  Barren, 
and  Peter  Le  Norman,  who  underflanding  the  caufe  of 
his  Journey,  told  him  that  they  alfo  were  going  to 
Halle,  but  not  for  the  fake  of  Devotion,  but  profit,  for 
they  were  Merchants. 

Thefe  two  were  purfued,  and  taken  at  Avennes  for 
Thieves,  and  Legally  convicted  of  Robbery  :  They 
were  put  upon  the  Rack/ whereupon  they  confefled 
that  they  had  ftole,  and  Sold  four  Silver  Cups,  and 
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withal  accufed  Sampenoy  of  being  Guilty  with  them 
of  the  Theft  ;  and  receiving  a  third  part  thereof  j  alio 
they  faid  that  they  had  Murthered  a  Man  on  the  way, 
and  Sampenoy  had  affifted  them,  hereupon  they  were 
led  to  Execution,but  Nicholas  upon  the  Gallows  cleared 
Sampenoy,  and  recalled  his  falfe  acedfation  ;  but  Peter 
Le  Norman  perfifted  in  his  acccufation,  affirming  that 
John  was  alike  guilty  with  him,  and  that  he  would  con- 
firm this  with  his  Death.  The  Judge  proceeded,  and 
hanged  Sampenoy  with  the  other  two,  notwithftanding 
hisconftantaflertion  of  his  Innocence  ;  the  Judge  ex- 
horted the  people  to  hear  a  Ma fs  for  his  Soul, .to 
which  Sampenoy  replied,  "  No  my  Lord,  I  had  rather 
"  they  would  recite  a  Pater  Nofter  and  -an  Ave  Mary, 
•  in  honour  of  the  Blefled  Virgin  of  Halle,  to  whom  I 
"  was  going,  andbecaufe  my  innocence  cannot  help 
Ci  me  here,  I  appeal  to  her,  and  defire  that  flie  would 
"  pleafe  to  defend  me.  He  was  then  turned  off  the 
Ladder,  but  (till  continued  alive,  the  Executioner  in  a 
paffion  leapt  upon  his  flioulders,  that  he  might  ftrangle 
him  with  his  weight :  but  for  all  this  he  remained  alive, 
feeing  clearly,  (asheafterfelated)a  Beautiful  Woman, 
of  a  Majeftick  afpe£t,  who  embraced  him,  and  took 
him  into  her  protection.  More  than  an  hour  had  been 
fpent  on  this  manner,  to  the  amazement  of  all  the  fpc- 
dfotors,  when  John  de  Selles%  a  Gentleman,  came  riding 
with  full  fpeed  to  thither,  and  faid  to  the  Judge,  "  My 
"  Lord,  I  defire  that  you  would  pleafe  to  give  me  this 
"innocent  man,  or  rather  give  him  to  our  Lady,  in 
"  whofe  name,  and  was  by  whofe  command  I  came 
"  hither.  Sampenoy  was  immediately  cut  down,  and  re- 
leafed,  and  began  to  thank  the  Gentleman ;  but  he 
told  him,  that  it  was  the  Mother  of  God  which  had 
wrought  his  deliverance,  whom  he  was  obliged  to  go 
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Haltetofcxvt.  It  is  Proverb,  That  a  man  had  better  be 
given  over  by  ten  Phyfitians,  than  be  condemned  by 
one  Judge ;  but  they  that  hide  themfelves  under  the 
wings  of  the  B.  Virgin,  need  not  fear  the  one,  nor  the 
other :  For  Sicknefs  and  Death  are  in  her  power,  to 
inflid  or  reftrain  them. 

CHAP.  XVIL 

A  Per/on  delivered  from  his  Imprifonmsnt  in  France. 

TH  E  Holy  Angel  delivered  Peter  out  of  Prifon, 
but  the  Queen  of  Angels,  delivered  thePerfon 
whereof  I  am  about  to  Write  :  William  Moftier  travell'd . 
from  Picardy,  his  own  Country,  towards  the  Province 
of  Poiftiers  (there  was  then  a  iharp  War  between  Charles 
the  jth.  King  of  France  zhd  the  Englifi)  he  unfortunate- 
ly fell  into  the  latter,  and  was  led  Captive  to  the  City 
of  St.  Michael,  where  he  was  imprifoned  in  a  deep 
Dungeon,  and  had  two  Irons  put  upon  his  Legs !  He 
remained  there  ten  Months,  becaufe  he  could  not  raife 
a  ranfom  of  Eighty  Golden  Crowns.  Being  in  this  con- 
dition the  Blefled  Virgin  of  Halle  came  into  his  mind, 
whofe  name  and  worfhip  was  then  famous  in  Picardyy 
he  prayed  heartily  that  by  her  afliftance  he  might  be 
delivered  from  this  filth  and  darknefs.  Hereupon  he 
fell  into  a  fweet  deep,  and  waking  in  the  Morning 
(  oh  wonderful  thing  !  )  he  found  himfe  If  not  only; 
out  of  the  Prifon,  and  free  from*  his  bonds,  but  three 
Miles  diftant  from  St.  Michael,  Whileft-  he  being  aftc- 
niflied,  flood- contemplating  of  his  deliverance,  there 
was  fome  Englijh  Troopers  came  thither,  and  amongft 
them  Captain  Tvmhid,  who  immediately  knowing  him, 
faid  unto  him,  Are  not  you  our  Prifoner?  how  came  you 
*£u\V  hither  > 
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what  power,  or  Sulnltv,  did  you  get  out  of  Pnfoti. 
To  which  he  anfwered,  Sir  ITe  teM  you  thcTrurli ;  tc  I 
"  was  not  delivered  by  humane  power  or  Craft,  but  my 
"  deliverance  was  performed  by  a  higher  hand,  by  the 
"B.  Virgin,  whom  1  invoked;  Hie  brought  mc  hither 
"unknown  to  my  lei t,  when  I  wasafleep;  I  befeech 
"  you  that  you  would,  and  I  truft  that  you  will  further 
u  fogood  a  Work.  TheCaptain  and  his  Companions, 
being  moved  by  this  Relation,  and  aflured  of  the  truth 
thereof,  gave  him  a  Pafsport,  wherein  they  teftified 
this  Miracle  ;  which  Pafs  Willier  Moflier  brought  to 
Halle,  and  with  Thankfgiving  offered  it  up  to  our  La- 
dy, well-knowing  that  he  Was  delivered  out  of  the 
Prifon,  and  from  the  Iron  Bands,  but  was  bound  in 
other  obligations  to  the  Blefled  Virgin. 

CHAP.  XVIII. 

A  Woma%  wonderfully  preferved  from  Death,  under  a 
Wheel  of  a  Mill. 

AN  D  had  not  Catharine,  the  Wife  of  John  Mafart, 
great  veafon  to  thank  the  B.  Virgin  ?  John  Majfart 
was  both  a  Carpenter  and  Miller,  and  lived  near  the 
Abby  of  Lobes,  in  Henegow.  He  went  to  work  abroad, 
and  left  the  charge  of  the  Mill  to  his  Wife ;  ftie  per- 
ceiving the  Mill  to  go  flowly  for  want  of  Water, 
drew  up  the  Sluce,  and  let  in  a  rapid  Stream,  to  turn 
the  Wheehnore  fwiftly.  The  Plank  whereon  flie  flood 
broke  from  under  her,  and  fhe  was  prefently  driven 
under  the  Wheel,  by  the  force  of  the  Water;  where 
lhe  remained.  We  muft  not  omit  to  remark  that  flie 
was  big  with  Child,  and  her  time  almoft  coniummated. 
In  her  fall,  flie  lifted  up  her  heart  to  theB,  Virgin  of 
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Halle;  and  found  that  a  fecret  friend  is  a  ftrong  bridge ; 
for  the  Mother  of  God  preferved  her  half  an  hour,  not 
only  from  drowning  by  the  Water,  but  alfo  from  the 
cmfhing  of  the  Wheel.  By  this  time  her  Husband 
came,  who  by  his  complaints  fummoned  to  his  aid, 
and  for  Witncfles,  the  Neighbours,  the  Chief  Magi- 
firate  of  the  place,  and  fome  Religious  of  the  Abby  of 
Loles.  They  drew  her  out  of  the  Water,  not  expect- 
ing to  find  her  alive,  but  flie  came  out  alive  and  very 
well,  thanking-  a  thoufand  times  the  B  Virgin,  who 
had  fo  preferved  her,  that  a  few  days  after  fhe  was  De- 
livered of  a  Beautiful  Child,  to  the  aftonilhment  of  all 
that  heard  of  it ;  that  under  fo  heavy  a  weight,  the 
Child  was  neither  bruifed  nor  wounded. 

C  H  A  P.  XIX. 

A  Taylor  having  [wallowed  his  Needle,  was  delivered 
from  the  danger  attending  it  ly  the  Blejfed  Virgin. 

BArtholomew  Broeck,  a  Taylor  of  the  City  of  Denre- 
monJe,  being bufied  about  his  work.  put.hisNee- 
dle  and  Thred  into  his  Mouth,  that  he.  might  have  his 
hands  free  ;  being  intent  on  his  work,  and  forgetting 
his  Needle,  he  unhappily  fwallowed  a#d  the 

Thred.  Afterwards  he  complained  to  [lis  Wife,  who 
confulted  the  Phyficians  and  followed  their  riJvice,but 
in  vain :  After  it  had  remained  in  his  Bo,  •  r  days, 
he  went  to  Mechlen  to  his  Brother,  wh^  Phyfi- 
cian  -7  but  he  could  not  force  it  out  of  ^  *  by  any 
Drinks  or  Purge.    It  happened  that  o  day  his 

Brother  made  a  fma!!  Fcaft,  to  intern  rowful 
Guefts,  which  beiyg  done,  the  Bell  Ri  j  -  at  fer- 
vice  which  ;s  called  the \  Praife  of  the  B.  us  Bro- 
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ther  went  unto  the  Church,  but  Bartholomew  flayed  be- 
hind: As  he  was  mufing,  our  Lady  of  Halle  came 
into  his  thoughts,  he  prefently  fent  a  fervent  Vow  un- 
t<&  her,  and  immediately  he  felt  fomething  between  Ins 
Teeth,  and  pulled  out  the  Needle  and  Thrcd.  He  joy- 
fully Jhewed  his  Brother  this  greafrMiracle,  and  thank- 
fully vifited  the  B.  Virgin  of  Halle;  and  he  had  great 
reafonfo  to  do,  for  his  life  had  hung  many  davs  upon 
a  Needle  and  Thred. 

CHAP.  XX. 

A  Nobleman  preferved  from  Death,  upon  the  Sea. 

TH  E  Ship  that  carried  Cafar  and  his  Fortunes, 
was  not  fo  profperous  as  that  wherein  a  Burgh- 
er and  Nobleman  of  Monick,    in*  Bavaria,    was  re- 
turning  from  the  Holy  Land.     Being   upon  the 
Mediterranean  Sea,  he  fell  fick  of  a  dangerous  difeafe, 
which  in  the  judgment  of  the  Seamen  was  incurable  : 
They  had  refolved  to  throw  him  overboard  for  food 
for  the  Fifties.    Another  Nobleman  percfeived  their  de- 
fign  and  was  very  forry  for  it;  he  went  to  the  Tick 
Perfon,  and  found  him  not  only  fpeechlefs  but  almoft 
fenflefs;  he  comforted  him  as  much  as  he  could,  and 
told  him  that  in  the  City  of  Halle  the  B.  Virgin  was 
worfhipped,  that  fhe  had  done  many  good  Offices  for 
men,  and  was  a  publiclt  refuge,  and  common  ^defence 
to  the  afflicSted,  advifmg  him  to  truft  in  her  ;  and  if 
he  could  not  with  his .  mouth,  he  fliould  at  leaft  in 
his  heart  make  a  vow  unto  her  J  and  told  him  that 
he  fhculd  immediately  regain  his  health.   The  Noble- 
man underftanding  him,  fighed  from  the  bottom  of 
his  heart,  and  prayed  unto  her,  and  at  the  fame  time 
he  law  a  company  of  evil  Spirits  hovering  over  the  Ship ; 
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alfo  he  faw  befides  a  Woman  of  an  honourable  Miene, 
and  a  beautiful  Countenance,  (landing  before  htm,  ha- 
ving in  one  Arm  a  little  Child,  and  in  the  other  hand 
a  burning  Candle  ;  which  fhe  had  hardly  /hewed  be- 
fore the  Spirits  betook  thcmfelves  to  flight.    He  felt 
the  influence  of  her  prefence,  for  his  fpeech  returned, 
hisdiftemper  abated,  and  his  ftrength  was  augmented 
to  his  great  comfort,  and  the  aftonifhment  of  the  Sea- 
men ;  in  fhort,  he  was  reftored  to  his  Health,  and  re- 
turned to  his  own  Country.    Then  it  was  his  firft 
and  principal  care  to  perform  his  obligations  to  the 
B. Virgin;  to  that  end  he  and  his  Servant  went  to 
Netherlands  with Teftimonies  of  an  extraordinary  de- 
votion, for  he  came  and  returned  barefoot  that  long 
way,  which  is  almoft  as  broad  as  all  Germany, 

CHAP.  xxr. 

A  Carman  falling  into  the  Water  with  his  Cart  was  deli- 
vered  from  Death. 

J44  »«  A  Lthough  Salt  is  an  Emblem  of  Wifdom,  yet  here 
±\  comes  a  Carman  with  a  whole  Cart-load  there- 
of ;  who  was  not  wife  enough  to  forefee  his  misfortune, 
much  lefs  to  prevent  it :  But  I  believe  this  danger  befel 
him,  that  the  Name  and  Praife  of  the  B.  Virgin  might 
be  the  more  fpread  in  Long-Champ  in  Walfch  Brabant. 

This  Carman  being  drii&inghis  Cart  over  a  Bridge 
in  Long-Champ,  it  fell  in,  he  feeing  the  fall  approach, 
endeavour'd  to  fapport  the  Cart,  but  the  weight  there- 
of forced  him  along  with  it,  and  Horfe,  and  Cart,  and 
he  under  it,  fell  into  the  River  ;  God  ordered  it  fo  that 
there  was  a  Girl  near  to  the  place,  who  feeing  the  acci- 
dent, called  for  help;  but  it  was  a  long  time  e're.lhe 

could 
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could  get  People  cuough  togetlicr.  The  Magifirate 
himfclf,  and  fcvcral  befide,  run  to  the  place,  and  got 
out  the  Horfeand  Cart,  and  found  unexpectedly  the 
Carman,  who  had  laid  under  it ;  they  all  thought  that 
he  was  as  well  ftifled  by  the  weight  of  the  Cart,  as 
drowned  by  the  Water.  They  carried  him  to  the  Ma- 
giftrates  Houfe,  where  they  ftript  him,  but  he  was  fo 
largone  that  he  did  not  ieel  them  5  no  fymptomsof  life 
appear'd  in  htm.  One  or  two  of  the  Spectators,  out 
ot  a  Chriftian  Companion,  recommended  this  poor 
man  to  our  Lady,  making  fome  Vows  at  the  fame  time. 

This  Devotion,  although  it  came  from  perfons  un- 
concerned, was  acceptable  to  the  Holy  Mother  of  God, 
and  found  a  return  of  Mercy  ;  for  the  Carman  came 
to  himfelf,  and  a  little  while  after  unloaded  his  Cart. 
Healfowent  to  Halle  to  thank  our  Lady  for  this  be- 
nefit. This  Carmans  mean  Cart,  by  this  Miracle  was 
rendred  more  Illuftrious  than  the  Triumphant  Chari- 
ots of  Rome. 

CHAP.  XXII. 

A  Per  fin  preserved  from  Jeveral  dangers,  in  and  after 

Battel 

WHat  will  you  fee  in  xhzShunamite,  but  Hymns 
of  Armies  (faid  the  Bridegroom)  that  is 
Thankfgivings  to  the  B.  Virgin  for  Vi&ories,  and  deli- 
verance from  Dangers,  in  the  mid  ft  of  Enemies.  A 
Wonderful  Hiftory  which  was  a&ed  in  Picardy,  will 
confirm  this.  The  Earl  of  St.  Paul  (famous  of  that 
time  for  his  Valour  and  Noble  Defcent)  was  to  go  from 
Chaftelet  to  Campaign,  to  the  Daulphin  of  France :  There 
being  then  War  between  the  French  and  the  Englijb ; 
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on  a  Saturday  in  the  morning,  he  fent  his  Cook,  Stew- 
ard and  Quarter-Mafter,  to  provide  Lodging,  and  to 
prepare  for  his  Reception.  Thefe  three  difcovereda 
Party  of  the  Enemy,  fixty  or  feventy  in  number,  that 
were  dealing  the  Cattel:  They  returned  fpeedily,  and 
advertis'd  the  Earl  of  the  danger ;  he  being  a  ftout  man, 
caufed  his  men  immediately  to  Arm  themfelves,  and 
mount  their  Horfes ;  he  being  the  moft  forward,  rid 
out  before,  with  John  de  Gertru,  a  trufty  Servant,  in 
fuch  hafte,  that  John  was  not  well  Armed;  the  reft 
followed  them,  by  one  or  two  at  a  time  ;  their  whole 
number  being  about  Eighty.  They  purfued  the  Ene- 
my, but  they  found  them  together  with  thofe  which 
came  out  of  their  Ambufcade,  to  be  1500  ftrong. 
John  firft  perceived  their  number,  and  defired  his 
Matter  (who  burned  to  fight  them)  to  return,  whilft 
he  would  detain  them  with  Skirmifhing  :  The  Earl 
would  not  confent  to  that,  but  fell  upon  them,  and 
they  upon  him ;  John  was  fhot  in  his  Arm  by  two 
Crofs-Bow  Arrows ;  and  looking  about  him,  once 
more  to  admonilh  his  Lord,  a  third  Arrow  hit  him  on 
the  Head,  upon  which  he  fell  from  his  Horfe.  The 
Earl  feeing  that  the  Enemy  was  too  unequal,  and 
knowing  that  delay  would  but  inflame  the  Enemy, 
put  fpur  to  his  Horfe,  and  endeavourd  to  reach  the 
next  Town. 

The  Earl  here  was  troubled  at  nothing  fo  much  as 
the  lofsof  fuch  a  trufty  Servant,  thinking  that  he  cer- 
tainly dy'd  of  thofe  three  wounds ;  but  the  goodnefsof 
God,  and  the  mercy  of  the  B.  Virgin  preferved  him, 
contrary  to  all  expectation,  yea  even  beyond  belief; 
for  whilft  he  lay  among  the  men  and  horfes,  he  had 
continually  in  his  mouth  the  B.  Virgin  of  Halle,  pray- 
ing that  flie  who  affifted  fo  many,  would  not  forfake 
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him  in  this  appareut  danger;  he  crept  upon  his  hand:-, 
and  feet  unto  the  next  way,  where  he  lay  very  feeble 
Here  again  arofc  a  new  difficulty,  for  three  of  the  Enc" 
mies  party  came  to  plunder  the  Dead,  and  finding  this 
mifcrablc  Man,  they  took  his  Money,  Rings  and 
Cloathes,  and  cleaved  his  Head  with  a  Sword.  Being 
thus  wounded,  he  {till  retained  his  life  and  hope,  agairt 
befeeching  the  B.  Virgin,  as  a  I  fo  St.  Barbara,  that  they 
would  be  fo  gracious  as  to  afford  him  an  opportunity 
of  ConfeiTion:  This  Prayer  fo  moved  the  Souldicrs 
themfelves,  that  they  ferved  him  in  this  requefl: ,  lor 
they  feeing  by  chance  a  Prieft,  called  him  to  the 
wounded  per fon,  that  he  fhould  prepare  him  for  death,, 
for  they  intended  to  kill  him.  As  it  alfo  happened  af- 
terwards, one  of  them  endeavouring,  to  cut  his  Throat,' 
but  the  B.  Virgin  fo  averted  the  Blade,  that  only  the 
Coller  of  his  Shirt  was  cut.  The  Prieft  did  his  beft 
endeavour  to  beg  his  life  of  them,  whereupon  the 
Souldiers  retired,  and  the  Prieft  got  him  to  an  adjacent 
Barn,  dreffing  his  wounds,  as  much  as  the  time  would 
permit.  There  came  alfo  another  Party  of  the  Enemy, 
but  there  was  amongftthem  fome  Honourable  Souldi- 
ers and  Commanders,  but  they  did  not  meddle  with 
them.  At  the  approach  of  thefe  the  Prieft  had  run 
away.  After  they  were  gone  the  three  Villains  came 
again,  and  feeing  him  alive,  ftruck  Jiim  a  very  hard 
blow,  by  which  they  thought  they  had  killed  him,  as 
indeed  they  had,  without  the  afliftance  of  the  Mother 
of  God.  •  Going  on  their  way,  they  drew  the  «body 
ki  a  great  rage  to  the  River  :  The  B.  Virgin  comforted 
him,  and  advifed  him  to  feigft  himfelf  dead  ;  here  they 
threw  him  into  the  Water,  and  becaufe  they  would  be 
fureto  kill  him  they  pricked  him  with  a  Lance.  The 
B.  Virgin  alfo  averted  this  pufb,  and  carried  her  Ser- 
vant 


ant  unto  a  fmall  dirty  liland,  that  jets  its  Head  a 
little  above  Water,   where  he  lay  three  hours  ;  the 
coldnefs  of  the  water,  and  his  lofs  of  blood  by  nine 
mortal  Wounds  rendred  him  quite  ftifE   The  Pried 
which  had  heard  his  Confeflion,  like  a  good  Samari- 
tan, out  of  companion,  went  to  feek  him,  and  follow- 
ing the  track  of  his*  blood,  came  to  the  water,  where, 
to  his  great  grief,  he  could  not  find  him.    I  defire  that 
the  Courteous  Reader  would  not  be  offended  with  the 
length  of  this  Relation,  but  that  he  would  pleafc  to 
fearch  after,  and  exalt  the  powerful  arm  of  the  B.  Vir- 
gin Mary,  with  Patience  and  Aftonifliment.  The 
Pried  danding  here  comfortlefs,  cad  his  eyes  towards 
the  little  Ifland,  where  he  fa w  fomething,  but  he  could 
not  difcern  whether  [t  was  a  man  or  fome  evil  Spirits ; 
arming  himfelf  with  the  fign  of  the  Holy  Crofs  he 
called  alotid,  I  conjure  you  in  Gods  Name-,  if  you  are  a 
Chrifitan,  to  [peak  or  make  fome  fign  :  Hereupon  John 
lifted  up  his  arm  and  fatisfied  the  Pried,  who  went  up 
to  the  Neck  in  water,  and  brought  him  to  a  dry  place, 
and  immediately  run  to  the  next  Town  to  procure  a 
Wagon,  and  fome  men,  to  carry  him  thither,  where 
he  was  cured,  and  came  in  perfon  to  the  B.  Virgin  of 
Halle,  with  his  mouth  full  of  Thankfgiving,  and  yet 
the  thanks  was  beneath  the  benefit  which  he  received; 
for  he  was  four  times  preferved  from  death,  and  con- 
fequentiy  gained  four  lives. 


CHAP. 
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CH^P.  XXIIf. 
/f  Gentleman  was  delivered  out  of  Piifon. 

PHilip  of  Cleve,  a  young  Gendcmnn,  naturallly, 
though  illegally  defccnded  from  that  Jiluitnous 
Houfe,  lived  at  Dijon  in  Burgundy,  and  u  as  very  much 
addidted  to  War  and  Arms,  but  he  was  not  fo  fortunate 
as  valiant,  for  he  was  taken  by  the  Ffench,  and  impri- 
foncd  at  V&ouleur  in  Lor r  a  i  n y  in  a  Towe^So  Cubits 
high  ;  his  .Ranfom,  being  a  Gentleman,  was  5-00 
Crowns,  which  being  too  great  a  fumm  for  his  Eftate, 
caufedin  him  not  only  a  grief  of  mind,  but  a  bodily 
difeafealfo.  Once  when  his  dinner  was  brought  unto 
him,  he  fell  into  a  fweet  fleep  which  continued  until 
the  next  day  at  Noon,  and  then  he  was  awaked  by.  the 
Keeper  of  the  Prifon,  who  admcnifhed  him  to  cat  the 
portion  of  Meat  whicji  was  allotted  him ;  but  the  de- 
light which  he  had  received  from  a  Vifion  in  his  fleep, 
averted  his  appetite  from  it.  yis  Vifion  was  as  follow- 
eth  :  He  thought  that  he  faw  himfelf  lying  upon  the 
ftepsofour  Ladys  Chappel,  pouring  his  fervent  pray- 
ers out  before  her  Image  ;  which  wercheanl  ;  for  the 
B.  Virgin  gave  him  hope  of  an  approaching  deliverance. 
Being  alone,  he  fell  upon  his  knees,  befeeching  the 
B.  Virgin  that  this  dream  might  proceed  to  a. happy 
event:  Hereupon  he  took  a  bone  from  the  Beef  which 
was  allotted  him,  and  ufed  it  inftead  of  a  File,  and 
touched( therewith  the  Irons  that  were  about  his  Nrck, 
Hands  and  Feet,  and  broke  them.  He  tyed  his  Linnen 
and  Cloathes  together,  with  which  he  let  himfeh 
dowh  from  the  Tower,  but  it  was' not  long  enough; 
he  ventur'd  a  fteep  fail  without  any  damage.    Now  to 
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f/nifli  happily  that  deliverance  which  was  begun,  he 
hid  himfelf  in  the  next  Wood,  and.  made  ufe  of  the 
darknefs  of  the  Night- to  fly* in his  flight  continued 
three  days,  and  at  their  end"  he  came  hungry,  disfigu- 
red, and  naked  as  he  was,  to  thank  the  B.  Virgin  of 
HaMe.  '  .  .  .  ^  .  KVif*m 

'   C  H  A  P.   XXIV.  , 

A  Servant  i$as  delivered from  the  Gallows. 

ALthough  (according  to  the  Heather^)  Bellona  is 
the.Goddefsof  War,  yet  lhe  rauft  lay  her  Arms 
and  Laws  at  the  foot  of  Mary;  and  thofe  which  fheliath 
ordained  to  death,  the  B- Virgin  can  preferve  alive.  As 
it  happened  in  Wesrdt. where  the  Mutiners  were  5.000 
ftrong,  and"had  retired  to  a  pfecc  very  well  fortified. 
Thefe  men,  although  they  had  trodden  under  feet  all 
Princely  Laws,  and  Obligations  of  Obedience,  yet  they 
could  not  efFed:  their  defign,  without  eftablifliing  new, 
and  more  fevere  Laws.  They  forbid  the  hindering,  or 
injuring  of  thofe  which*  brought  and  fold  Provifion 
upon  pain  of  death.  A  Young  man  of  Luxemburg}), 
whofe  Name  was  Jehn,  went  to  the  Market  to  buy 
Herrings ;  zs  foon  as  he  had  received  the  Herrings  he 
intended  to  haw  paid  for  them,  •  but  he  was  driven 
from  his  place  by  the  croud,  before  Jie  could  give  the 
feller  his  Money:  A  Trumpeter  faw  this,  but  knew 
not  that  it  was  innocently  done ;  and  being  allured  by 
the  2  j  Crowns  which  was  promifedto  the  difcoverer 
of  any  breafoer.of  this  Law,  he  delivered,  and  uccufed 
him  to  the  Officers ;  who  in  a  Councel  of  War  unani- 
moufly  condemned  him:  Guifty  or  not  guilty,  Jic 
mull  now  be  hanged.  Seeing  that  there  was  no  Juftice 
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on" Earth',  he  fent  his  Prayers  to  Heiven  for  Mercy,  and 
fa  id,  0  Mi&bty  Queen  rf  Heaven;  which  art  w  or  (hipped 
at  Halle,  as  thou  haft  feveral  times  defended -the  Inm* 
cent,  fo  -defend  my  Innocence  \  and  immediately  he  re- 
ceived aftrong  confidence  in  her  Mercy.    He  w  as  led  f 
by  the  Executioner  to  the  Gallows,   tyed  up,  and 
tiK-ned  off  the  Ladder.    He  was  aJfo  hanged  with  a 
double  Rope ;  one  Cord  broke,  and  the  other  was 
likely  to  break.    Although  the  Spe&ators  efteemed 
this  to  be  a  Miracle,  yet  the  Executioner  leaped  upon 
his  fhoulders  to  ftrangle  him;  a  Souldier  feeing  this,  • 
ran  up  the  Ladder,  and  cut. the  Rope  with  his  Sword. 
Thus  John  was  delivered  and  came  and  bowed  Ivs 
condemned  Head  before  the  B.  Virgin  of  Halle,  and 
thanked  her  for  the  deliverance. 

C  H  A  P.  XXV. 

A  Nun  cured  of  a  Convulfion  of  the  Sinews, 

A  Driana  Serraefs,  a  Noble  and  Religious  Nun  of1 
2  \  Vorft,  being  about  2i  years  of  age,  and  in  very 
good  health,  wasluddenly  taken  with  a  Convuljionof 
the  Sinews  ;  this  tormented  her  fo  grievoufly,  that  fhe 
could  not  reft  by  day  nor  night,  neither  the  Ingenuity 
of  the  Phyfician,  nor  the  Experience  of  the  Chirurgi- 
on  could  afford  her  any  redrefs  ;  an  evident  fign  that 
all  humane  help  muft  give  place,  that  we  may  afcribe 
the  Glory  to  the  B.  Virgin  only.  To  that  end  (with 
the  Approbation  of  her  Abbefs)  flie  fent  a  Pious  Wo- 
man in  her  ftead  to  Halle,  who  in  her  Name,  and  f<0r 
the  regaining  of  her  Health,  flhould  olfer  up  a  gift,  and 
caufe  the  Sacrifice  of  the  Mafs  to  bcrecited.  Oh  won- 
derfulptut  true  event !  At  the  fame  time  that  the  Wc- 
m  -  s  fnan 
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man  offered  the  gift,  at  t  he  very  lRftant,  when  the 
Prieft  was  ferving  for  her  at  the  Altar  at  Haffe,  her 
health  was  reftored  her  upon  the  Quire  at  Vorfi ;  flie 
was  then  employed  according  to  her  cuftom,  in 
praifingof  God ;  having  regained  her  Health,  ftie  cau- 
fed  a  joyful  Te-Dc#M  to  be  fung. 
#  The  Dutch  Author  relates  lome  Miracles  which  are 
teftified  by  the  Infcriptions,  and  Paintings  of  the 
Chappel,  but  they  being  not  fo  fully  related  as  the 
precedent  Relations  ;  I  lhall  only  conclude  with  one 
of  the  Infcriptions,  which  is  as  as  folio  weth. 

a   0.   M.  &   M.   M.  V. 

HEnricusab  Etten  Antxcerpite,  menfc  Ottohri  Anno 
1575.  Peftilentifehrilaborans,  deft  it  ut  us  a  Me- 
diets ,  cum  peregrinationem  ad  adem  Deiparce  Hallis  Sa- 
cram  vovifet,  prafenti  casleftis  opis  miraculo,  mox  eadem 
levatuSy  banc  tabellamtantibeneficiigratimcmorcm,  tan* 
ta  mifericordia  palam  teftem  humile  devotione  collocaty 
cenfecratyfit. 
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